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Where Do We Go From Here?
By Rev. Megan Dean, Pastor

Good question. Most members of the human
population have been confronted with this
question at one point or another. The church

(universal) has certainly had to engage this question
many times over millennia. Just ‘where do we go from
here’ when what we've invested in theologically,
philosophically, emotionally, and practically, simply
no longer bears the fruit it once did? ‘Where do we go
from here’ when there is fruit, but that fruit has lost it’s
relevancy given contextual shifts? Just ‘where do we
go from here’ when what has always worked as tried
and true no longer works?

There are so many wonderful memories that have
been shaped here at Living Faith. Some of these mem-
ories began at Faith UMC, some began at Living Well,
some began at the merger, and some began thereafter.
Powerful stories of the powerful witness of the love of
Jesus Christ through the love and dedication of imper-
fect yet present and invested children of God have
been forged in this place. Construction, fires, burgla-
ries, pastoral changes, committee member changes,
membership changes, attendance changes, surrounding
community changes…changes through which this
community of faith has lived through time and again.

So now, knowing our financial situation, knowing
the burnout that the involved and overly involved are
still attempting to recover from, knowing that the sur-
rounding community continues to shift as more homes
are on the market, ‘where do we go from here?’ 

We go to Jesus. We go to the Holy Spirit. We go to
the Author of Life. We go to the Scriptures.

We ask for guidance. None of us has all of the an-
swers, only God does. If we seek and are open to
God’s guidance by the power of the Holy Spirit, God
will show us the way in which we are to go. The way
will more than likely not be easy, but if we focus our
trust on God as our guide, we will make it through.

God’s guidance does not particularly guide us in the
way that we want to go, but will certainly guide us in
the ways that we need. 

We ask for endurance. Change is hard, whether we
perceive the experience to be positive or negative. We
are creatures of habit, and we will (more often than
not) choose comfort over change and the known ver-
sus the unknown. The Bible is full of accounts of peo-
ple facing change, and not all responded in the same
way. If we approach necessary change as God’s way
of moving us forward from one place to another,
showing us yet another aspect of grace, we can have
the joy to endure. 

We need patience. We have grown to have instan-
taneous expectations. We are all works in progress,
and the church (universal) and Living Faith UMC are
works in progress. To expect perfection and instanta-
neous turnaround makes for great letdowns. How can
we hold others to a standard that we ourselves could
not fulfill? 

We need each other. We are all parts of one body.
All of us are the church. Not the brick and mortar. Not
the pews. Not the grounds. Not the stained glass win-
dows.

While every day is a gift and every day is important,
these next five months are critical. In these next five
months, together, we will need to work on being the
church that God is calling us to be now, in our present
context, in the present needs of the community in
which our building is placed. We will need to make
decisions regarding where we as God’s people are
being moved by the Holy Spirit to be servants of Jesus
Christ, and it may just be that the answer is something
we would have never thought of.

Where do we go from here? Wherever we are will-
ing to allow the Holy Spirit to take us. 
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FATHER’S DAY, June 19, 2016
For Father’s Day, we ask that each Father invite a friend for worship. We look forward
to honoring the fathers, father-figures, and those who are otherwise fatherly during
worship at 10:30 a.m. After worship, we will have an amazing time of fellowship com-
plete with a fun photo booth! We will be grilling bratwurst and hotdogs. There is a
sign-up sheet in the narthex for chips, dip, salads, veggies, drinks, and other side
dishes. Even if you aren’t a Father, invite others to come join in the worship and fun!



June Committee Meetings

Finance…………..…   Tuesday, June 14; 7:00 pm
Trustees……….....Wednesday, June 15; 7:30 pm
Worship..................      Friday, June 17; 10:00 am
PPRC ………...........Saturday, June 18; 10:00 am
Church Council……..  Tuesday, June 28; 7:00 pm

Bible Study
Wednesdays, 10 am and 6 pm —
Conference Room
June’s study — 
PRACTICAL PRAYER

On paper, praying seems easy enough.
But, when we try to pray daily, we
sometimes realize that it’s much harder
than we thought. But, a vibrant prayer
life doesn’t have to be an elusive goal... 

Find out more by attending one of our
Bible Studies. Cost for books is $7.

Additional Ushers and Greeters
needed! Prayerfully consider serving
as an usher or a greeter so that we can
improve our hospitality.

Electronic donations now accepted
You can now give electronically using your mobile device or computer by visiting the church
website: www.lfumcwaukegan.org. Recurring giving options are available for your convenience.
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Living Faith UMC
Income & Expenses - Month Ending

Apr-2016
Apr-2016 YTD-2016

Income: $8,615.89 $33,379.23
Expenses: $9,452.34 $54,124.83
Income Less
Expenses: -$836.45 -$20,745.60

Additional counters needed
Finance Secretary LaDonna Meyer
is recruiting more counters to help
count the offering after worship on
Sunday.

Mission Challenge — Start Collecting
This year’s Mission Challenge will be for the Mid-

west Mission Distribution Center, which is our
United Methodist disaster relief supply center just
south of Springfield, IL.

This year we are collecting School Kit items. An
award for the Mission Challenge will be awarded to
the District providing the most school kits.

All districts are challenged to bring the following
items AND an additional 2,500 pencil sharpeners
(about 50 per church). These can be purchased in
bags online at a much cheaper rate than individu-

ally in stores. Our district, the Elgin
district, is challenged to provide
1,500 boxes of Crayons (only
boxes of 24). Let’s help make ALL
schools a place to learn and thrive.
Drop your items at the big purple
crayon in the narthex by June 5th.

