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Two Truths and a Lie is a game that is often
played in two polar, but equally important,
situations. Amongst new acquaintances it is

an icebreaker; amongst friends, family members, and
co-workers, it is used as a tool to bond closer. In this
game, each person (usually sitting in a circle) speaks
three declarative sentences and the rest of the group
has to decide what are the two truths and what is the
lie. It may seem strange to intentionally lie, espe-
cially to tell a lie about one’s self. However, truth be
told, we lie to ourselves at least once a day.

We say things about ourselves that are contrary to
who we are as unique human beings made in the
image of God. We say things about ourselves that are
contrary to persons that have been gifted with the
Resurrection power made possible through Christ
Jesus. We act in ways that are contrary to the actions
of what would be expected of people that recognize
and understand that they are God’s own. What’s
more, we do this daily, without thought we say things
like, ‘Oh, I can’t do that… We can’t do this… All we
can do is pray… It’s such a shame…’

If something should ever grieve the Holy Spirit, I
would think this denial of who we are has to be on
the short list.

Friends, Jesus tells us that while for people some-
thing may be impossible, nothing is impossible for

God (Mark 10:27 and Luke 18:27). Does this mean
that we sit back and wait for God to do all of the
work for us? Certainly not! Our Creator has given us
the faculties to be active participants in God’s contin-
ual creating work. So much that we have is taken for
granted, and for the benefit of whom? If we continu-
ally choose to stay on the bench when God is giving
us the opportunity to get in the game and be agents
of positive loving change in our lives and the lives of
those around us, certainly it is our choice, but we can
hardly say that we are living up to our potential. 

What are the lies you tell yourself that are binding
you? What are the lies that are keeping you from liv-
ing into the fullness of your Resurrection power po-
tential? What are those lies that you have told
yourself enough that you have come to overlook
them because they are disguised as truth? 

Examine your thoughts. Examine the words that
are making their way to your mouth. Are they really
the truth? Or, are they lies? 

You are God’s own. You are made in the image of
God. Christ died for you. You have Resurrection
power. You have a purpose. You can make a differ-
ence. 

That was three truths, followed by three more
truths. No lies.

Your Apportionment Faithfulness 
has Made a Difference [July 2016]

DS Darneather Murph-Heath of the Elgin district shares: Your apportionment dollars are at work
at Elmhurst: Faith Evangelical UMC. This congregation under the leadership of the Rev. Jason
Turner is making community connections to provide a welcoming space for the Special Needs
Community, and all who need accessible worship spaces. Pastor Jason’s heart broke open one
day as he sat in his office and looked out the window and saw this young man with special needs.
He heard the Lord speak to his heart to reach out and create a safe welcoming environment so
that those with special needs could feel God’s love.

This summer Pastor Jason and the Church will be hosting a Special Needs VBS. On October 16
at 5:00 p.m., Pastor Jason and Faith Evangelical UMC will be launching its first Accessible Wor-
ship Community Gathering at a partner church. On November 13 from 3-5 p.m. Faith Evangelical
will be having their first Accessibility Ministry at the Elmhurst Library. This is what your apportion-
ment dollars look like in action; please pray for success!

As reported by the Northern Illinois Conference online.



August Committee Meetings

Worship..................  To be determined
Finance…………..Tuesday, Aug. 16; 7:00 pm
Trustees……….Wednesday, Aug. 17; 7:30 pm
PPRC ………...........Friday, Aug. 19; 6:00 pm
Church Council …Tuesday, Aug. 23; 7:00 pm
Gardening……….Fridays beginning at 1:30 pm

Living Faith UMC

Income & Expenses - Month Ending

June-2016

June-2016 YTD-2016
Income: $8,169.25 $66,539.28
Expenses: $13,949.76 $78,684.27
Income Less
Expenses: -$5,780.51 -$12,144.99

Electronic donations now accepted

You can now give electronically using your
mobile device or computer by visiting the
church website: www.lfumcwaukegan.org. Re-
curring giving options are available for your
convenience.
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New Kitchen Refrigerator Policy

Please label any food or drink items you
place in the fridge with the date those
items were placed there. All items will
be discarded 7 days after they were
stored.

If we have missed your birthday or
wedding anniversary we apologize.
Please let the office know so we can
update our records.

Happy Birthday!

8/11 Francis Pioquinto
8/28 Marites Anilao
9/5 Aimee Chamernik
9/6 Jeffrey Pioquinto
9/11 Matthew Fallon
9/11 Romeo Pioquinto
9/12 Barbara Blackburn
9/22 Dolly Conley
9/24 Megan Dean

Sept. Committee Meetings

Worship..................  To be determined
Visitation ……….........Tuesday, Sept. 13; 6 pm
PPRC ……….................Friday, Sept. 16; 6 pm
Finance…………..Tuesday, Sept. 20; 7:00 pm
Trustees……….Wednesday, Sept. 21; 7:30 pm
Church Council.........Tuesday, Sept. 27; 7 pm
Gardening……….Fridays beginning at 1:30 pm

Oct-Nov Newsletter Deadline

Please turn in all information for the
October-November newsletter by
Sept.19th. 

There is a place at
the table for you to... REKINDLE 

THE
FLAME

Living Faith United
Methodist Church
414 N. McAree Road,
Waukegan, Illinois 60085
847-662-8383 Phone
www.lfumcwaukegan.org

Outdoor REVIVAL
Saturday, August 27,

2016

7:00 p.m.

There will be s’mores and
hotdogs on the fire, good

fellowship, good music, and
enlivening reviving Word!



This is the start of the new year. For

those who have pledged and have not

reached their commitment for 2015, now

is the time to start. Any questions please

see

Manley Pratt. Living Faith’s two year balance of contribu-

tions for the No More Malaria Campaign is $4,126 as of May

22nd, 2016. Our goal is $5,000.

News from Missions

Imagine No Malaria

Manley Pratt, Church Lay Leader to 
Annual Conference

COOL Food Pantry

Our collection for the month of

July is canned vegetables If you

wish to get a head start for Au-

gust, we will be collecting pasta
and rice. 

