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Was blind but now...
By Rev. Megan Dean, Pastor

Privilege. It is a word that is heard on a fairly
normal basis now, and is a word that pierces
us all. This word seems to suggest that the

bearer of it is in a place where they are somehow
above, or separated from struggle, or even reality. We
can see how someone else may be privileged or in a
place of privilege, but less so when it comes to our-
selves.

Nobody particularly enjoys being made aware of
the blind spots in their lives. Nobody particularly en-
joys being made aware of a flaw, even though most
people don't consider themselves to be flawless. 

This is an excellent reason as to why we need the
GRACE of God in our lives!

Here's the thing, while it isn't the only source of
spiritual blindness, our privilege really does make us
blind, and we need the grace of God to open our
eyes. Each of us, every one of us, is the beneficiary
of privilege of some form in our lives despite our so-
cial economic status or position, skin color, culture of
origin, employment status or station, sexuality, gen-
der, level of education, nationality of origin, any any-
thing else you could think of. Even if we consider the
places of oppression and/or struggle in our lives,
there is something that places us at an advantage
over someone else, even if it is an ever so slight ad-
vantage. 

For example, while I am a brown woman and
therefore part of the marginalized, I am also em-
ployed, educated, and have a voice at some tables of
conversation. Those things are places of privilege,
and it is necessary for me to recognize that not just in
my capacity as a pastor, but as a member of the
human race, a child of God ever seeking to live out
my faith as a Christian as authentically, compassion-
ately, and justice oriented as possible. 

Spiritual blindness is a dangerous thing, particu-
larly if it is willful--if it is chosen over the grace of
God. Willful blindness is known by a better name:
denial, and we know what kinds of ills it brings. De-

nial, is sneaky, encouraging us to think we are pow-
erless to be an agent of change and empowerment,
telling us all is honky-dory when a mess is before our
eyes, telling us that prayer is passive, when it fact it
is active and requires activity! Denial tells us we've
got no more room to grow, or no need to grow, and
that we don't need any more grace.

God is never done opening our eyes! A life of
transformational faith is just one eye opening experi-
ence, one revelation, after another, after another, after
another, after another. God is never done! 

So, what will we choose when the difficult work of
a life in faith comes our way? Willful blindness, a.k.a
denial, or God's eye opening abundant amazing
grace?

Amazing grace! How sweet the sound 
that saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found; 
was blind, but now I see. 
'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
and grace my fears relieved; 
how precious did that grace appear 
the hour I first believed. 
Through many dangers, toils, and snares, 
I have already come; 
'tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, 
and grace will lead me home. 
The Lord has promised good to me, 
his word my hope secures; 
he will my shield and portion be, 
as long as life endures. 
Yea, when this flesh and heart shall fail, 
and mortal life shall cease, 
I shall possess, within the veil, 
a life of joy and peace. 
When we've been there ten thousand years, 
bright shining as the sun, 
we've no less days to sing God's praise 
than when we'd first begun.

-John Newton, 1779
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Living Faith UMC
Income & Expenses - Month Ending

May-2016
May-2016 YTD-2016

Income: *$24,990.80 * $58,370.03
Expenses: $10,314.43 $64,439.26
Income Less
Expenses: $14,676.37 -$6,069.23

July Committee Meetings

Worship..................      Friday, July 15; 10:00 am
PPRC ………...........Friday, July 15; 6:00 pm
Finance…………..…   Tuesday, July 19; 7:00 pm
Trustees……….....Wednesday, July 20; 7:30 pm
Gardening………....Fridays beginning at 1:30 pm

Electronic donations now accepted
You can now give electronically using your

mobile device or computer by visiting the
church website: www.lfumcwaukegan.org. Re-
curring giving options are available for your
convenience.

page 2

* Includes insurance reimbursement and ex-
penses not yet paid

Congregational Responses for 
“Dealing Faithfully with Money”