Church Women United
Church Woman United will sponsor its 2016 Charity

Luncheon at noon on June 15 at St. Mark’s Lutheran
Church, 3350 N. Delaney Rd. in Waukegan (south-
west corner of Yorkhouse and Delaney). This year’s
beneficiary is COOL Ministries. The delicious menu
includes grilled chicken breast, roasted vegetables
with pasta, Caesar salad and French bread, catered by
Maravela’s. A scrumptious dessert table will be pro-
vided courtesy of CWU board members... all of this
for a donation of $10. Please consider supporting this
fundraiser -- we are a CWU Member Church. Contact
Sally Zeit (847-244-1347) for tickets. Reservation
deadline is June 10.

New! WORSHIP SONG LEADER
and HYMN SING

Our church has added a new dimension to
our music ministry. Each Sunday, 10 min-
utes before worship, we will have a Song
Leader to share his or her favorite hymns,

invite you to share your favorite hymns, and
help us learn new music so we can sing with

guidance and gusto!

Elgin District’s 1st Annual
Picnic! Save the Date!

Who: All Elgin District Clergy & Churches
When: Sunday, August 21, 2016
Theme: "Goof Off, Grill Out, and Go
Home; Elgin Celebrates!
Time: 3pm-5pm
Place: Prince of Peace UMC in Elk Grove
Village.
Sponsored By: The Elgin District Super-
intendency Team

We are organizing carpools,
so if you are interested, con-
tact Barb at the church office.



This is the start of the new
year. For those who have
pledged and have not reached
their commitment for 2015,
now is the time to
start. Any questions please see
Manley Pratt. Living Faith’s two
year balance of contributions

for the No More Malaria Campaign is $4,126 as of May
22nd, 2016. Our goal is $5,000.

News from Missions
Imagine No Malaria

Manley Pratt, Church Lay Leader to 
Annual Conference

COOL Food Pantry
Our collection for the month of
June is side dishes (Macaroni and
cheese, stuffing mix, boxed pota-
toes, etc.) If you wish to get a head
start for July, we will be collecting
canned vegetables. 

COMMUNITY MEAL VOLUNTEERS
Would YOU like to lend a hand to an impor-

tant ministry here in Waukegan? 
Well, you can.

Volunteer to help with Community Meals at
Christ Episcopal Church, 410 Grand Ave.,

Waukegan. Here are the dates in
which volunteers are needed:

June 19
*July 24

August 21
*September 25

October 30
*November 27

* Dates that will be sponsored by a new team
that will be named in honor of Margaret Beck.

Donations are always appreciated and
desserts are always needed. We could also

use volunteers to help shop and cook prior to
the Community Meal. Following is a break-

down of when volunteers are needed the day
of theday of the Community Meal. Of course,
all volunteers are welcome to stay from the

beginning to end.
Noon to 2pm: Prep

2pm to 2:30pm: First Serving
2:30pm to 3pm: Second Serving

3pm to 4pm: Clean-up
Any questions, contact Gale Asmondy

Family of Annabelle Ambrose
Aimee Chamernik and family

Dolly & Frank Conley
Elisa Gomez

Marlena Leutik
Eldridge Lovelace

Libby Palacios
Gretchen Pankratz

Family of Marge Pankratz
Charles Lovelace and family

Lolita Pineda and family
Bernardino Naval

Willie Smith
Betty Garner

Audra Tyler and family
Family of Marilyn Rothenberger

Family of Louise Webster
Family of Lucretia Littles
Armed Forces Personnel

Minister Pat Echols and family
Laura Brandies and family

Beatrice Jones
Shirley Pratt

Those children of God who 
burgled churches

Lincolnwood UMC
Joel D.

Our neighbors and community
The individual(s) who vandalized our 

Prayer Box Ministry sign

If you would like to be added to, or removed
from our prayer list please let the

office know.
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Happy Birthday!
6/1 Celeste Mays
6/9 Rosemarie Anilao
6/12 Dan Muffitt
6/18 Alyssa Anilao
6/18 Hazel Harl
6/19 Chearyl
Henderson

Happy 
Anniversary!
6/11 Barb & Jolly
Blackburn
6/16 Nate & Sally
Naden

If we have missed your birthday or wedding
anniversary we apologize. Please let the office
know so we can update our records.
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Next steps in Imagine No Malaria campaign
By Crystal Caviness and Barbara Dunlap-Berg
May 18, 2016 | PORTLAND, Ore. (UMNS)

Celebrating the success of the Imagine No
Malaria initiative, launched in 2008, speak-
ers, singers and dancers offered even

more for United Methodists attending General
Conference 2016 to imagine – Abundant Health:
Our Promise to Children.

“Health is the ultimate design of God for hu-
manity,” said Bishop Thomas Bickerton, Imagine
No Malaria chair. “Health and wholeness have
been a hope for Methodists since John Wesley
got on a horse in 18th-century England to preach
about the love of God and the meaning of faith in
Jesus Christ.

“What began with the bite of a mosquito has
transformed into a faith-driven global health
movement. Together, we have imagined No
Malaria. Now let us imagine abundant health.”

The 12-minute celebration was a collaboration
between United Methodist Communications and
theUnited Methodist Board of Global Ministries. It
featured a highlights video of the grassroots cam-
paign that has engaged donors of all ages, show-
cased the impact of the initiative on the continent
of Africa and debuted “Able,” a song commis-
sioned by Imagine No Malaria as a gift to United
Methodists across the globe. Jeremy Rosado, a
Top 12 contestant on “American Idol,” performed
the song for more than 1,000 people attending
the event. 