COMMUNITY MEAL VOLUNTEERS

Would YOU like to lend a hand to an important
ministry here in Waukegan? 

Well, you can.
Volunteer to help with Community Meals at
Christ Episcopal Church, 410 Grand Ave.,

Waukegan. Here are the dates in
which volunteers are needed:

August 21

*September 25

October 30

*November 27

* Dates that will be sponsored by a new team
that will be named in honor of Margaret Beck.

Donations are always appreciated and
desserts are always needed. We could also

use volunteers to help shop and cook prior to
the Community Meal. Following is a breakdown

of when volunteers are needed the day of theday
of the Community Meal. Of course, all volunteers
are welcome to stay from the beginning to end.

Noon to 2pm: Prep

2pm to 2:30pm: First Serving

2:30pm to 3pm: Second Serving

3pm to 4pm: Clean-up

Any questions, contact Gale Asmondy or Eliza-
beth Fallon

Willie Smith

Eldridge Lovelace

Karen & Steve Kuester

Beatrice Jones

Bernardino Naval

Aimee Chamernik & Family

Shirley Pratt

Lolita Pineda & Family

Elisa Gomez

Libby Palacios

Floretta Earley

Lincolnwood UMC

Family of Louise Webster

Armed Forces Personnel

Our neighbors & community

Family of Lemuel “Parky” Becker

Family of Edward Allen Zoller

Family of Lucretia Littles

Laura Braindies & Family

Dolly & Frank Conley

Audra Tyler & Family

Family of Annabelle Ambrose

Minister Pat Echols & Family

Nikkia & Family & Friends

The individuals who vandalized

our Prayer Box Sign

Those children of God who have

burgled churches

Charles Lovelace & Family

Lynne White

If you would like to be added to, or removed
from our prayer list please let the

office know.
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Song Leader Schedule

The following is our schedule for
Song Leaders to help lead the
music during worship and for a
Hymn Sing before worship.
Aug. 7 Mike and LaDonna Meyer
Aug. 14 Audra Tyler
Aug. 21 Barb Blackburn and Caryl
Rine
Aug. 28 Frances and Chearyl
Henderson
Sept. 4 Mike and LaDonna Meyer
Sept. 11 Audra Tyler
Sept. 18 Barb Blackburn and Caryl
Rine
Sept. 25 Frances and Chearyl
Henderson.



Vacation Plans? Great but…

Vacation is a wonderful thing. But, often folks go off for vacation and forget to send

their tithes and offerings. Due to this, we often find that summers are very difficult

financial months for the church. Before you hop in the car, train, or plane, please

remember your financial sharing with Living Faith. You can give electronically

through PayPal (no account necessary) on our website www.lfumcwaukegan.org

by clicking on “Giving.” You can also tear off your issued offering envelope, or pick

up complimentary self-addressed envelopes to mail in your summer financial shar-

ing to the church office. Thank you so much for your commitment.

The Trustees Need You!

We have lovely grounds and they

need care. Volunteers are always

needed and welcome to help with

weeding the church and parsonage

grounds. There’s no need to sign up,

just call the church office or shoot us an

email and let us know when you intend

to come around and help out at a time

that is suitable for you. If you are inter-

esting in learning how to use the riding

mower, let us know. We could always

use more knowledgeable volunteers to

help with mowing, so we are eager to

get you trained!

In addition, if you’re at the church for

some reason or just walking by and you

notice litter in the lawn, please help us

out by picking it up. This is everyone’s

church and therefore everyone’s re-

sponsibility. Thank you!

Movie Meet and Chat

Although Bible study will be on

summer  break for July and August,

our faith formation is not! Come and

enjoy the movie, a few snacks, and

faith-filled conversation after the

conclusion of the film. EVERYONE

is welcome to attend and invite oth-

ers! 

August 10 @ 10:00 a.m.

WAR ROOM (2015) PG

August 24 @ 10:00 a.m.

TBD
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Additional Ushers and Greeters needed!
Prayerfully consider serving as an usher or a
greeter so that we can improve our hospital-
ity.

Church Office Closed 

for Vacation from 

August 1-5



Elgin District’s 1st Annual
Picnic! Save the Date!

Who: All Elgin District Clergy & Churches
When: Sunday, August 21, 2016
Theme: "Goof Off, Grill Out, and Go
Home; Elgin Celebrates!
Time: 3pm-5pm
Place: Prince of Peace UMC in Elk Grove
Village.
Sponsored By: The Elgin District Super-
intendency Team

We are organizing carpools, so if you
are interested, contact Barb at the
church office.
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Do you know about Rebound? This 24-
hour community based transitional liv-
ing facility located in Waukegan is a

program of One Hope United.   
Rebound's life skills program serves young

men between the ages of 17-20 who are
wards of the state and who have had in-
volvement with the criminal justice system.
These youth who lack traditional families are
referred for placement by the Illinois Depart-
ment of Corrections, the Illinois Department
of Children and Family Services and various
county probation departments.  The ultimate
goal of residents is to successfully achieve
independence by the age of 21.

Rebound was established over 40 years
ago (under the name of Young Men's Fellow-
ship of Lake County) by Faith UMC's found-
ing pastor, the Rev. Ralph Smith and was
supported by us over most of those years.

Church and Society Corner
Sally Zeit



By Anne Marie Gerhardt (UMNS)
The Rev. Tracy Smith Malone of the Northern

Illinois Conference was the first bishop elected by

the North Central Jurisdictional Conference on

July 13.

“To God be the glory. Friends, I stand before

you as one who feels very blessed. Blessed for

the journey, by your prayers and confidence in

my leadership. I am a child of a church. You

raised me and formed me. I consider it a privilege

and an honor to serve the

church,” said Smith Mal-

one after being intro-

duced as a bishop of The

United Methodist Church.

Malone, who has been

serving as the Chicago

Southern district superin-

tendent since 2011, was

elected on the sixth ballot

with 120 votes. The same

ballot elected the Rev.