For four Sunday's, we broke from lectionary at
the movement of the Holy Spirit to focus on our
series "Dealing Faithfully with Money." Each
week, focused through scripture, as a congrega-
tion we defined two terms and took a look at the
founder of Methodism, John Wesley's three
rules for money: "Gain all you can (earn). Save
all you can. Give all you can." Here is how we
defined each of the following as a congregation:
MONEY IS…
• A tool
• Means to an end
• Measure of worth
• Currency
• Power
• Influence
• Not inherently good or evil
WISDOM IS…
• Includes knowledge
• Application of knowledge
• Grandma’s saying / “mother wit”
• Not age specific

• Knowing difference between good and evil
• Gained through Word and prayer
SAVING IS…
• A goal
• Collecting that’s important
• Preparing
• Necessary
• Difficult/hard
• Wise
• Purposeful setting aside
PRUDENCE IS…
• Careful
• Discretion 
• Mixing wisdom and knowledge
• Acting in right way and mind
GIVING IS…
• Free will / choice
• Without the expectation of return
• Should be joyful

TITHING IS…
• Giving 10% of money and/or goods 
• First fruits / best
• Allocated / Intentional

Narrative Explanation of Finances to 
Congregation
By Romeo Pioquinto, Finance Chairman

Where are we?
Simply put – “We are not getting enough
money to pay our bills”.  Our projected ex-
penses for 2016 are about 50K higher than our
projected income.  Based on what you have
been seeing in the monthly newsletter we are
definitely short.
What are we doing / have done?
Committees have cut expenses that can be cut
to barebones and beyond.   The Finance com-
mittee continues to work hard to juggle what
expenses need to be paid on a priority basis.

People have been donating their time, serv-

ices, and materials to help fix and run the
church.  Our lawn services have been cutoff
and volunteers have been taking turns mow-
ing, weeding, making repairs and replace-
ments; these are just a few examples.
What are the plans?
Committees continue to discern where we can
save more and gain more. Voting during the
September 25th Charge Conference on these
measures will give the entire church a voice as
to what changes will be made and put in place
for the following year. 
Bottom line – be in prayer that we will follow
the leading of the Spirit in practical ways that
will help us take in more income than we
spend.

Additional counters needed
Finance Secretary LaDonna Meyer is
recruiting more counters to help count
the offering after worship on Sunday.



This is the start of the new year. For those
who have pledged and have not reached
their commitment for 2015, now is the
time to start. Any questions please see
Manley Pratt. Living Faith’s two year bal-

ance of contributions for the No More Malaria Campaign is
$4,126 as of May 22nd, 2016. Our goal is $5,000.

News from Missions
Imagine No Malaria

Manley Pratt, Church Lay Leader to 
Annual Conference

COOL Food Pantry
Our collection for the month of
July is canned vegetables If you
wish to get a head start for Au-
gust, we will be collecting pasta
and rice. 

COMMUNITY MEAL VOLUNTEERS
Would YOU like to lend a hand to an important

ministry here in Waukegan? 
Well, you can.

Volunteer to help with Community Meals at
Christ Episcopal Church, 410 Grand Ave.,

Waukegan. Here are the dates in
which volunteers are needed:

*July 24
August 21

*September 25
October 30

*November 27
* Dates that will be sponsored by a new team
that will be named in honor of Margaret Beck.

Donations are always appreciated and
desserts are always needed. We could also

use volunteers to help shop and cook prior to
the Community Meal. Following is a breakdown

of when volunteers are needed the day of theday
of the Community Meal. Of course, all volunteers
are welcome to stay from the beginning to end.

Noon to 2pm: Prep
2pm to 2:30pm: First Serving

2:30pm to 3pm: Second Serving
3pm to 4pm: Clean-up

Any questions, contact Gale Asmondy

Family of Annabelle Ambrose
Aimee Chamernik and family

Dolly & Frank Conley
Elisa Gomez

Eldridge Lovelace
Libby Palacios

Charles Lovelace and family
Lolita Pineda and family

Bernardino Naval
Willie Smith

Audra Tyler and family
Family of Marilyn Rothenberger

Family of Louise Webster
Family of Lucretia Littles
Armed Forces Personnel

Minister Pat Echols and family
Laura Brandies and family

Beatrice Jones
Shirley Pratt

Those children of God who 
burgled churches

Lincolnwood UMC
Joel D.