The song is available as a free download at
Amazon Music and the Imagine No Malaria web-
site, as well as on YouTube. Noting that world-
wide 6 million children die every year from
preventable diseases, the report introduced the
next step – an effort to reach a million children
with lifesaving and health-promoting measures by
the next time General Conference convenes in
2020. Building on the success of Imagine No
Malaria, the Abundant Health program seeks to
engage at least 10,000 U.S. churches in pro-
grams that encourage promoting physical activi-
ties, healthy diet and nutrition, education for
tobacco- and drug-free living and mental health
education.

“We’ve imagined no malaria; now let us imagine
abundant health,” said Thomas Kemper, Global
Ministries top executive. Dr. Olusimbo Ige, execu-
tive director of General Ministries’ Global Health

program, said a lack of abundant health “is not
only when you are sick. It can also mean that
your potential for good health is not fully realized.
We want to connect with every child in every
place, and we are calling on every church and
every individual to join us in this effort.”
Imagine no malaria

When the United Methodist Church began its
Imagine No Malaria campaign in 2008, a child
died of malaria every 30 seconds. Now it’s every
2 minutes. Abundant Health is being coordinated
by the United Methodist Board of Global Min-
istries, with the goal of reaching 1 million children
with life-saving interventions by 2020. It will ini-
tially focus on Democratic Republic of Congo,
Haiti, Liberia, Mozambique and Nigeria, Ige said
later. She also expressed concern about the
United States, where she said childhood obesity
has more than doubled in the last 30 years.

“We are calling on the church to engage here in
the U.S. and also to support the global effort to
reach children internationally,” she said. Joining
church leadership onstage was Christoph Benn,
director of external relations at the Global Fund to
Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria in Geneva.
In 2010, the Global Fund and Imagine No Malaria
joined forces in the fight against malaria. 

Today, The United Methodist Church is one of
the most significant non-government donors to
the Global Fund and is unique within the global
community of faith-based organizations. To date,
the people of The United Methodist Church have
raised more than $68 million to end malaria
deaths in sub-Saharan Africa, where one child
dies from malaria every two minutes. 

The Imagine No Malaria campaign aims to raise
$75 million to address the impact of malaria in
Africa through prevention, treatment, communica-
tion and education. Speakers, on video, shared
their stories. “My daughter and my wife died from
malaria,” said Bishop Gabriel Yemba Unda of
Democratic Republic of Congo.“I lost my father to
malaria,” added Bishop Joaquina Filipe Nhanala
of Mozambique. “I have seen too many of our
family suffer because of malaria,” said the Rev.
Gary Henderson, executive director of Imagine
No Malaria at United Methodist Communications.

When the United
Methodist
Church began its
Imagine No
Malaria cam-
paign in 2008, a
child died of
malaria every 30
seconds. Now
it’s every 2 min-
utes.

Jeremy Rosado sings “Able” during a cele-
bration of The United Methodist Church’s
Imagine No Malaria campaign May 18 at the
2016 United Methodist General Conference in
Portland, Ore. Photo by Mike DuBose, UMNS
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Waving colorful streamers, brightly clad dancers
wove through the plenary hall aisles as Rosado
led an energized congregation to “take a stand
and … show the world what we believe in.”

“Can you believe it?” he asked. “We’ve seen
malaria deaths cut in half. We’ve seen a stronger
church as we’ve worked together. We’ve seen
lives transformed because God is able to do
more than we can ever ask or imagine!”

“Today has been an incredible celebration of
what God has done through the unified effort of
the people of The United Methodist Church,” said
Bickerton. “Imagine No Malaria has been suc-
cessful because of how it energized people who
got excited about saving people’s lives. And
today, we rejoiced in that success and the people
who have made it possible.”

Better together
In a press briefing, Benn said the partnership

with The United Methodist Church “has been
such a model” for partnerships with faith organi-
zations. The church has become recognized by
other major partners, working in settings with
leaders from government, the U.N. and the pri-
vate sector. “This has now inspired other faith
communities,” he said. “Ideally, I would like to see
an ecumenical network on these issues,” he
added. Henderson said Imagine No Malaria has
been an effort of the whole church and is evi-
dence of how “we’re better together.”

“We dreamed a really big dream,” he said, “and
the dream became possible because many
hands came together.”

On May 4, 1956 the
General Conference
of the (then)

Methodist Church meeting
in Minneapolis, Minnesota
did something amazing. It
changed the church’s book
of Discipline to support full
clergy rights for women.
And the church has never
been the same since.

Despite much resistance
and fears about what this
might do to our churches,
expressed by voices of
both men and women, the

General Conference, voted down compromise
proposals and ended up supporting the boldest
position offered – full clergy rights for women with
no exceptions.

This is a personal issue for me. My wife and I
are a clergy couple. Having been ordained in an-
other denomination, we chose to move into the
United Methodist Church largely because of its
support for women in leadership. We are proud of
our UM Connection and feel privileged to serve
as UM clergy. We are also pleased that we were
able to raise our daughters in a Church commit-
ted to having Open Hearts, Open Minds and
Open Doors. But how times have changed over
the last 60 years. Reading the transcript from the
1956 General Conference Journal is fascinating.
The petition for full clergy rights came out of the
Ministry Committee – 84 members with 81 men
and 3 women. Though 8 of the committee mem-
bers were from beyond the US, none were from
Africa.

On the committee there were 4 members repre-
senting conferences in the (African American)
Central Jurisdictions. The committee’s majority
report favored clergy rights for women but only
for non-married women. The minority report fa-
vored no change in the discipline. The majority
report passed by 40 -32. Later they proposed al-

lowing married women serve but without any
guarantee of an appointment. Both were voted
down. 

And then there was debate on the floor. The
presiding bishop, Bishop Willis King, was the
Central Jurisdiction (AfricanAmerican) bishop sta-
tioned in New Orleans with an episcopal territory
stretching from northern Mississippi to west
Texas. One of the first members to stand for full
clergy rights was a delegate who served a princi-
pal of a Methodist school in Calcutta, India.
(Though he speaks in favor, it is about the
strangest endorsement speech ever presented). 