Frank Beard from the In-

diana Conference with

109 votes. The Rev.

David Bard was elected

during the 10th round of

voting with 117 votes.

North Central must elect

one more bishop and will

continue voting on July 14.

The consecration service for the four new bish-

ops will be held July 16 at 10 a.m. at Peoria First

United Methodist Church.

Later in the week, the North Central Jurisdic-

tion’s Episcopacy Committee will announce the

assignment of bishops for the next four years.

Their four-year term of service begins Sept. 1.

Smith Malone is the first female bishop to be

elected from the Northern Illinois Conference and

the first candidate from the conference to be

elected in the last 20 years. Bishop Jonathan D.

Keaton was elected in 1996. 

Smith Malone grew up in the church as a

preacher’s kid – the daughter of the late Rev.

Willie Smith. She received her call to ministry at

the early age of 13.

She graduated from United Methodist-related

North Central College with a B.A. in religious

studies and sociology and earned her master of

divinity at United Methodist Garrett-Evangelical

Theological Seminary. She earned her D.Min. at

United Theological Seminary, also a United

Methodist seminary.

She is dean of the cabinet for the Northern Illi-

nois Conference and has served various

churches in the conference since 1989, when she

began her ministry as a youth pastor at Jessie

Walker United Methodist Church in Joliet, Illinois.

Before she was appointed district superintend-

ent in 2011, she served as senior pastor of Gary

United Methodist Church in Wheaton, Illinois.

She was a delegate to General Conference

2016, where she was chair of the Agenda and

Calendar Committee and is a member of the

board of the United Methodist Commission on

Religion and Race. She serves on the Board of

Trustees of Garrett-Evangelical Theological Sem-

inary and is a member of Black Methodists for

Church Renewal.

The bishop-elect said people began sowing the

seeds encouraging her to run for bishop a few

years ago. It didn’t resonate at first, but she says

she started seeing signs

and affirmations.

“As I began to see how

the church has become

very broken and losing

hope, and really trying to

figure out who we are in a

time like this, I started lis-

tening more closely and

said to myself could it be

that God has been equip-

ping me to be an agent of

hope and reconciliation.”

Seeking wisdom she

said she dedicated time

to pray and fast before

coming to her decision

last year.

“I asked the Lord to

show me and it became

very clear in my spirit that this is the path that

God wanted me on.” 

She was unanimously endorsed by the North-

ern Illinois Conference Delegation in September

2015 and last November by the conference.

“Tracy is an inspirational leader who brings out

the best in others— a gift for ministry that The

United Methodist Church so desperately needs

during these challenging and changing times,”

said Northern Illinoise Conference delegate the

Rev. Chris Pierson. “Tracy is a leader who not

only casts a vision for the church but has the

leadership and administrative skills to bring vision

to fruition/fulfillment as she points the Church to a

more excellent way.”

She says as an episcopal leader she will con-

tinue to look to her mentors and those who have

guided and shaped her along the way (both laity

and clergy).

“Leadership is the ability to give space for lis-

tening and hold together different perspectives,”

said the bishop-elect. “I’m going to give my very

best to God and my very best to the church. Peo-

ple can count on me to be faithful.”

Malone and her husband Derrick Malone have

two daughters, Alexis and Ashley.

Three candidates withdrew their names from

consideration as the day progressed: the Revs.

David Meredith, Christopher Ritter and Charles

Boayue. Meredith, an openly gay candidate from

the West Ohio Conference, delivered a heartfelt

“thank you” when he publicly withdrew after the

fourth ballot.

Tracy Smith Malone elected bishop in North Central

Photo courtesy of the North Central Jurisdiction.
The Rev. Tracy Smith Malone (left, Northern Illi-
nois Conference) is introduced by Maggie Jack-
son, North Central Jurisdiction Committee on
Episcopacy chair, as a newly elected bishop of
the North Central Jurisdiction. Smith Malone was
elected July 13, 2016 on the sixth ballot.
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Thank you to all of the churches
within the Northern Illinois Confer-
ence of The United Methodist

Church for your incredible outpouring of
support of the 2016 Bishop’s Appeal for
Rosecrance Lakeview. Thanks to you, the
Bishop’s Appeal raised over $56,000 (and
still counting) for the new Rosecrance
Lakeview counseling center and recovery
residence, with the most funds raised by
constituents in the Rockford District. We
are truly humbled by this outpouring of
support for our mission and we feel
blessed to have received the honor of the
Bishop’s Appeal during our 100th Anniver-
sary year to help bring this life-changing
project to life.

Over the course of Rosecrance’s Launch
to Life campaign for Rosecrance Lake-
view, Rosecrance has aimed not only to
spread awareness of addiction and mental
health, but also to raise money through
such means as the Bishop’s Appeal to
help young men and women find life
through recovery. And thanks to our many
donors who have been generous with their
time and money, we can call the Bishop’s
Appeal a great success. Thanks to you
and other Rosecrance donors, we are
poised to open our Rosecrance Lakeview
facility in July 2016.

To help demonstrate the ripple effect that
will come from the Bishop’s Appeal, we
share with you Cortney’s story, a story that
shows how your support of Rosecrance
has positive effects that reach far beyond
the individual, immediate benefits of ad-
diction treatment and access to recovery
services. As we together work to combat
this devastating disease, programs like
those at Rosecrance Lakeview allow
young men and women to reunite with
their families, reintegrate within their com-
munities, and regain their productivity.
Thanks to you, Rosecrance Lakeview can
help provide the support necessary to free
our young people from suppressed human
potential, which not only benefits our
clients, but their loved ones and our com-
munity as a whole.

Cortney, who lives in Lake in the Hills,
first arrived at Rosecrance in April 2013
for help to treat her addiction. She suc-
cessfully completed residential treatment

and was transitioned to a Rosecrance re-
covery program in McHenry County where
she continues to work on her sobriety.
Now almost two years sober, Cortney was
so inspired by her recovery journey and
the work with Rosecrance that today she
is pursuing a certification in substance
abuse counseling at a suburban Chicago
college.

