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Office Hours:  9:00am-1:00pm, Monday through Friday

Join us for Worship on Sundays at 10:30 a.m.

I
n the midst of preparations for this advent season,

I have found myself reflecting on advents past. In

the midst of that, I found myself digging out this

piece that I wrote for a church newsletter in the advent

of 2013, and further reflecting upon it.

I feel that perhaps the Holy Spirit has placed it in my

mind for a time such as now to share with you. I hope

that it will be fruitful for your reflections on advents,

and our present one.

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,

the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.

The stars in the sky looked down where he lay,

the little Lord Jesus, asleep on the day.

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,

but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes;

I love thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky

And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.

Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask thee to stay,

close by me forever, and love me I pray;

bless all the dear children in thy tender care,

and fit us for heaven to live with thee there.

Words: Anon. (Lk. 2:7)

Away In a Manger Indeed…

How many times have you sung the words to the

right? Hundreds? Perhaps you are one of those people

that says of yourself, “I couldn’t carry

a tune if someone put it in a bag and

handed it to me!” Perhaps you are

new to the seasons and practices of

Christianity and have heard the tune

in passing, but never really paid much

attention to the words. Whatever the

case may be, I invite you to explore

these words with me for a moment.

We always tend to read and listen

from where we are—we come with our presupposi-

tions, our conditioning, our biases, and our experi-

ences. Given this, it is fruitful to make an effort to step

outside of ourselves (as best we can), and approach

words of scripture, song, poetry, etc., from a place and

perspective other than our own. This practice is not

only eye opening from an intellectual perspective; it

yields a fuller understanding of ourselves and others

in a spiritual sense, and increases our awe of God. 

If I were a homeless woman, this song might mean

the world to me! The idea of Jesus, my Savior, being

born without a home or bed of his own would be a

small assurance that God understands my experience.

I would liken the baby Jesus awaking from the sound

of cattle lowing to my being awakened by the dump

trucks and shop owners busying themselves in the

early morning hours. In my prayers I would proclaim

my love to Jesus, thankful for whatever kind acts of

others I would have benefited from that day, acts that

would have hopefully resulted in food. I would give

Reflections from Advents Past
By Rev. Megan Dean, Pastor



SPECIAL MEETING OF 

CHURCH COUNCIL

Sunday, December 6th after Worship

All are invited to stay for this Special Meeting of

Church Council immediately following worship. We

did not pass a budget at our October 25th Charge Con-

ference given more work was needed. We will meet to

discuss the proposed 2016 budget presented by the Fi-

nance Committee.

thanks for the warmth of the library that would shield

me from the cold for a few hours. I would ask that God

look upon me and care for me through the night, and

be near me and love me forever. I would pray for the

kids I see going to and from school every day who

sometimes offered an item from their lunch box out of

their innocent sweetness…

Away in a manger indeed.

May the God of Love warm your whole being during

this season.

Bible Study
Wednesdays, 10 am and 6 pm — 

Conference Room

Living Faith’s weekly Bible Study resumes on Decem-

ber 2nd. Three Gifts One Christ is a three-week series

that dives into the three gifts the three magi selected to

bring to Jesus, and the significance then and now. Books

are $7 and will be available as of Sunday, November

29th. Bible Study will not meet on December 23rd or

30th.

December Committee Meetings

Church Council……Sunday, Dec. 6; 12:00 pm
Visitation Team……Tuesday, Dec. 8; 6:00 pm
Finance………………Tuesday, Dec. 8; 7:00 pm
Worship  ………Wednesday, Dec. 9; 1:00 pm
Trustees………Wednesday, Dec. 9; 7:00 pm
PPRC…………………Friday, Dec.18; 6:00 pm

Intergenerational Advent Adventure
Nov. 29th, Dec. 6th, 13th and 20th

Advent is a time of great expectancy! Excite-
ment surrounds us as we dive into the story of
the Mary and Joseph actively awaiting our Sav-
ior’s birth. Join us for a time of intergenerational
interactive biblical learning and experience the
wonder of the miracle of the light of Christ in per-
haps some unexpected ways!