Another early voice in support was the Rev. An-
derson Davis, an AfricanAmerican pastor from
West Virginia. Nineteen men speak before we fi-
nally hear from a woman, Mrs. Henry D. Ebner of
New Jersey, but she speaks against the motion,
fearing that opening the clerical doors to women
will result in fewer women being willing to serve
as deaconesses. Her argument is followed by a
bold speech in favor by Mrs. Edwin Anderson,
president of the New England Conference 

Woman’s Society of Christian Service. She’s
backed up by Miss Mary Lou Barnwell of New
York (finally a woman not identified by her hus-
band’s name). Slowly, it seems, the conference
comes to realize it might have the votes not for
compromise legislation but to do something really
bold “full clergy rights for women with no excep-
tions.”  Who would have thought it? Just at this
key moment in the debate, a delegate rises to
make just such a proposal – Dr. Zack Johnson,
president of Asbury College in Kentucky (he told
those around him he was about to shock every-
one there) – coming to the podium he proposes
in simple, clear language, a substitution for the
main motion which officially would open the doors
of the church  to the service of women as full
clergy, having the very same rights as men, no
exceptions. Read this transcript of the actual May
4, 1956 proceedings. Perhaps, even use it your
church or Sunday School. This is how General
Conference works and on some days it has even

THE DEBATE THAT CHANGED THE CHURCH:
Celebrating 60 Years of full clergy rights for women

By Rev. Clayton Childers, GBCS

Maud Pauline
Keister Jensen was
the first woman to
receive full clergy
rights in the
Methodist Church
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We are getting
closer to the 177th
session of the

Northern Illinois Annual
Conference which is June
5-7 at Pheasant Run Re-
sort in St. Charles, Ill. I
wanted to share a few

things with you as you prepare:
After May 20 the cost increases to $128 and
you will need to register when you arrive at
Pheasant Run. Cancellations with refunds will
be accepted by phone through June 1 by calling
(847) 931-0710 Ext. 17, or email the registrar at
acregistrar@umcnic.org. Group meal reserva-
tions will NOT be available on-site. Active Clergy
who are not able to attend Annual Conference
are asked to still register.

Click the status to indicate that you are not at-
tending and a box will give you a place to ex-
plain your reason. This information will be
provided confidentially to your DS.

• If you are a first time member, please come to
the New Member Orientation session on Sun-
day, June 5 at 1:30 p.m. in Sky Box 1.
• At Annual Conference, registration will open on
Sunday at 1 p.m. in a new location – the Mega
Center! Refreshments will be available in the
foyer.
• In an attempt to be greener, this year-
-- Registration envelopes will be uniform
throughout the conference and registration will
be done in alphabetical order by last names.
-- Your registration envelope will not have a pink
placard, used to get Bishop’s attention, that you
are used to finding in your envelop every year. If
you need Bishop’s attention, you are asked to
raise and wave your hand.
• Childcare is provided by the Pheasant Run
staff. It is at no cost to the parents but registra-
tion is REQUIRED! Walk-ins will NOT be ac-
cepted. Cancellation will need 48 hour notice
and no shows will be charged for the actual
cost of the service. In order to help clergy with
young children to have a fuller participation at
Annual Conference, kids at child care will be
provided snacks every day, dinner on Sunday
and lunches on Monday and Tuesday.
• Please make sure to print or download all his-
torical and legislative documents along with the
preliminary consent calendar. They are available
online under the “legislative and historical docu-
ments” tab.
• Cokesbury and Displays will share space this
year on Monday and Tuesday in the St. Charles
Ballrooms. Stop in and browse the many min-
istries and organizations around the Northern
Illinois Conference and see what’s new in the
Cokesbury bookstore over the two days starting
at 7 a.m. on Monday.

• Ordination is on Sunday June 5 at 7:00 p.m.
See more information in the Ordination section
about robing and sending your RSVP.
• Are you able to volunteer at any time on any
day during Annual Conference? For information
please email pastoralkalyall@gmail.com.
• Be sure to check the Annual Conference link
on the NIC website which can be found at
www.umcnic.org/AC2016 for the most updated
information.

Other important information:
Ordination
The Ordination service will be held Sunday,
June 5 at 7 p.m. in the Mega Center. A reception
will follow. As we prepare for the celebration this
year, we invite clergy to let us know whether or
not you plan to participate in the clergy proces-
sion at the beginning of the service. Clergy plan-
ning to robe and process are asked to RSVP by
June 1. Clergy should receive an email with a
link to respond or visit www.umcnic.org/AC2016
and click on the “clergy documents” tab.

Clergy planning to robe for Ordination can
check their robes into the St. Charles Ballroom
Coat Check, after 2 p.m. on Sunday.

Robing will take place in the St. Charles Ball-
room as in years past. The ballroom will be open
for robing at 6 p.m.

Line-up for the procession will begin at 6:40
p.m.

Contact Will Ed Green at
will.ed.green@gmail.com should you have any
questions.
Mission Challenge
Bring school supplies to Annual Conference for
this year’s Mission Challenge! This year dona-
tions will go to the Midwest Mission Distribution
Center’s School Kits. All districts are challenged
to bring the following items AND an additional
2,500 pencil sharpeners (about 50 per church).
Pencil Sharpeners can be bought in bags online
at a much cheaper rate than individually in
stores.
District Item Number
Aurora Rulers 1,250
Chicago NW: Scissors 400
Chicago SO: Erasers 1,500
DeKalb: Bic-style Pens 7,500
Elgin: Crayons 1,500 boxes (only boxes of
24)
Rockford: Notebooks 1,500 (1 subject spiral,
8” x 10 1/2”)
All Districts: +2500 pencil sharpeners.