Our neighbors and community
The individual(s) who vandalized our 

Prayer Box Ministry sign

If you would like to be added to, or removed
from our prayer list please let the

office know.
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Happy Birthday!
7/1 Mark Mueller
7/19 Leonard Cole

Happy 
Anniversary!
7/25 Jim & Aimee
Chamernik

If we have missed your birthday or wedding
anniversary we apologize. Please let the office
know so we can update our records.

Additional Ushers and Greeters needed!
Prayerfully consider serving as an usher or a
greeter so that we can improve our hospitality.



Vacation Plans? Great but…
Vacation is a wonderful thing. But, often folks go off for vacation and forget to send
their tithes and offerings. Due to this, we often find that summers are very difficult
financial months for the church. Before you hop in the car, train, or plane, please
remember your financial sharing with Living Faith. You can give electronically
through PayPal (no account necessary) on our website www.lfumcwaukegan.org
by clicking on “Giving.” You can also tear off your issued offering envelope, or pick
up complimentary self-addressed envelopes to mail in your summer financial shar-
ing to the church office. Thank you so much for your commitment.

The Trustees Need You!
We have lovely grounds and they

need care. Volunteers are always
needed and welcome to help with
weeding the church and parsonage
grounds. There’s no need to sign up,
just call the church office or shoot us an
email and let us know when you intend
to come around and help out at a time
that is suitable for you. If you are inter-
esting in learning how to use the riding
mower, let us know. We could always
use more knowledgeable volunteers to
help with mowing, so we are eager to
get you trained!

In addition, if you’re at the church for
some reason or just walking by and you
notice litter in the lawn, please help us
out by picking it up. This is everyone’s
church and therefore everyone’s re-
sponsibility. Thank you!

Movie Meet and Chat
Although Bible study will be on

summer  break for July and August,
our faith formation is not! Come and
enjoy the movie, a few snacks, and
faith-filled conversation after the
conclusion of the film. EVERYONE
is welcome to attend and invite oth-
ers! 

July 13 @ 10:00 a.m.
GOD’S NOT DEAD (2014) PG

July 27 @ 10:00 a.m.
MOM’S NIGHT OUT (2014) PG

August 10 @ 10:00 a.m.
WAR ROOM (2015) PG

August 24 @ 10:00 a.m.
TBD
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August Newsletter Deadline
Please turn in all information for the

August newsletter by July 25th. Please
send any e-mail info to barb_black-
burn@kenzerco.com.
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We recently celebrated fathers, and all those who are fatherly, June 19th. An awesome time of fellow-
ship followed the worship service, with lots of food and a fun photo booth with funny hats and
props to help make it a memorable day. Take a look below  at some of the wacky photos.

2016 Father’s Day At Living Faith
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We hide our eyes in the palms of our hands,
when the Light of the World is oh, so near.
We don’t want to see 
what He might have to show.
We don’t want to look.
We don’t want to know.

Conveniently we rush through the day,
brushing aside the soft voice.
We’re dodging the Savior,
we’re playing hard to get.
We’ll give Him our time,
when we’re good and ready…
and not a moment before.
Who does He think He is?
Our Savior?
We don’t have time for the God of our souls.
We’ve got more important things to do.
Oh no, we’d never say so,
that would be plain wrong,
And we don’t want to tell it like it is.

So, we hide our eyes 
in the palms of our hands,
when the Light of the World is oh, so near.
We don’t want to see 
what He might have to show.
We don’t want to look.
We don’t want to know.

Why can’t He just stay 
in His own 
little corner —in the small place 
we’ve left for Him there?
When He strides through our lives,
we just turn and run.
We say we love Him,
but we aren’t really sure.
We don’t feel anything.
Except maybe on Sunday,
if the songs aren’t too slow
or the preaching’s not too long.

We get a little warm and fuzzy then.
Oh yeah, we’re blind all right —
Blind by our own choice —
telling ourselves we can see.