“I didn’t envision a future for myself be-
cause I didn’t think I’d still be alive if I was
using,” Cortney said. “Rosecrance has
been the biggest help out of anybody,
aside from my family and friends. My
counselor at Rosecrance was definitely
the inspiration for going back to school. It
had never really occurred to me until I
started working with them that I could ac-
complish something like this.”

Now Cortney wants to help others –
change lives the same way Rosecrance
did for her. “I tell my Rosecrance coun-
selor all the time that I hope I’m half as
good as she is,” Cortney said. “I want to
give people hope.” With a year remaining
of school, Cortney has her sights set on
graduation.

In Cortney’s story, we can see how the
benefits of campaigns like the Bishop’s
Appeal and Launch to Life for Rosecrance
Lakeview radiate outward. Today, Cort-
ney’s entire life has turned around, and
she works to help others like herself, rais-
ing awareness and reaching out to help
other young adults find their way to treat-
ment and reclaim their lives, just as she
did. We wish to extend our deepest grati-
tude for your contributions to this life-sav-
ing effort.

We invite you to stay up to date with all
of the amazing work happening at Rose-
crance  year-round. Please visit us at
www.rosecrance.org, or follow us on
Facebook or Twitter, and remember: Even
spreading the word about Rosecrance and
Rosecrance Lakeview is a great contribu-
tion to the cause. Please also feel free to
contact Margaret Wenzel, Rosecrance’s
Director of Development in Chicago, at
mwenzel@rosecrance.org or 312-550-
8270. Thank you again for helping us
reach our goal!

As reported by the Northern Illinois Con-
ference online. 

Rosecrance gives thanks for Bishop’s Appeal offering
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By Rev. Adonna Reid, Chair NIC CORR

July 2016

Here we are not even a month after Annual
Conference and we find ourselves grieving
the incidents charged with overtones of

racism and bigotry over the past week in Baton
Rouge, Minneapolis and Dallas. I reference Annual
Conference because it was at Annual Conference
this year that representatives of the Northern Illi-
nois Conference Commission on Religion and
Race and the Commission on the Status of the of
Role of Women stood before you to call us all to
the vision of the Beloved Community of which Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. dreamed: the time when indeed
the lion would lie down with the lamb and the world
would be at peace; the Beloved Community that
would be characterized by all of God’s children
being able to co-exist with a genuine sense of se-
curity and safety, where
fairness and justice would make their homes. We
rejoiced in strides we, as an annual conference,
were making towards that goal. However, the
events of the last few weeks beginning with the
mass shooting at the Pulse nightclub in Orlando
followed by the shootings that have rocked the na-
tion this past week, all punctuated by the random
acts of terror at places around the globe remind us
that as a global community we are far from God’s
vision and hopes for the world. As a church and as
a nation we mourn the loss of
innocent lives—of those whose only “crime” was to
be of a group that some have learned to fear
and/or hate simply because of who they are.

While politicians ponder meaningful and produc-
tive next steps that may be months if not years
away from implementation, those who are followers
of Jesus can take immediate action. We can do
several things right now:

• PRAY. Pray for God to comfort those who
mourn. Pray for those who are too hurt, angry, or
frustrated to pray for themselves. Pray for the par-
ents who fear for their children every time they step
outside and sometimes even while they “should be”
safe inside their homes. Pray that the spirit of vio-
lence that plagues our communities and our world
would be vanquished. Pray for the countless per-
sons of identified minority groups and their loved
ones who bear the burden of a risk of violence in
one form or another from one source or another
simply because they dare to live their lives doing
ordinary activities that become extraordinary be-
cause they are doing them while being a minority.

• Become educated on the problem. If you are
not one of the ones impacted in your daily life by
the specter of senseless acts of violence and the
scourge of intimidation and oppressive circum-
stances of racism, sexism, and other “isms” and
“phobias,” then you may not have come to the real-
ization that the problem is systemic and pervasive.
Google the videos that have captured the atrocious
acts of violence and allow your heart to be moved
to empathy for and with the victims, their families,

and their communities. 
• Repent. If the Holy Spirit convicts you of ways

that you may have contributed through thoughts,
words or deeds to the societal energy that op-
presses or condemns others because of our differ-
ences. Then upon true repentance, accept God’s
gift of grace and forgiveness, which will then free
you join with others to do the following.

• Advocate
-- For justice. Tell your elected officials as well as

the U.S. Department of Justice, Civil Rights Divi-
sion that Black Lives Matter. And let’s be clear
about what that phrase means. Those who say that
Black lives matter are not saying that others lives
do not matter. They are not saying that lives of law
enforcement officials do not matter. ALL lives DO
matter. The point is that Black are being dispropor-
tionately shot, brutalized, and killed without provo-
cation as compared to other racial groups.
Therefore, the phrase Black Lives Matter serves as
a reminder that Black lives in fact DO matter as
much as other lives.

-- For reform. At the local level there can be im-
provement in training of law enforcement personnel
and local independent review board protocol; and
at the federal level, we can insist that the Justice
Department aggressively prosecute unwarranted
police shootings as civil rights violations. Learn
more about what the Northern Illinois Conference
is doing in collaboration with the Community Re-
newal Society to bring about Fair Cops legislation,
which will help repair broken trust between the
community and law enforcement. Stand with those
who are working towards the passing of gun safety
reforms. Finally, in November, vote your con-
science that is informed by God’s revelation of The
Beloved Community and how God’s Kingdom
might come on earth as it is
in Heaven, and then continue to make your voice
and opinion heard throughout the halls of govern-
ment on every level.

We can not lose heart and succumb to believing
there is no hope no matter how dark the days ap-
pear right now, no matter how many times the
wounds on our hearts are reopened after yet an-
other unwarranted shooting occurs and the inno-
cent are massacred. Our souls cry out, “How long
Oh God, how long?” Then silence. Be reassured,
however, that the Bible tells us that one day these
atrocities will be avenged, but that is not our job.
Judgment and vengeance is God’s alone. Our job
is to love, even in the face of great hardship and
trial.