A truck will be available for the drop-off of kit
items in front of the MegaCenter on Sunday af-
ternoon and Monday morning.
Let’s bring out items to Annual Conference to
help make ALL schools a place to learn and
thrive.

WALK BY FAITH: Preparing for Annual Conference?
By Alka Lyall, Annual Conference Chair



Blueprint for Wellness Screenings
Blueprint Screenings will be held in the Ruby
Room (2nd floor of Tower) on Monday and Tues-
day (June 6 & 7) from 7 a.m. - 10 a.m. A conti-
nental breakfast will be available for anyone who
may have been fasting. Register by May 15. For
registration details and for more information on

eligibility visit: www.gbophb.org >
“HealthFlex/WebMD”. Select “Quest Blueprint for
Wellness” or phone: 1-855-623-9355.
Youth Session
Sunday, June 5, 2:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m., $10 per
person Youth - Grades 6-High School & Youth
Leaders. 

Sunday, June 5
12-5pm Youth Session
12-7pm Midwest Mission Distribution Ctr.

Truck Available for Donations
1-3pm    Registration Mega Center
1-1:30pm    New Member OrientationSkybox 1
2-10pm Childcare (See Website for Meal Break Times)
2-3pm    Ordination Rehearsal
2pm St. Charles Ballroom Coatroom

open for Clergy Robes
3pm Laity Session

Clergy Session
5pm Deadline for Submitting Removal

from Consent Calendar Petitions
5pm Dinner Break
5:30pm Youth Sessin Dinner
6-6:45pm    All Conference Choir Rehearsal
7pm Ordination - Reception to Follow

Monday, June 6
6-8am Breakfast
7-10am   Health Screening
7am-9pm Cokesbury/Displays Open
7:15-8:30am Midwest Mission Distribution Ctr.

Truck Available for Donations

7:15am Holy Communion
7:30am-9pm Childcare(See Website for Meal Break Times)
8am Opening Plenary
9am Bible Study
10am Episcopal Address/Landscape

Report
12pm Lunch
2-3:15pm Plenary 2
3-3:30pm Memorial Service Guest Reception
3:30pm Memorial Service
5pm Dinner
6:45-8:45pm Plenary 3

Tuesday, June 7
6-8am Breakfast
7-10am Health Screening
7am-6pm Cokesbury/Displays Open
7:15am Holy Communion
7:30am-5pm Childcare (See Website for Meal Break Times)
8am Plenary 4
9am Bible Study
10am Plenary 5
12pm Lunch
2pm Retirement Service
3:30pm Plenary 6

2016 Agenda for Annual Conference

By Anne Marie Gerhardt
May 13, 2016 | PORTLAND, Ore. (UMNS)

Pope Francis has been inspiring Bishop
Sally Dyck. No, she isn’t converting to
Catholicism, but she says the Pope’s an-

nouncement that a year of mercy would begin
this past Advent is both compelling and inspira-
tional.

“He said ‘Go and do mercy in
all the places that you are’ to
every Catholic,” the Chicago
Episcopal Area bishop said in
her sermon during the May 13
General Conference morning
worship. “I want to be part of a
church that has a year of
mercy, a decade of mercy, a
millennium of mercy.”

Dyck used Matthew 9:9-13,
the story of the Pharisees questioning how Jesus
could eat with tax collectors and sinners, as her
text.

“Jesus knew that the Pharisees believed that
the tax collectors were incompatible with good
Jews,” said Dyck. “And Jesus said to the Phar-
isees to go, learn mercy.”

As United Methodists, Dyck says we have one

category of humanity that we declare to be in-
compatible with Christian teaching, referring to
the Book of Discipline on the practice of homo-
sexuality.

“When I read this Gospel story (in Matthew), all
I can say is that seems incompatible with Chris-
tian teaching,” said Dyck. “I do not believe
LGBTQ people are any more sinful that I am, but

I know that not all of you think
the same way.”
Incompatible with Christian
teaching

Dyck said she looked into her
own life for who she would be
tempted to say is incompatible
with Christian teaching and
shared a painful and personal

family tragedy. A few years
back, she said one of her
family members killed another

family member and then killed himself.
“I can’t begin to describe for you the loss, the

grief and the wake of destruction that murder has
caused in my family,” she said. “But I am not
alone.”

Dyck lives in Chicago, where so far this year,
gun violence has caused 1,200 shootings and
800 deaths. On Palm Sunday weekend, she

Bishop Dyck says go and learn mercy

Photo by Rick Wolcott
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joined others in praying for no shooting deaths
over Easter. It was a rare occurrence that there
were none. This past Mother’s Day weekend,
there were 50 shootings and eight deaths.

“We organize ministry around these murders
because we open the doors of our churches so
children can find a place to be safe and not [get]
shot on their front porch,” she said referring to
United Methodist churches which participate in
the Safe Haven program with the Chicago Public
Schools.

“Murder – that’s not incompatible with Christian
teaching?” said Dyck.

Dyck raised another question. “Why is racism
not declared incompatible with Christian teach-
ing?”

“I’m a white person. You may have noticed that

race is one of the first things we notice in other
people,” she said. “It’s how I relate to the world
and how the world relates to me.”

Dyck said the church is structured on racism
and wondered why racism isn’t declared incom-
patible with Christian teaching.

“Because it might make us have different con-
versations? It might cause us to have different
kinds [of] petitions? It might make all of us look at
ourselves a little bit differently? It might be a chal-
lenge to our privilege?” said Dyck.