And, we hide our eyes in the palms of our
hands, when the Light of the World 
is oh, so near.
We don’t want to see 
what He might have to show.
We don’t want to look.
We don’t want to know.

Oh, we take little time, little care, little effort,
Until we walk smack dab into the wall.
We didn’t see it, ‘cause we’ve 
hidden our eyes.
But man, does it hurt, and boy, do we whine.
And we wonder why God let us down like that.
Why’d he let us suffer?
Why’d he ignore our pain?
But we won’t even admit that 
we’ve hidden our gaze from 
the one who longs to show us the way.
And it’s our fault we’re nursing the bruises
from the wall we tried so hard not to see.

And we’re blind by our own choice.
Hiding our eyes from the blazing, 
beautiful light of the Son of God,
who calls us onto a level path, 
where we would never stumble.

No, don’t hide your eyes 
in the palms of your hands,
Don’t pretend that you can’t see.
Oh, the Light of the World is oh, so near.
Look up and see, look up and know.
Let Him shine in your life,
Open up those weary eyes.
Oh, you don’t have to be blind anymore.

Blind By Choice
By Barb Blackburn
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The Bishop, ministry groups and committees honored clergy and laity who exemplified the meaning of
to “walk by faith” at this year’s annual conference.

2016 Annual Conference Award Winners

Rev. Dr. Chris Pierson received the
Bishop Jesse R. DeWitt Award from
United Voices for Children as well as the
Peace with Justice Award from the Con-
ference Board of Church and Society for
his many years of ministry advocating for
children and justice issues in the confer-
ence. (photo by Marc Dean)

Darryl Wertheim received the Rev. Mar-
garet Ann Williams Service Award for his
faithful leadership to the Faith UMC youth
sports program in Orland Park. (photo by
Marc Dean)

Beth Palmer received the Katherine B.
Greene Award from United Voices for
Children for her deep compassion and
work at Epworth UMC’s Inspired Youth
Tutoring Program and Inspired Youth
Singers. (photo by Marc Dean

Executive Director Laurie Vial accepts the
Bishop’s 2016 Ecumenical and Interreli-
gious award for the Illinois Conference of
Churches.

Christ United Methodist Church in Lock-
port received the John Wesley Award for
“highest capita giving” to the Rainbow
Covenant Advances in 2015. (photo by
Marc Dean)

Barrington United Methodist Church re-
ceived the Philip Otterbein Award for
“highest amount given” to Rainbow
Covenant Advances in 2015. (photo by
Marc Dean)

Minneapolis, Minn.: Bishop Bruce R. Ough,
president of the United Methodist Council of Bish-
ops, issued the following statement about the
June 12 mass shooting in Orlando, Florida:
United Methodists across the world are horrified
by the despicable act of terrorism in Orlando,
Florida, that took the lives of 49 individuals and
wounded 53 others.

We are in shock. We join those who grieve. We
pray for the victims, their families, and the
LGBTQ community targeted by this hateful at-
tack. We stand against all forms of violence, com-
mitted anywhere in the world by anyone.

We stand with our Muslim brothers and sisters
who have condemned this heinous act. We
pledge to work together to overcome evil with
good, terrorism with peace, hatred with love, and
inequity with justice.

We commend the Florida Annual Conference
as they gather this week in Orlando. They, along
with Bishop Ken Carter, are our connectional
presence in the midst of this tragedy. We pray
that God will work through them to be a source of
Christ’s witness, reconciliation and healing to the
brokenness of an entire community.

As the people called United Methodist, let us
not lose heart, but redouble our commitment and
efforts to fulfill God’s vision of the Beloved Com-
munity throughout the world. As we combat evil,
let us not let evil fill our hearts. As we struggle to
end violence, let us not let violence become our
way of life. As we battle terrorism, let us not be-
come terrorists in the process. As we seek to be
vigilant, let us not let fear curtail our hospitality.

As we pray for peace,
let it begin within our
own spirits.