This is the start of the new year.
For those who have pledged and
have not reached their commit-
ment for 2015, now is the time to
start.  Any questions please see
Manley Pratt. Living Faith’s two-

year balance of contributions for the No More
Malaria Campaign is $3,862 as of Oct. 4th. The
goal is $5,000.

News From Missions

Imagine No Malaria

Manley Pratt, Church  Lay Leader to

Annual Conference

COOL Food Pantry
Our collection for the month of December is side dishes

(stuffing mix, boxed potatoes). If you wish to get a head

start for January, we will be col-

lecting peanut butter. If you pre-

fer to make a monetary donation

to COOL, you can put a check, or

offering envelope, in the offering

plate with “COOL” written in the

memo field or on the envelope. 
Attention All Youth! FIRESIDE CHATS

Join Pastor Megan on Fridays December 4,
11, and 18 from 6 to 7:30 p.m. for a soup sup-
per and fireside chats at the parsonage.
Let’s talk about life, faith, and faithful life in the
advent of your lives!
At least one additional adult will be present to
satisfy Safe Sanctuary requirements.

Christmas Eve Worship
December 24th at 7:00 p.m. 

in the Sanctuary
Come join us for a service of

scripture, song, and meditation

as we celebrate the birth of our

Savior!

OFFICE HELP DAY

Tuesday, Dec 22nd, 11 am to 1 p.m.

Advent is a busy time for the church. If

you are available to lend a hand, please

come and help us with the odd sorting,

folding, stapling, and possibly stuffing

jobs.



Happy Birthday! 
12/5 Caryl Rine

12/8  Victor Henderson

12/10 Basil Harl

12/22 Betty Pierce

12/28 Al Caldwell

12/29 Elizabeth Asmondy

12/29 Manley Pratt

12/31 Nate Naden

Happy Anniversary!
12/15 Inoncencio & Lolita Pineda

12/17 Donato & Marites Anilao

12/23 Rosevelt & Frances Hender-

son

12/28 Manley & Novelette Pratt

If we have missed your birthday or wedding anniversary we apolo-

gize.  Please let the office know so we can update our records.

Save the Date: January 16th 
WINTER LEADERSHIP TRAINING
12 pm to 3 pm

All Committee Chairs, leaders, and
those interested in leadership are in-
vited to attend this three-hour training
retreat. This will be a time of study,
exploration, reflection, and renewal.

Interested in becoming a 
COMMUNION SERVER or 

LITURGIST?
Serving Holy Communion and/or

serving as a liturgist are very important
ministerial roles. You need not feel in-
timidated to try! If you are interested in
serving come to the front pew after
worship on the corresponding dates: 
Liturgist: Dec.13th 
Communion Server: Dec. 20th
Pastor Megan will offer a brief
overview and training. If you miss
these dates, there will be other oppor-
tunities in February.

Oh the weather outside

is frightful…

AND SO ARE OUR CLOSETS!

WINTER CLEANUP DAYS

Saturday — December 12th and 15th

10 a.m. to 2 p.m. ~ Weather Permitting

NEEDED: Your Story

We need you to tell your story: stories of personal faith
experience, stories of memories here at Living Faith, sto-
ries about recent events and worship experiences, stories
of finding your niche in the building of the kingdom of God.
If you would like to share your story for inclusion in the
newsletter, please send them to the church office.

The church office 
will be closed 

December 23rd through
December 28th and 

January 1st.