The point, she said, is not to add to the list of in-
compatibilities, but for the church to go with
mercy. “I don’t feel like it’s a rally call. It’s a
prayer, a plea. I want to be part of a church that’s
willing to go … learn … mercy. What part of ‘go’
don’t we get?”

By Kathy L. Gilbert
May 19, 2016 | PORTLAND, Ore. (UMNS)

The 2016 General Conference voted May
19 to withdraw United Methodist member-
ship from the Religious Coalition for Re-

productive Choice.
The United Methodist Church was a founding

member of the organization in 1973. The United
Methodist Board of Church and Society and
United Methodist Women are currently mem-
bers.

The 2004, 2008 and 2012 General Confer-
ences have debated staying in the organization,
because some church members disagree with
the coalition’s position on abortion. The argu-
ment to stay is to have “a voice at the table.”

RCRC is a coalition of national religious organ-
izations. According to the coalition’s website,
“the views of each denomination or organization
are their own and often vary.”

The Rev. Beth Ann Cook, Indiana Conference,
said, “the time has come to withdraw” because
The United Methodist Church’s positions on
abortion differ from some of the policies of the
coalition. She pointed to RCRC supporting gen-
der-selection abortions and late-term abortions.

The Rev. Rebecca Girrell, New England Con-
ference, said the coalition provides a religious
voice on the issue of reproductive health care for
all women. They provide training for churches to
talk to people who may be considering an abor-
tion or have had an abortion, she said.

“The United Methodist Church’s position on
abortion is carefully nuanced,” she said. “RCRC
does not speak for The United Methodist Church
but we speak to it.”

Women were dying
Susan Burton, executive with the United

Methodist Board of Church and Society, said
some United Methodist pastors formed the coali-
tion because women in their congregations were
dying trying to give themselves abortions. She
also said no church dollars directly fund the
coalition. 

“We advocate for The United Methodist
Church’s position on abortion. This interfaith or-
ganization is richer from hearing our voice,” Bur-
ton said.

But Iowa delegate Darcy Lynn Rubenking dis-
agreed.

“Abortion is murder. I don’t want the name of
my church or finances associated with RCRC,”
Rubenking said.

Courtney Fowler, Great Plains, said she works
in maternal health care.

“As a woman of faith, it saddens me that some
women die in childbirth because they do not
have access to adequate health care,” she said.
“We cannot do this work alone. We need all the
voices of faith to reduce abortions, not reduce
women’s access to reproductive health care.”

The issue of the church’s membership in the
coalition has been coming up for 12 years, said
Katherine Rohrs, West Ohio. “We have been
saying we need to be at the table because our
voice matters, but nothing has changed.”

Delegates voted in favor of withdrawing from
the organization by a vote of 425-268. A second
petition deleting language supporting RCRC
from the Book of Resolutions also passed.

Church ends membership in reproductive health coalition
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Bishop’s Appeal Offering
The Bishop’s Appeal Offering for the 177th Session of the Northern Illinois United Methodist

Church Conference, 2016, will benefit Rosecrance in their Launch for Life Campaign. Rosecrance
is a not-for-profit faithbased organization that offers inpatient and outpatient addiction and mental
health treatment for youth and young adults at more than forty locations across the Northern Illinois
Conference and Wisconsin. They provide treatment for over 22,000 families per year. Our offering
will be carried by the Lay Leader to the Annual Conference on June 5-7, 2016.



By Joey Butler
May 20, 2016 | PORTLAND, Ore. (UMNS)

General Conference delegates on May
20 approved a general church budget of
$604 million for 2017-2020, a slight in-

crease over the $603.1 million approved at the
2012 General Conference. It is also an in-
crease over the $599 million budget proposed
to the 2016 General Conference delegates,
which would have been The United Methodist
Church’s lowest in 16 years.
Opening worship

“We will not leave divided because God is
not finished with us yet!” Mountain Sky Area
Bishop Elaine Stanovsky reminded those at-
tending the  last day of the 2016 General Con-
ference.

She concluded that the real work happens
once the 10-day event has finished and gave
the delegates an assignment to “choose life”
as they talk about what has happened here in
Portland.
LGBTQ people gather for final demonstra-
tion

A large group of LGBTQ people circled the
floor of the 2016 General Conference on May
20, singing, “I am not forgotten, you are not
forgotten; God knows your name.”

Participants said the respectful demonstra-
tion was the final chance for LGBTQ people to
surround and support each other before every-
one leaves General Conference and returns to
their local churches.

“Queer people got no justice from this Gen-
eral Conference. … This was an attempt to let
them know we are still here,” said Jayson Dob-
ney, an advocate for LBGTQ people in The
United Methodist Church.
Votes of note

After prolonged, impassioned debate, dele-
gates chose not to add a fossil fuels invest-
ment screen for the United Methodist Board of
Pension and Health Benefits. The question
came down to divestment vs. engagement as
the better way to use church investments in in-
fluencing energy companies to address cli-
mate change. Ultimately, delegates voted
630-101 against amending church law to call
for screening out investments in fossil fuels
companies.

An amendment offered during debate on so-
cially responsible investing that sought to di-
vest from illegal settlements on occupied lands
failed 559-167. Earlier in the General Confer-
ence, the Financial Administration Legislative
Committee failed to support any petition calling
for divestment from companies doing business
in Israel. Delegates also adopted an amended
petition on behalf of a Palestinian village, Wadi

Foquin, where United Methodists support an
Advance project and community development
site. The petition calls on General Conference
to send letters to U.S. Secretary of State John
Kerry and other State Department officials,
U.S. President Barack Obama, the U.S. Con-
sulate in Jerusalem and the Israeli Civil Au-
thority to express “our concerns over the
confiscation of land and destruction of life in
the village.”