In the peace of the
Lord,

Bishop Bruce R.
Ough

President, United Methodist Council of Bishops
Bishop Sally Dyck posted the following on

Facebook on Sunday morning as news of the
shooting unfolded:

Before I rush off to church, I want to raise
prayers for those in the Orlando shooting–friends
and family as well as the victims of what is being
called a terrorist shooting. It’s a gay bar so I can
only assume that it is a terrorist attack against the
LGBTQ community. Just as an attack at a
mosque is a symbolic attack against Muslims, a
synagogue against Jews, a church against Chris-
tians and other groups such as Mother Em-
manuel AME against African Americans, this is a
symbolic attack against the LGBTQ community.
We don’t know much else but it’s important to
watch as the story unfolds: what appears to have
been the shooter’s motives, what fueled his flame
of hatred, how are we complicit in this story as
we are in attacks against other groups and how
will this story get told in the media and by us
compared to other symbolic attack stories? In the
meantime and through: Lord, have mercy!

~Bishop Sally Dyck

From NIC News, June 14

Bishops offer prayers following Orlando shooting
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By Heather Hahn
June 2, 2016 | UMNS

Jean Christy, a United Methodist who proved
you’re never too old to start a new ministry,
died May 28 in Murphy, North Carolina. She

was 111, according to recently discovered
records in her family Bible.

Around the age of 105, Christy decided she
needed to do more for her congregation of An-
drews (North Carolina) United Methodist Church.
So she called her pastor and suggested she
might use her telephone skills to cheer up fellow
Christians. The Rev. Mike Macdonald, her pastor
at the time, agreed.

For the next couple of years, she served as the
church’s “birthday ambassador,” offering well
wishes to regular and not-so-regular worshippers
on the anniversary of their birth. She estimated
she called at least one person a week.

“I just call up and say, ‘Your church wants you
to have a very happy birthday, and Miss Christy
wants you to have one also,’” she told United
Methodist News Service in 2010. “And they seem
really happy to hear it.”

When asked her secret to a long life, Christy
would say: “Never get married. Never have chil-
dren. Never go to the doctor.”

She could easily add: Never lose faith.
She celebrated what was likely her 107th birth-

day by renewing her baptismal vows at Andrews
church, where she had been a member since
adolescence.

To many at the church and the wider community
of Andrews, she exemplified Christian disciple-
ship. She told UMNS that her parents taught her
and her six siblings to go to church “every time
the door opened.”

Her faithfulness stood out even in a family that
included a church treasurer, a district superin-
tendent, three ordained elders, a diaconal minis-
ter and a full-time local pastor.

“In our family, a lot of us are preachers, but we
will never have the kind of influence that Aunt
Jean had,” said her great-nephew, the Rev. David
Christy, senior pastor of First United Methodist
Church of Gastonia, North Carolina.

“It was so consistent for so many generations.
Both in the church and the school, everybody
knew Aunt Jean.”

Beloved teacher
Almost everybody in Andrews, a town of under

1,800 in southwestern North Carolina, was fond
of the woman they called “Miss Christy.”

“You walk in with Aunt Jean, you might as well
be walking in with the president,” her great
nephew said. “There was a table ready, and they
knew what she wanted. It was just amazing to
see the respect.”

For decades, Christy taught the youth Sunday
school class and helped lead the church’s youth
group. Many of her young charges at church
were her high school students during the week.

“More than English, she taught them manners
and everything else,” David Christy said.

For his great aunt, baseball caps were a partic-
ular bugbear.

Macdonald, her former pastor, recalled the time
Christy walked into a restaurant and saw a group
of men she had taught, all wearing their ball caps
indoors.

“When she walked by, she didn’t say a word,”
Macdonald said. “She just flipped off their ball
caps.”

A visitor to town — seeing what she was doing
— quickly removed his ball cap as well.

Still, her former students remember her lessons
fondly. The town’s elementary school is on a
street now named for Jean Christy.

In 2010, Andrews United Methodist Church also
named its young adult Sunday school class in
honor of her and her family.

‘A lot of fun and a lot of faith’
In recent years, she lived in a nursing facility in

nearby Murphy and could no longer worship at
Andrews United Methodist Church.