Let us continue to strive to make disciples of
Jesus Christ so that we would have more workers
in the vineyard, laboring in love for God’s Kingdom
to come on earth as it is in heaven. Keep calm and
pray on. God will show us the way through the
darkness for Jesus is still the light of the world.
Always in Christ,

Rev. Adonna Reid on behalf of the Commission

on Religion and Race and The NIC BBC (Build-

ing Beloved Community) Team

A Statement of The NIC Commission on 
Religion and Race on Recent National Events
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22 Immediately he made the disciples get into

the boat and go on ahead to the other side, while

he dismissed the crowds. 23 And after he had dis-

missed the crowds, he went up the mountain by

himself to pray. When evening came, he was

there alone, 24 but by this time the boat, battered

by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind

was against them. 25 And early in the morning he

came walking toward them on the sea. 26 But

when the disciples saw him walking on the sea,

they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they

cried out in fear.

27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them and

said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.”

28 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, com-

mand me to come to you on the water.” 29 He

said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started

walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. 30

But when he noticed the strong wind, he became

frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out,

“Lord, save me!” 31 Jesus immediately reached

out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You

of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32 When they

got into the boat, the wind ceased.

33 And those in the boat worshiped him, saying,

“Truly you are the Son of God.”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xFntFdEGgw
s

You’ve just seen a short clip from Indiana Jones
and the Last Crusade; a Steven Spielberg film
from 1989. The scene is where Indiana Jones is
trying to find his father who was in search of the
Holy Grail. But Indy’s father is wounded and so he
embarks on an action adventure to save him. In
the course of getting to his father, he comes to a
bottomless pit/ abyss. The bad guys are chasig
him and he comes to a precipice. He senses his
father telling him to have faith. Indy has to trust
the map in the diary his father made which shows
the invisible bridge upon which Indiana Jones
must step. Indy has to take a step out into noth-
ingness, trusting that the bridge is really there be-
neath his feet. He says, “it’s a leap of faith.” Not
sure what will happen, he takes that step and
finds the bridge beneath his feet to successfully
walk across it…to the next challenge!

Since last year’s annual conference, the image
of Indiana Jones stepping out over the abyss,
trusting that the bridge would be beneath his feet,
has been like a constant prayer for me. These are
times in which none of us, if we are honest, know
exactly where we are going and how to get there.
We truly have to walk by faith and not by sight,
trusting  that there’s a bridge beneath our feet as
we step out in faith. We can’t stay where we are;
we must go forward in faith but we don’t know the
path forward. It’s untested and untried, not even
visible to us as the “ways we’ve always done
things” are visible to us.

The church is like that boat that Jesus sent out

into the waters. The storms of our times are beat-
ing against the church. It’s sickening at times to be
in the boat. I’m seasick in the chaos of change,
aren’t you? The disciples were afraid and Jesus
wasn’t anywhere to be found. Luke’s telling of this
story has Jesus sound asleep in the back of the
boat on a cushion! I want to yell: “Jesus, where
are you? We could use a little help over here!” Or,
“Jesus, wake up and help us!”

We’re afraid in the church today. We’re afraid
that our churches are declining and we don’t know
what to do as clergy or laity. Like those in the
boat, I’m sure you’ve stayed awake at night, wor-
rying. You’ve undoubtedly been afraid that you
won’t have enough money to pay the bills, espe-
cially the pastor and staff. You’ve been afraid that
your church is trying a new thing and it might fail.
You’ve been afraid that your church hasn’t tried a
new thing to see if it will fail or succeed.

This year has been one in which I have been
afraid for this annual conference. We were on the
bubble to be yoked with another conference last
fall but due to the addition of the new people in
our new faith communities across the NCJ, we
dodged that one…for now.

I’ve been afraid that we don’t have enough
money to do what we need as an annual confer-
ence to support our mission, to start new churches
and revitalize existing ones as well as to support
necessary infrastructure. I’ve been afraid that as
we make change we won’t make enough change
or we’ll make too much change, that we’re going
too slow or going too fast. As you know if you
were a part of the listening sessions, everyone
wants change, we just don’t want to be the ones
who change! But you want the bishop to the lead
change that you want but that you don’t want to
have to do! I’ve been afraid of that, too!

We all live in the storms of change and it makes
us afraid! But we are called to walk by faith, not by
sight; not to live in fear but to live in faith. We are
not the first ones in our Christian history to come
to the edge of a precipice with everything collaps-
ing, disappearing, shifting and changing behind
and unknown ahead of us.

I’m pretty sure of one thing: we’re not going back
to the way it’s been. Where it was easy to open
the doors of the church and people just came
through them to live their lives with us. Where the
church was the center of peoples’ social life.
When we didn’t have to have a clear mission, vi-
sion and core values in order to be the church and
so we could do pretty much what we wanted to do
with a reasonable amount of resources because
we had them. 

But then, we’re also not going back to when
people of color and women, for instance, weren’t
lift up and celebrated. When we couldn’t even talk
about human sexuality and acknowledge that
there have always been LGBTQ laity and clergy in

The Bridge Beneath Our Feet

Matthew 14:22-33

Episcopal Address

Northern Illinois Annual Conference

St. Charles, IL, June 6, 2016
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the church. When we didn’t have to trust in God to
stay true to a mission because we relied on our
own strength. Before we lost our ability to share
our faith because we didn’t have to share it —SS
taught our children and no one really needed to
articulate faith to a “non-religious” culture/neigh-
bors.

I believe there is hope for our future but hope for
the future isn’t hope for what has been to be
again; hope for the future is to trust that if we walk
by faith and not by sight—trust in the bridge be-
neath our feet—we will find ourselves in a new
place, doing things differently, being the church as
we are, not how we’ve been; being true to the mis-
sion of following Jesus. We’re in the midst of the
old dying around us but without really being able
to see the new that is emerging; like an invisible
bridge, we must step out in faith!