Delegates approved requiring that bishops in
the central conferences who have reached
mandatory retirement age must step down
three months after General Conference. The
change is effective immediately. Before, cen-
tral conference bishops had up to a year fol-
lowing General Conference to retire. 

By a vote of 509-242, delegates just ex-
ceeded the two-thirds threshold needed to
support amending the article on “Inclusiveness
in the Church in the denomination’s constitu-
tion. The amendment adds “gender” and “age”
to the list of qualities that will not be discrimi-
nated against in the life, worship and gover-
nance of the church. The amendment is
structured to preserve United Methodist
groups based on gender or age, such as
church youth groups. Now, the constitutional
amendment heads to annual conferences,
where it needs two-thirds of the total vote of
members to be ratified.

A petition calling for a mandatory vote on all
proposed legislation sent to the next General
Conference was approved by a vote of 406 to
361. All petitions submitted to General Confer-
ence “shall receive the vote of a legislative
committee” and all petitions approved by leg-
islative committees “shall receive a vote by the
plenary session at that year’s General Confer-
ence.” Considering how many petitions weren’t
voted on before this General Conference
ended, one wonders if GC2020 will need to
last a month.
In other news

General Conference 2016 said a fond
farewell to outgoing General Conference sec-
retary the Rev. Fitzgerald “Gere” Reist II, who
has served in that position since his election in
2004. Incoming secretary the Rev. Gary
Graves joked that he did not think he could do
justice to the tradition of festive shirts Reist
has been known to wear on the dais.

If you’re keeping score at home, the last
piece of legislation voted on by General Con-
ference 2016 was the passage of a resolution
to update and combine several existing resolu-
tions in the section “Caring for Creation: A Call
to Stewardship and Justice” from the Book of
Resolutions.

GC2016 May 20 wrap-up: Budget passes, with increase
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The Northern Illinois Conference of the
UMC commissioned Landscape Consult-
ing to help bring about leadership trans-

formation for the annual conference by
evaluating its performance as a regional asso-
ciation. A byproduct of this, hopefully, results in
local congregations becoming more vital and
healthy. 
The Landscape survey involved 390 respon-
dents, in order to ensure both valid and reliable
data. These respondents were comprised of
two-thirds clergy and one-third lay leaders, re-
sulting in a response rate of 67%.

The results were compared with 30 other re-
gional organizations (mainline Protestant de-
nominations). In comparison to the rest of the
nation, the results of the survey that evaluated
Energy and Satisfaction, the conference was
found to have an overall low level of satisfac-
tion and an average level of energy. These two
factors (energy and satisfaction) alone are key
indicators of health and vitality. 

Characteristics of High Energy/High Satisfac-
tion organizations

• Completeness
• Health
• Welfare
• Soundness
• Harmony
• Fun
• The absence of agitation or discord.
Our annual conference, with its comparative

scores of low level of satisfaction and average
level of energy puts the conference in the ‘re-
covery’ quadrant of a map that charts organiza-
tional systems. This fact may be interpreted as
meaning that the conference has a culture that
is lacking in corporate zest and common vision.
Comparative data indicates that our conference
is not alone – that most regional associations
are in this same difficult place.

Additionally, the Landscape survey found that
a majority of clergy and lay respondents (56%)
are ‘on the fence.’ They are in a ‘waiting place’
to see what will happen in the future. These
people represent a challenge, as well as an op-
portunity to the conference because they could
fall ‘off the fence’ either way, depending on fu-
ture strategies and actions. 

Level of satisfaction with current state of af-
fairs within the conference

• Laity – 26%
• Clergy – 17%
Level of energized respondents to conference

happenings
• Laity – 26%
• Clergy – 19%
A majority of respondents (59%) believe that

the conference should not continue in the same

overall direction that it has in the recent past.
Respondents are looking for new direction and
new actions.

Three pieces of good news
• The conference is ready to follow the

lead of the Bishop and leadership
• Communication is well done within the

conference
• Apportionment giving is expected to in-

crease by 13% this year.
In response to the findings of the Landscape

survey, the Bishop and Cabinet leadership pro-
posed conference-wide separate listening ses-
sions for the clergy and laity. The Bishop
opened the Aurora and Elgin District listening
laity session with the premise that in making
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation
of the world, there is mutual need and interde-
pendence. The local church exists for the an-
nual conference and the annual conference
exists for the local church.

The Bishop pointed out that in spite of the
need for change, there has been low tolerance
for change. She directed the session back to
God, wondering what God was doing in our an-
nual conference, and then discerning that God
is calling us to change relationships, spiritual
grounding and to listen deeply to God and each
other. 

Groups were then created by dividing the at-
tendees into groups of 8-10, with 3-4 confer-
ence leaders assigned to each small group,
acting as questioners and/or listeners. Groups
tackled the following topics:

A. Budgeting – transparency, apportionment
spending, cost sharing by churches, capital im-
provements, consolidations (conference and
local congregations) as well as dealing with the
question of how the local church can reflect the
makeup of their communities.

B. Structure – there was universal agree-
ment that the structure used to execute the
Imagine No Malaria program was the model for
other conference and local church ministry ef-
forts.

C. Program and Resources – communica-
tion, information sharing with other churches
about ministries that work successfully.

D. Staffing – integration, connection, strong
need for two-way communication. 

After the groups met and small group feed-
back was gathered, the small group responses
were posted so each individual could vote on
the answers that best expressed their thoughts
on specific subjects.

See the May newsletter for Bishop Sally
Dyck’s article about the Landscape surveys
and listening sessions.