Nevertheless, church members and others rou-
tinely made sure to bring Andrews to her.

“I was never by that someone wasn’t walking in,
saying Miss Christy taught me in high school or
taught my dad,” David Christy said.

To the end of her life, Christy liked to tease peo-
ple and to be teased herself. She was “a lot of
fun and had a lot of faith,” her great nephew said.

The Rev. Mary Brown, the pastor of Andrews
United Methodist since 2013, said if she gave
Christy a hard time, the centenarian’s eyes would
twinkle and she would “give a beautiful chuckle.”

Brown said her parishioner had a tremendous
impact during the three years she knew her.

“I've heard her thank God countless times (liter-
ally, countless) in a prayer: ‘Thank you, thank
you, thank you....’  How powerful to see someone
in her stage of life filled with gratitude,” she said.

“When I visited her I felt peaceful, just to be in
her presence. The light of Christ shone brightly in
her.”

The congregation of Andrews United Methodist
Church will celebrate Christy’s life at 11 a.m. EDT
June 4.

Church ‘birthday ambassador’ dies at 111

Photo by Kandy Barnard.
Jean Christy took on a new telephone min-
istry for Andrews United Methodist Church at
around age 105. She passed away at 111 on
May 28.
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UMW Summer Mission U Weekend
2016, July 14, Camp Reynoldswood,
621 Reynoldswood Rd., Dixon, IL
(815) 284-6979
Northern Illinois Conference United
Methodist Women
Summer Mission u Weekend 2016
For more information, see
https://www.umcnic.org/th_event/mis-
sion-u-july-14-17/

2016 NC Jurisdictional 
Conference

Peoria Civic Center

July 13-16, 2016

Stay tuned for more information
Visit www.ncjumc.org for updates

ALCOA, Tenn. (June 20, 2016) -- Botrous Tutu
has been a preacher for many years -- since the
1990s when he was tortured in Sudan for refus-
ing to renounce his faith -- and for the last four
years, in a little church in Alcoa.

On June 11, 150 people came from three
states to see Tutu put on a clergy robe and cele-
brate his official status as a licensed local pastor
in the United Methodist Church.

Now, the Rev. Botrous Samuel Tutu, age 50, is
under appointment to Green Meadow United
Methodist Church, serving the Spring of Living
Water community of worship, mission, and disci-
pleship at the church.

“I’m so happy, because the Holy Spirit was
moving when he gave me that stick,” Tutu said,
referring to a highlight in the Saturday afternoon
ceremony. “I’m going to be the leader of the peo-
ple.”

Tutu actually received his license with 23 other
local pastors during a June 7 ceremony at the
Holston Annual Conference in Lake Junaluska,
N.C. A special follow-up ceremony was planned
June 11 to allow Tutu’s Alcoa congregation to
celebrate along with South Sudanese friends
from Atlanta, Memphis, Chattanooga, Nashville,
and Harrisonburg, Va.

“We knew the worship service with the commu-
nity, with everybody there, was going to be a
meaningful moment, acknowledging that Botrous
has pastoral authority,” said the Rev. Buzz
Trexler, Green Meadow’s pastor. “This is the
community he is serving, and obviously, they
saw it as a hallmark moment in the church.”

NEW HOME
Tutu has scars on his body from the beatings,

cuts and burns suffered while imprisoned in
Sudan in the 1990s. A native of the Nuba Moun-
tains, Tutu was arrested by extremists for
preaching about Jesus and establishing Protes-
tant churches in his war-torn nation.

He escaped captivity, reunited with his family,
and was eventually resettled in the U.S. by the
United Methodist Committee on Relief and
Bridge Refugee Services.

“A lot of stuff happened in Sudan,” Tutu says.
“When I came here, I was trying to sit and not
preach, but the Holy Spirit was pushing me

again. I found myself back into ministry.”
When Tutu and his family got off the plane at

McGhee Tyson Airport in January 2001, they
were greeted by pastors and members of Cokes-
bury United Methodist Church. The large
Knoxville congregation helped Botrous, his wife
Muna, and their children find a home and learn
how to live in the U.S.