January 3rd Worship

Minister Tonya Lee

Guest Preacher

District Superintendent

Rev. Darneather Murph-Heath
will preside over 

Holy Communion



Annabelle Ambrose

Aimee Chamernik and family

Dolly & Frank Conley

Elisa Gomez

Marlena Leutik

Eldridge Lovelace

Libby Palacios

Gretchen Pankratz

Marge Pankratz

Lolita Pineda and family

Willie Smith

Howard Taylor

Oscar Taylor

Betty Garner

Audra Tyler and family

Family of Marilyn Rothenberger

Family of Louise Webster

Family of Lucretia Littles

Armed Forces Personnel

If you would like to be added to, or removed from, 

our prayer list please let the office know. 

The Good News of Living

Faith will be available on-

line at lfumcwaukegan.org

the moment on the day of

printing, and the link will

also be shared on our FB

page. Print copies will be

available for pick up no

later than the first Sunday

of the corresponding

month. 

If you would like to re-

ceive the newsletter di-

rectly in your email or

postal mailbox, please send

your request to the church

office. 

Submissions to the

newsletter are due to the

church office (preferably in

an electronic copy) typi-

cally the Tuesday of the

last week of the previous

month. The deadline for the

January 2015 edition is

Monday, Dec. 21.

The Office of Congregational Development
and Redevelopment invites you to the 
“COMMUNITY ORGANIZING FOR THE
CHURCH” seminar!

This is intended to empower laity, pastors,
church staff, and others as they reach out to
their ever changing communities. The keynote
speaker is Kristin Kumpf, Director of Organiz-
ing for the General Board of Church & Society.
The cost is $50.

WHEN: December 11-12, 2015
WHERE: Crowne Plaza Hotel, Northbrook, IL
TIMES: 8:30 a.m. registration,
day 1, Friday, 9:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m.
day 2, Saturday, 8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

LEARN MORE AT:
https://secure.umcnic.org/civicrm/event/info?re
set=1&id=86

Elgin District United Methodist 
Men’s Advent Service

The breakfast, meeting, and service will be 8:00 –
10:00 a.m. on Saturday, December 5, 2015, at the
Calvary United Methodist Church, 136 East Highland
Avenue, Villa Park, Illinois 60181.

Rev. Dr. Ron Reed, Chicago Area Director, Man in
the Mirror, is the featured speaker and he will be dis-
cussing new ways for recruiting men to be disciples
of Christ. Dr. Reed is a respected advocate for the
role of men as leaders in the church and has inspired
many to become more engaged in worship, faith de-
velopment, missions, and community building.

Registration is free and easy.  Please e-mail the
name of your church and the names of those who will
be attending to jsmaxson@aol.com.  A meal is in-
volved so an accurate count is needed.



U
nited Methodist leaders decried violence
against the Lumads, an indigenous people
who have been the victims of genocide

and human rights violations for the past several
months.

The Lumads, who are from the southern Philip-
pines, have been caught in the middle of combat
between government soldiers and paramilitary
rebels. Reports have surfaced of entire communi-
ties of Lumads being displaced.

The struggle escalated in September with the
murders of three Lumads, including a school
teacher. Since then, Lumad activists have camped
out in Metro Manila, protesting the atrocities com-
mitted against their communities.

The Nov. 15 Lumad Solidarity Day, led by the
Manila Episcopal area of the Philippines Central
Conference, was held at Redemptorist Baclaran, a
church compound in Parañaque, Metro Manila,
where the Lumads are being housed temporarily.
About 50 United Methodist leaders attended.

Stories and videos from the Global Maternal and
Child Health Initiatives are being featured on the
United Methodist Women website. They include:
“Our foremothers built hospitals, clinics and trained
local women to serve as doctors. The issues are
still relevant; impoverished communities still do not
have access to affordable health care. Therefore,
our initiative will increase health care support for
women, children and families across the globe,”
concluded Ms. Salter.

Message of solidarity
The Rev. Joey Umali, district superintendent of

the North Bulacan district, delivered a message of
solidarity lending support to the Lumads’ journey
for peace and justice. Admonishing people to hate
robbery and wrongdoing, Umali cited Micah 6:8:
“And what does the Lord require of you? To act
justly and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with
your God.”