You might be saying to yourself, “You know, this
gospel story doesn’t end well for Peter.” Yes, he
began to sink when he looked around him and
saw the strong wind. Hmmm, it wasn’t the water
beneath him that made him afraid; it was the wind
whipping everything around him. The winds/torna-
dos of fear make us sink and threaten to make us
fall into the abyss. Fear and grief paralyze us and
keep us from stepping out in faith.

Newsflash in case you don’t know the story or
forgot: Peter didn’t drown! As the old saying goes,
at least Peter got out of the boat! Peter was out
there on the waves where Jesus could reach out
to him. “You of little faith! Why did you have
doubts?” Jesus admonishes them. Well, of course
Peter had doubts. We do, too, especially about
anything that makes us want to hope that new life
can come into our local churches, that our annual
conference overall can grow again, that we will
have resources for ministry and mission, and that
we will do the things we need to do, step by step,
trusting in the bridge beneath our feet of God’s
grace, to make it through.

“Come to me,” Jesus said. The best thing to do
when you’re afraid is to step out toward Jesus; to
do something! Not just anything, but to develop a
plan that keeps our eyes on Jesus. I’ve always be-
lieved that it was when Peter began to look
around at the wind and even the roiling sea, taking
his eyes off of Jesus, that he began to be in trou-
ble.

As you know, as CCFA began to wrestle with our
financial difficulties, and called me and others in to
find out what was going on and how we can be a
stronger, better aligned and streamlined confer-
ence, CCFA commissioned the Landscape
process. Our consultant, Susan Cszolgsz will re-
view our process in a minute, but what’s important
to know is that throughout these conversations—
and as we continue forward—we have to figure
out what does the local church need that only the
annual conference can provide? How do we keep
the local church the focus of all of the annual con-
ference’s work? It is at thelocal church where dis-
ciples are made, communities are changed, and
the world around  us experiences something of
the hope and grace that it longs for. How does the
annual conference focus its energies more care-

fully and in alignment with that task?
In our Purpose Summit, we remembered the

stated purpose of an annual conference--or the
structure, staff, budgeting and programming of the
annual conference: to make disciples of Jesus
Christ for the transformation of the world by equip-
ping its local churches for ministry and by provid-
ing a connection for ministry beyond the local
church; all to the glory of God.” The purpose of the
annual conference isn’t to serve the annual con-
ference but to serve the local church in its mission
which is to make disciples.

Our vision of what we want our annual confer-
ence to be is a structure, staffing, programming
and budget that “makes and supports vital Chris-
tians in vital congregations that engage with their
communities and the world for peace, justice and
mercy.” The annual conference’s vision is to help
local churches make disciples, have vital congre-
gations and engage in their communities and the
world. The work of the mission is at the local
church. It is up to you—how do we best help you,
equip and empower you to do the work, fulfill the
mission of making disciples in your community
through your church?

In addition to fear and uncertainty about the
church, hurt seems to envelop this annual confer-
ence—its clergy and its local churches. In the lis-
tening sessions, we heard stories and cries of
pain, anger and grief from clergy and laity alike.
We have all failed each other in ministry. Bishops
and DSes have failed clergy and local churches.
Clergy have failed to support each other in the
boat and to carefully and successfully steer the
boats/churches that they have been entrusted to
them. Communities have failed churches and
churches have failed communities.

The pain and grief goes every which way…and
we can choose to live there if we want or we can
begin to build and rebuild relationships with each
other, forgiving each other and letting each other
be a new being in Christ just as we want to be a
forgiven and a new being in Christ. On behalf of
all of us, I confess that we have failed God and
each other.

But we must not let our grief, anger and pain
overlook the many wonderful and gifted clergy and
laity in wonderful and fruitful ministries throughout
this annual conference.

We probably need to celebrate more! To give
thanks to God. We must trust that God’s grace is
the bridge beneath our feet and the way toward
healing.

Out of the Listening Sessions, then, the Land-
scape Team picked up themes of hope for the an-
nual conference going forward. These are
aspirational values that we want to permeate the
way we as the annual conference do our work in
equipping local churches, building trust and rela-
tionships as well as making decisions:

• Focus on mission
• Evaluation, accountability and support for

growth 
• Experimentation and risk-taking (with room for

failure) for the purpose of learning
• Transparency
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• Honesty and graciousness with each other
• Safe spaces for sharing
• Relationship-building
• Provision of resources/services closer to the

local church
• Fostering and celebrating diversity (as a con-

ference, in our community and in the world)
None of these are things that we can legislate;

we can’t legislate attitudes/mindset and aspira-
tions. But keeping these aspirational values in
mind and using them in our work as an annual
conference—in the work of committees, the kind
of programming we do, the attitudes and actions
of staff, and the way in which we build our budget
and expend it for mission—will require a lot of
change on the part of all of us. Much of the
change is attitudinal/mindset on everyone’s part,
beginning with conference leadership and continu-
ing throughout the clergy and laity in the local
church.

This morning you will hear some of the results of
the Landscape Survey, the Purpose Summit and
its Listening Sessions and some of the ways we
are beginning to do things differently for the pur-
pose of supporting local churches and discerning
and aligning as an annual conference structure,
programming, staffing and budgeting our vision.

With CCFA, the Landscape Team will present
two areas listed on your brochure at your table—
the legislation that they submitted. In addition, I
just want to point out that the Landscape Team
didn’t work on who and what we need for staffing.
You will see a group that has been organized to
begin that work right after annual conference. But
throughout this annual conference, there will be
others reporting on what they will be doing differ-
ently so keep the brochure nearby.