John Gargis and his family were Cokesbury
members who befriended the Tutu family. Today,
Gargis is associate pastor at Fountain City
United Methodist Church in Knoxville. He was
one of the pastors participating in Tutu’s emo-
tional ceremony at Green Meadow Church on
June 11.

“I could still see him walking off that plane,
coming to a new land, and handing us Samuel,
his three-month-old baby, like we had known him
for life,” said Gargis. “Fifteen years flew by, and
now I am looking out to see the congregation
that he is leading.”

After his U.S. arrival, Tutu got a machinery job
and began attending Cokesbury. “I went to
church to pray every Sunday and to listen to the
preachers,” he said. He soon started a church
for other Sudanese refugees living in Knox and
Blount Counties. They met at Knoxville College
and in private homes.

By 2012, the growing African congregation
needed a permanent place. Tutu talked to Gar-
gis, who asked his friend Buzz Trexler, pastor at
Green Meadow, to help. Trexler took the request
to his church council.

“It fits with our mission of openness, so we in-
vited them in,” said Trexler.

MAGIC STICK
Green Meadow’s congregation of 35 people

meets on Sunday morning and worships in Eng-
lish. Spirit of Living Water’s congregation of 35
people meets on Sunday afternoon and wor-
ships in Arabic.

Over the last four years, Trexler performed the
sacraments such as Baptism and Holy Commun-
ion for both congregations. However, he and
Tutu often talked about starting the complicated
process that would allow Tutu to fully lead his
own congregation.

“It became an obsession to get him to this point

ONCE TORTURED FOR HIS FAITH, 
SUDANESE MAN BECOMES UMC LICENSED PASTOR



in the journey in a system that is quite Western,”
Trexler said.

In 2015, Tutu entered the ministry candidacy
process within Holston Conference and began
the meetings and education leading to creden-
tialed ministry. Trexler and others helped Tutu
with language and other challenges.

After the Tutu family relocated to Tennessee,
Holston Conference coincidentally started a mis-
sion relationship in 2008 with the southern part of
Sudan now known as South Sudan, an independ-
ent nation. Some of the Holston Conference
members attending Tutu’s ceremony at Green
Meadow have traveled to his home nation.

One of the ceremony’s speakers was the Rev.
Charles Maynard, the Maryville District superin-
tendent of 64 churches. A storyteller and author,
Maynard shared the story of “The Magic Stick”
while holding a walking stick he had owned for 20

years. “It’s sassafras that honeysuckle has
wound around,” Maynard said during the cere-
mony. “I’ve used it to tell stories to children. I’ve
hiked many miles with it, over the mountains, for
many years.”

At the end of the story about a porcupine and
rabbit -- and the need to use one’s heart and
mind to lead the way -- Maynard handed the stick
to Tutu. “Here’s your stick,” he said.

The crowd applauded, as Tutu stood speech-
less with the gift that represents leadership in his
country.

After the ceremony, the congregation and their
visitors sang, feasted, and worshiped into the
night.

As reported in The Call, Vol. E16, Number
12, Holston Conference, by Annette Spence

From the Prayer Service for Orlando
at Living Faith UMC on Wednesday,

June 15, 2016 at 7:00 p.m.
Scripture Reading: John 11:17-44

INTERCESSIONS

For those who mourn…
For those who are angry…
For those who are hurting…
For those who are fighting for their lives…
For those who are tending to the care of
the injured…
For those who are trying to comfort in the
midst of needing comfort…
For those who are afraid…
For those searching for a way to live on in
the wake of tragedy…
For those who are keeping vigil…
For those who cannot sleep…
For those who live in the chaos of confu-
sion…
For those with misunderstanding and hate
in their hearts…
For hope in the midst of pain, for peace
that violence would rather eliminate, for to-
getherness in the midst of continued ef-
forts of isolation, for healing, for
wholeness, for greater love, for transfor-
mation through love we pray.
God, in your mercy, hear our prayers.