Aurora and Elgin Districts Listening Sessions – Feb. 28, 2016
submitted by Manley Pratt

page 10



page 11

United Methodist Council of Bishops

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
May 23, 2016

Washington, D.C.: Reviving a tradition that
is more than 200 years old, the United
Methodist Council of Bishops sent this letter
today to the people of The United Methodist
Church following the 2016 General Confer-
ence, held in Portland, Oregon, May 10-20.
The letter reads as follows:
“To the people of The United Methodist
Church:

The Council of Bishops brings you greet-
ings in the name of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ who has called us to be ser-
vant leaders of the church. In 1812, Bishop
Francis Asbury, Bishop William McKendree
and General Conference Secretary Daniel
Hitt sent the first letter to churches following
General Conference. This letter seeks to re-
vive that tradition. Many bishops will also be
communicating individually with their own
areas.

Hundreds of lay and clergy delegates from
around the world gathered in Portland, Ore-
gon, along with bishops and pastors, church
members and staff, volunteers and visitors,
to engage in Christian conferencing, to
make decisions for our church’s future, to
affirm our global connection, to worship and
to celebrate God’s faithfulness.

We celebrated the success of our Imagine
No Malaria initiative, which seeks to raise
$75 million in the fight against malaria, a
disease that takes the life of a child in Africa
every two minutes. We celebrated our ecu-
menical partnerships as we move in to full
Communion with the Uniting Church in Swe-
den and toward full Communion with the
Moravian church. We celebrated our her-
itage: the 250th anniversary of our oldest
church, John Street United Methodist
Church, the 200th anniversary of the African
Methodist Episcopal Church, the 150th an-
niversary of United Methodist Women, the
25th anniversary of Africa University and
others.

We continued in our acts of repentance
with a presentation from the Cheyenne and
Arapaho tribes about the Methodist involve-
ment in the 1864 Sand Creek massacre. We
shared in the consecration of deaconesses
and home missioners and the commission-
ing of missionaries. We moved toward a

global Book of Discipline and global Social
Principles. We voted to add five new bish-
ops in Africa after 2020, and approved a
church wide study on our ecclesiology.

The Episcopal address set the tone for the
event, focusing on humility and lifting up our
accomplishments. We heard from our laity
an invitation to members to be more in-
volved in making disciples and getting in-
volved in ministries to bring the love of
Christ to others. We heard our young people
say they “are engaged in Christ’s journey
with energy and love.” We also heard them
say clearly that they do not want a divided
church and urged us to "be in unity even if
we do not have unanimity." They give us
hope for our future.

The body had difficult and challenging
work before it as we acknowledged our dif-
ferences over human sexuality. Amidst
those differences, the delegates affirmed
they want their bishops to lead and we
found ourselves with an opportunity for a
holy moment. We spoke candidly about
what divides us and what our church might
look like in the future if we dared to consider
new possibilities. We offered a way forward,
postponing decisions about sexuality mat-
ters and committing to having a different
kind of global conversation that allows all
voices to be heard.

Our differences do not keep us from being
the body of Christ. They do not keep us
from doing good in the world. They do not
keep us from making a difference – and so
we set forth bold new goals: to make a mil-
lion new disciples of Jesus Christ; to engage
3 million new people to make a difference in
the world; to transform 400 communities for
vital abundant living; to reach a million chil-
dren with lifesaving health interventions; and
to double the number of vital congregations.

Most importantly, we affirmed our commit-
ment to stay united. We proved that we are
more than debates and divisions, more than
rules and resolutions. We stood together as
the body of Christ. As we reflect on our time
in Portland, our prayer is for unity in the
church for the advancement of our mission
of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world.

As John Wesley reminded us, “Best of all,
God is with us.”

Signed on behalf of the Council of Bish-
ops, Bishop Bruce R. Ough, president of
the Council”

Council of Bishops follows tradition with letter to the church



Vacation Plans? Great but…
Vacation is a wonderful thing. But, often folks go off for vacation and forget to send
their tithes and offerings. Due to this, we often find that summers are very difficult
financial months for the church. Before you hop in the car, train, or plane, please
remember your financial sharing with Living Faith. You can give electronically
through PayPal (no account necessary) on our website www.lfumcwaukegan.org
by clicking on “Giving.” You can also tear off your issued offering envelope, or pick
up complimentary self-addressed envelopes to mail in your summer financial shar-
ing to the church office. Thank you so much for your commitment.

The Trustees Need You!
We have lovely grounds and they

need care. Volunteers are always
needed and welcome to help with
weeding the church and parsonage
grounds. There’s no need to sign up,
just call the church office or shoot us an
email and let us know when you intend
to come around and help out at a time
that is suitable for you. If you are inter-
esting in learning how to use the riding
mower, let us know. We could always
use more knowledgeable volunteers to
help with mowing, so we are eager to
get you trained!

In addition, if you’re at the church for
some reason or just walking by and you
notice litter in the lawn, please help us
out by picking it up. This is everyone’s
church and therefore everyone’s re-
sponsibility. Thank you!

Save the Dates!
FALL REVIVAL ~ Friday, August 26 and Satur-

day, August 27 @ 7:00 p.m.
PET BLESSING  ~ Sunday, August 28 @

10:30 a.m. (Outdoor Service)
“FAITH, LOVE, and SERVICE” SUNDAY ~

Sunday, September 25 @ 10:30 a.m.
More information will be available in future.

Movie Meet and Chat
Although Bible study will be on summer

break for July and August, our faith forma-
tion is not! Come and enjoy the movie, a
few snacks, and faith-filled conversation
after the conclusion of the film. EVERY-
ONE is welcome to attend and invite oth-
ers! 

July 13 @ 10:00 a.m.
GOD’S NOT DEAD (2014) PG

July 27 @ 10:00 a.m.
MOM’S NIGHT OUT (2014) PG

August 10 @ 10:00 a.m.
WAR ROOM (2015) PG

August 24 @ 10:00 a.m.
TBD
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