After Indiana Jones gets to the other side, he
throws some substance back on the bridge to
make it invisible again. Obviously in the story he
needs to make sure that no one gets an easy
pass across the abyss! But in my own thinking
about walking by faith, not by sight, I think it
means for us to realize that once we find a way
forward, do a new thing, we have to let go of think-
ing that we’ve found the final answer! We won’t
get it all right and we’ll have some unintended
consequences. But that must not stop us from
making change. We must become a culture that
experiments, risks, fails, evaluates, continues to
learn, and then do another new thing. There’s no
path or bridge behind us; it’s always a matter of
stepping out on faith, trusting that God is the
bridge beneath our feet. So let’s be gentle with
each other as we make this journey down this
road of faith together.

Our Landscape consultant, Susan C, will remind
us what we have learned about ourselves

as an annual conference and then the Land-
scape Team will make their report. 
Re-cap:
1. Landscape began as a way to prioritize the

budget but it proceeded 1) to insure that we are
good stewards of our resources and derive the
maximum benefit from them, based on the needs
of the annual conference and 2) to strengthen our

connection as an annual conference.
2. The Landscape Team itself will dissolve after

annual conference because the work has been
given to various entities within the annual confer-
ence. They have received the information and
have pledged to respond and/or act upon it. You
will hear some of the ways that some entities have
chosen to respond immediately.

3. However, change is a tension between trying
to do things quickly in order to experience renewal
but also recognizing that it takes time. Not only as
long as I am here, but whoever is the bishop in the
next 4 years, we will continue to drill down on
what we have learned and continue to listen and
change.

4. Again, “What does the local church need that
only the AC can provide in terms of equipping and
empowering to make disciples, and engage in our
communities and the world?” This is the predomi-
nant question that we need to ask at every annual
conference meeting!

5. WHAT TO DO WITH THE RESPONSES AT
THE TABLE?
Ending:
Congressman John Lewis tells a story about his

childhood in Alabama. When he was about four
years old, he was in his Aunt Seneva’s house with
about 15 other children—brothers and sisters,
cousins and friends. They were playing in her dirt
yard. The sky began to cloud over, the wind
started to pick up, and lightning flashed far off in
the distance. John and the other children were ter-
rified of the storm.

Aunt Seneva was the only adult around so she
herded everyone into her house as the sky got
darker and the wind got stronger. Her house
wasn’t the biggest house around and it was
cramped with all the children in it. The wind was
howling now and the house was starting to shake.
They were scared. Aunt Seneva was scared, too.

And it got worse. The house began to sway and
the wood plank flooring began to bend. And then a
corner of the room started to lift up. The storm
was actually pulling the house toward the sky.
With the children and Aunt Seneva in it.

That’s when Aunt Seneva told the children to
clasp hands. Line up and hold hands, she told
them.  Aunt Seneva had the children walk as a
group toward the corner of the room that was

rising. They began to walk toward the wind and
the rising floor, keeping the floor down. Once they
got to the corner, they then walked back the other
direction as the other end of the house began to
lift. And so they went, back and forth, 15 children
walking with the wind, holding that trembling
house down with the weight of their little bodies…
clasped together against the wind.

Everyone on your feet! The winds are blowing
but unlike Indiana Jones or even Peter, we don’t
face the winds of change by ourselves. Like the
children being buffeted by the wind, we must clasp
hold of each other and face the harsh winds of re-
ality with our very beings, people of faith, people
willing to walk by faith, not by sight. 
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I
am very pleased to serve God in the Living

Faith United Methodist Church. My serving God

in the Living Faith UMC is not an accident

event. I believe that it is one of God’s plans. I

hope that God will use me freely in God’s will

through the Living Faith UMC.

I am from South Korea. Since 2007, I have

been in the United States studying theology serv-

ing God and the people of God. I have two mas-

ter degrees and a PhD degree in Christian Social

Ethics from the Lutheran School of Theology at

Chicago. Furthermore, I am enrolled in the MDiv

program at the Garrett Evangelical-Theological

Seminary in order to prepare for ordination. I

would like to introduce how God works for me,

rather than who I am be-

cause I am nothing without

God. 

When I cried, no one was

around me. It was dark,

cold, and horrible. No, hon-

estly, it was too horrible for

me to cry. I gave up all

hope in my life because

my entire situation pushed

me to hell. I knew that

many people who were

around me including my

friends, my family and my

physical doctors were trying to help me. How-

ever, everything felt useless to me at that time.

This was after I heard my doctor say “You do not

have any hope of walking again properly.” In the

middle of this depression, I saw a light which was

shining. It was too shiny to look at. A hand ap-

proached me from the middle of the shining light.

As soon as I held the hand, I felt very warm, and

the hand lifted me up to heaven from hell. God

gave me God’s hand to walk again. God said to

me, “Little girl! Talitha koum, I say to you get up!

(Mark 5:41)” 

I remember that I first met God at that time.

When I had a terrible traffic accident in 1990, my

life changed drastically. It was when I was 23

years old. My spine was broken. I couldn’t walk

or sit. My right leg was paralyzed for almost 2

years. I had to stay at the hospital for three years.

The doctors told me that there was little hope of

complete recovery. I was hopeless. There were

times that I felt very depressed. In the middle of

this depression I met a pastor. 

He had actually come to visit a girl with whom I

was sharing the hospital room. The pastor prayed

for her. The girl had also been involved in an ac-

cident. Her condition was even worse than mine.

She had several broken bones and her facial skin

was ripped off. She looked horrible. But she al-

ways had a smile on her face. First I couldn’t un-

derstand her. But then I realized that she was a

strong believer. I asked the pastor if he could

pray for me, too. He prayed for me, putting his

hand on my head. He prayed for the healing of

my body and soul. He visited me several times

during my stay in the hospital, preaching and

counseling me. Meanwhile, my doctor suggested

surgery, but he said, “Do not think that you can

recover one hundred percent.” However, I had

confidence that I would recover totally. I believed

that God would heal me through my doctor’s

hands. I had surgery on my spine on February in

1992. However, after the surgery, I was in a coma

as I did not wake up from the anesthesia for a

while. 

I met God in the coma. I shouted to God in the

shining light,

“Please help me.