HOMILY – Rev. Megan Dean

“How do we make sense of what seems
so senseless, or in the very least we could
not sense less that such disruption and

anger in someone’s mind, life, and spirit,
could make such unthinkable violence
come to be? What’s more, why does this
sort of thing keep happening? How many
lives have been cut short? How many
more prayer vigils will there be? How
much longer will we try to take events
such as this tragedy and attempt to rea-
son our way to a solution by way of reduc-
ing it all to one issue, when in fact, it is far
more complex? There are so many things
compounded into a disturbia with deadly
force—and in all this Jesus weeps.

“The Jesus we see in the Gospels is the
Jesus who has no problem spending time
with those folks that everybody else
tosses by the wayside, or otherwise disre-
gards, or better yet despise. In truth, for all
the followers he did have, there were
plenty of people who felt equally annoyed
or even threatened by his presence. The
love he talked about was radical, bound-
less, deep, infinite, and unconditional for
everyone. We still can’t seem to wrap out
heads around it…

“In the passage that was just read a friend
of Jesus dies and Jesus weeps. He is
filled with grief and deeply disturbed in
spirit not just from his own grief, but in sol-
idarity with his friends Mary and Martha,
the sister of Lazarus. Grieved this has
happened, grieved, for this loss, Jesus
wept.

“Friend’s Jesus wept.
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“On that Saturday night/early Sunday
morning, a child of God made the choice
to pursue bloodshed, who knows why.
Perhaps his inner struggles, he felt, war-
ranted some outer pain, and Jesus wept.
This child of God used his free will to harm
instead of love, and Jesus wept. People,
gathered in a safe place of resistance, just
laughing it up and dancing the night away
went from enjoyment to terror, and Jesus
wept.

“These people who were somebody’s chil-
dren, grandchildren, nieces, nephews,
cousins, lovers, spouses, friends, are slain
and dozens of others are hospitalized and
Jesus weeps. One person inflicted so
much longstanding pain on people, includ-
ing his wife, child, and family, and lost his
own life in the process, and Jesus wept.

“We have heard it all over the last few
days through television, blogs, social
media, and so on, from actual compas-
sionate responses to disastrous homopho-

bic and islamophobic heartbreakingly
hateful things, and friends -- Jesus weeps.

“Jesus weeps because as much as God
so loves the world, some have and are
going to make the conscious choice to re-
ject love, reject understanding, reject au-
thenticity, and reject healing.

“Jesus weeps. Jesus weeps.

“Jesus weeps with us and tells us ‘I’m
here, I feel your pain, I am in pain with
you. My love hasn’t changed, and yes, my
love can see you all through this and with
my love you can go on. As in all things, I
am with you.’

“Amen.”

The names of the victims are on display in
the narthex. Copies of the list of names
are available on the meditation table just
outside the sanctuary for your personal
prayer time.

Elgin District’s 1st Annual
Picnic! Save the Date!

Who: All Elgin District Clergy & Churches
When: Sunday, August 21, 2016
Theme: "Goof Off, Grill Out, and Go
Home; Elgin Celebrates!
Time: 3pm-5pm
Place: Prince of Peace UMC in Elk Grove
Village.
Sponsored By: The Elgin District Super-
intendency Team

We are organizing carpools, so if you
are interested, contact Barb at the
church office.
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WORSHIP SONG LEADER
and HYMN SING

Our church has added a new dimension
to our music ministry. Each Sunday, 10
minutes before worship, we will have a
Song Leader to share his or her favorite
hymns, invite you to share your favorite
hymns, and help us learn new music so
we can sing with guidance and gusto!

Save the Dates!

FALL REVIVAL ~ Friday, August 26 
@ 7:00 p.m. (outdoor)

PET BLESSING ~ Sunday, August 28 @
10:30 a.m. (Outdoor Service)

“FAITH, LOVE, and SERVICE” SUNDAY ~
Sunday, September 25 @ 10:30 a.m.

More information will be available in future.
CHARGE CONFERENCE ~ @ 12:30 p.m.,

September 25th
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