Umali gave emphasis as well on the feeding of
the 5,000. 

“Why do we have to feed many people? How
were they able to feed the many people?” he
asked. “When they offered it to God, the Lord pro-
vided, and people couldn't fathom how the food

have multiplied! We have to bring to the Lord
everything, including the struggles of our Lumad
brothers and sisters.” 

In the midst of despair and upon hearing the
question, ‘Where is God in all these struggles?’
Umali said, “All believers are bid to fight for justice.”

The College of Bishops and the Board of Church
and Society of the Philippines Conference issued
a statement that was read at the event, calling for
a halt to the killings, for prosecution of the perpe-
trators and to allow the Lumads to return to their
land to live in peace.

United Methodist statement
The statement quoted from the United Methodist

Social Principles, saying that war crimes and geno-
cide are “destructive of humanity, promote im-
punity, and therefore must be unconditionally
prohibited by all governments and shall never be
tolerated by the Church.”

The Lumads were provided a sack of rice and
vegetables and their datu, the title for chief, ex-
pressed his gratefulness:

"We are deeply touched of this expression of sol-
idarity, and we thank the United Methodists,” he
said. “We felt that we are not alone on this struggle;
we discovered that the Church is with us," said
Datu Dulphing Ogan, who is the secretary general
of the Kalumaran, the confederation of different in-
digenous tribes in Mindanao.

Mangiduyos is a correspondent for United
Methodist News Service.

Church leaders decry violence against Lumads
by Gladys Mangiduyos

During Lumad Solidarity Day, Datu Dulphing Ogan (stand-
ing) expresses his gratitude. Datu means chief. Seated,
third from the left, is the Rev. Joey Umali with other United
Methodist leaders and the Lumad people.



G
eneral Conference, in the palm of your
hand - a redesigned 2016 General Con-
ference app is now available. A helpful

way to stay connected and learn more about all
aspects of the conference, the app will feature
news, photo and social media feeds, video and
audio archives, live streaming of worship and ple-
nary, the DCA and ADCA, and petition tracking.

For delegates and others at the conference on
May 10-20, there are also some features to make
the experience easier: legislative committee as-
signments, conference schedule with the option
to build a personalized calendar, a delegate dis-
cussion board, a daily devotional, and an interac-
tive map of the convention center and Portland,
Oregon.

“United Methodist Communications seeks to
provide useful tools that connect the church and
make it quick and easy to get information,
whether it’s from your computer or your smart-
phone,” said Dan Krause, chief executive of the
denomination’s communications agency.

The app is free to download and is available for
Android and Apple devices. You can search for
“United Methodist General Conference” in your
app store or visit the general conference app
website for a link.

“While we know not everyone has a smart-
phone or readily available Internet access, this
app is one of many channels United Methodist
Communications is developing for members to
access information leading up to and during Gen-
eral Conference," said Krause.

Connect with General 
Conference through

redesigned app

By Gladys Mangiduyos

Living Faith UMC
Income & Expenses - Month Ending

Oct-2015

Oct-2015 YTD-2015
Income: $9,075.75 $99,409.08
Expenses: $15,390.85 $123,162.06
Income Less
Expenses: -$6,315.10 -$23,752.98

LFUMC Choir Rehearsal Change

In order to allow more potential participation

in Living Faith’s choir ministry, choir rehearsals
have been moved from Monday evenings at 7
pm to Thursday evenings at 7 pm, starting in
December, except for the weeks of Christmas
and New Year’s. Those rehearsals will be Mon-
day, Dec. 21 and Monday, Dec. 28th. .
Please consider lending your talents to this im-
portant ministry. You don’t have to be able to
read music, just love singing for God’s glory. All
are welcome. There will be no rehearsal Nov.
30. First rehearsal in December will be Dec.
3rd.