If you save me,

whatever you ask

me I will do it, and

wherever you

send me, I will go

there.” As soon as

I finished my

words, a big hand

approached me

and lifted me up.

Physically, I

stayed in a sepa-

rate room, which is for serious cases for about

one month.  After one month, I woke up, and re-

covered totally.

My conversion took place when I was 25 years

old. Before this time I rejected God. However,

God came to me as a God of healing and as a

God of hope. I was even against my family and

friends who believed in God already. I believe

that God revealed Godself to me and invited me

to confess my sin and ask God for forgiveness.

God just embraced me. 

After this, I believed that God was and contin-

ues to be with me whenever I am joyful or sad.

God lifted me up from hell, where is no hope and

only horrible suffering to heaven, where is hope,

joy and I am with God always. I believe that God

wants to heal the world, which is suffering in hor-

rible affliction and gives hope to all people in the

world who are the oppressed without any hope

as God did for me. God sent me to the world as

God sent the pastor to me as a testifier, who

knows God as the healer of love.

“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he
has anointed me to preach good news to the
poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the
prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to
release the oppressed, to proclaim the year the
Lord’s favor.” (Luke 4:18-19)

“God of Ebenezer, Thus far has the Lord helped me”
Jenny Eunae Lee

“Then Samuel took a stone and set it up between Mizpah and Shen. He named it Ebenezer saying,
“Thus far has the LORD helped us.”(1Samuel 7:12)



God gave us the good news, which is to free

the prisoners, to recover the sight of the blind and

to release the oppressed. The good news is

Jesus Christ, who is the Lord of liberation, the

Lord of Healing. Jesus Christ died on the Cross,

was resurrected, lifted up to heaven, and sent us

the Holy Spirit. All people who believe in God

could be saved in the name of Christ by the

grace of God from their prison, their blindness

and their oppression. It is good news. God sent

me “to preach good news to the poor, to proclaim

freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight

for the blind, to release the oppressed” and to

proclaim the kingdom of God.

It is impossible to measure and calculate how

much God loves me and the world because of

the impossibility of measuring the love, but I trust

that God loves me and the world. I absolutely un-

derstand the love from God should be spread

everywhere through the people who know it.

God’s glory will be revealed through the lives that

God’s people live and my life. I understand that

the glory of God is revealed by how I live. There-

fore, God is always at the center of my life. It

means that my life has to be lived according to

the word of God and in the image of God who is

the Holy. I pray that God brings healing to every-

one who is suffering or feeling hopeless through

me, just as God brought healing to me through a

pastor.

Thank you very much,
Jenny Eunae Lee
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1.Theme: Who is my Neighbor? Accompanied by

the worship theme of “Walk by Faith.”

2. Presiding Bishop: Sally Dyck

3. Approximately 1,000 plus clergy and lay repre-

sentatives were in attendance

4. Gathering, introductory and worship music was

capably led by Mark Miller and his band. Mark

serves as Assistant Professor of Church Music at

Drew University.

5. Bishop Dyck ordained 15 Elders and two Dea-

cons and commissioned six Elders and one Dea-

con.

6. In her Episcopal address the Bishop empha-

sized the worship theme of “Walk by Faith.” She

cited Indiana Jones in the film the Last Crusade

in his “leap of faith” attempt to find his dad, he

ends up finding a bridge beneath his feet to suc-

cessfully walk across a bottomless pit, and she

spoke of Simon Peter’s lack of faith due to his

distraction with the wind that resulted in his inabil-

ity to complete his walk on water to Jesus

(Matthew 14:29-31), as two instances in which

walking in faith provided both faithful and seem-

ingly practical results. She cautioned us that in

these uncertain times we should aspire to walk

by faith and not by sight, trusting that there’s a

bridge beneath our feet as we step out in faith.

7. Bible studies were led by Drs. Jack Seymour

and Margaret Ann Crain from Garrett-Evangelical

Theological Seminary. They outlined a three-step

process on how to undertake bible studies. Dr.

Crain indicated that “Faith was not a magic pill”

and that “Bible study was not easy, but it is possi-

ble.”

8. The Budget of $6,626,961 for 2017 was ap-

proved. It was $121,000 less than the 2016

budget.

9. The discontinuation of First United Methodist

Church of Westmont, Illinois was approved by the

Annual Conference.

10. The fourth annual Bishop’s Appeal raised

$54,000 for Rosecrance and its Launch for Life

Campaign. Rockford Distric earned the Bishop’s

Appeal travelling trophy for the highest percent-

age contribution. Living Faith contributed $100.

11. District Challenge: Each district met or ex-

ceeded 100% the items requested. DeKalb Dis-

trict provided the highest percentage donations

with 226% of the items requested. Living Faith

contributed 200 pencil sharpeners and 90 boxes

of crayons.

12. Northern Illinois Annual Conference for next

year is scheduled for June 4-6, 2017.

Report on the 177th Session Northern Illinois Annual Conference

by Manley Pratt, Lay Leader

All Glory

Though the sky is dark,

I praise your name,

for the falling rain,

and your mercy.

Your beauty is still everywhere –

surrounding me with your love.

It’s in the laughter at the soup kitchen

And the songs sung at church.

Your beauty is truly in the hearts of your children.

Thank you for your grace, thank you for the joy

you give.

This is what I have to bring ---

simple songs that do not rhyme.

You take my gift and make it more.

You build in me the habit of praise.

All glory is yours, Almighty God.

All glory is yours, Son of God.

All glory is yours, Sweet Holy Spirit.

All glory now and evermore.

Your glory is in the rain.

Your glory is in the bird songs.

Your glory is in my body

that struggles to get out of bed early enough

to have special time with you.

I give you all the glory I can.

I thank you for loving me so much.

I thank you that I have another day of life to praise

you.

In this moment, which is fleeting and yet eternal,

I give you glory and my eternal praise.

I have eternity because of you.

I have this moment because of you.

Take me today, do what you will, so that in my life

today you will have…

All Glory.  

Barbara Blackburn
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