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Office Hours:  9:00am-1:00pm, Monday through Friday

Join us for Worship on Sundays at 10:30 a.m.

A new day, a new year, a new beginning.

I
once read somewhere that most New

Year’s resolutions are broken before Janu-

ary is out. I don’t know about you, but I

find that to be somewhat dis-

couraging news! Do they mean

to tell us that we as people are

terrible at stick-to-it-tiveness?

Are we really that fickle and

fleeting?

Apparently, we are—and that

isn’t bad news! Yes, you read

that correctly: as humans we

do have a problem with stick-

to-it-tiveness; we can be rather

fickle and fleeting; that is NOT

bad news. 

When we tell our stories about how we have

come to be who we are, we have a tendency to

focus on the good things. Upon meeting some-

one new we hardly tell all of our greatest mis-

takes and regrets—though that may make for

an interesting conversation. However, what we

often overlook is that our shortcomings, our

flaws, are just as important to who we are as all

the good stuff we may more readily keep ac-

count of. 

How can this be? God is just as present, and

just as much at work in our lives when things

are rosy, and when we cre-

atively muck things up a

bit. In the economy of God

nothing is wasted: all the

good and the bad are usable

for God’s continued trans-

formation of our lives.

I look forward to hearing

what your plans are for

2016. But remember, if

somehow your plans get

derailed, if you give up, or

if you manage to somehow invent a new way

to mess up, remember God’s mercies are new

each morning. 

The years leave us, but God never does. Our

desires and goals change, but God never does.

Our willingness and foci both change and shift,

but God is everlasting.

God is making all things new. God is making

us new.

“This Is A Day of New Beginnings”
By Rev. Megan Dean, Pastor

This is a day of new beginnings, time to remember and move on,

time to believe what love is bringing, laying to rest the pain that’s gone.

For by the life and death of Jesus, God’s mighty Spirit, now as then,

can make for us a world of difference, as faith and hope are born again.

Then let us, with the Spirit’s daring, step from the past and leave behind

our disappointment, guilt, and grieving, seeking new paths, and sure to find.

Christ is alive, and goes before us to show and share what love can do.

This is a day of new beginnings; our God is making all things new.

In faith we’ll gather round the table to taste and share what love can do.

This is a day of new beginnings; our God is making all things new.

Brian Wren, 1978; alt. 1987 (Rev. 21:5)



January Committee Meetings

Visitation Team…….......Tuesday, Jan. 12; 6:00 pm
Finance..........................Tuesday, Jan. 12; 7:00 pm
Worship…………....Wednesday, Jan. 13; 1:00 pm
PPRC  ………...................Friday, Jan. 22; 6:00 pm
Trustees……….........Wednesday, Jan. 20; 7:00 pm
Church Council……Tuesday, Jan. 26; 7:00 pm

WINTER LEADERSHIP TRAINING: 
January 16th 
12 pm to 3 pm

All Committee Chairs, leaders, and those in-
terested in leadership are invited to attend this
three-hour training retreat. This will be a time of
study, exploration, reflection, and renewal.

Please RSVP to the church office by Friday,
Jan. 15th. $5 donation suggested for food &
materials.

January 
3 Trinity
10 East Lake
17 Living Faith
24 Trinity United ELCA
31 Immanuel
February
7 St Gregory 
14 Christ Church
21 St. Mary LF
28 Holy Spirit
March
6 Trinity
13 East Lake Academy
20 Living Faith
27 Trinity United ELCA

April
3 Immanuel 
10 St. Gregory
17 Christ Church
24 St. Mary LF
May
1 Holy Spirit
8 Trinity
15 East Lake Academy
22 Living Faith
29 Trinity United ELCA
June
5 Immanuel 1
12 St. Gregory
19 Christ Church
26 St. Mary LF
July
3 Holy Spirit
10 Trinity

17 East Lake Academy
24 Living Faith
31 Trinity United ELCA
August
7 Immanuel 1
14 St. Gregory
21 Christ Church
28 St. Mary LF
September
4 Holy Spirit
11 Trinity
18 East Lake Academy
25 Living Faith
October
2 Trinity United ELCA
9 Immanuel 1
16 St. Gregory
23 Christ Church
30 Christ Church

November

6 Holy Spirit
13 Trinity
20 East Lake Academy
27 Living Faith

December
4 Trinity United ELCA
11 Immanuel 1
18 St. Gregory
25 Christ Church

January 2017
1  Christ Church

Community Meal 2016 Schedule

2016 ELGIN DISTRICT TRAINING
When: Saturday, January 30th
from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Where: First UMC of Crystal Lake
(236 W. Crystal Lake Ave., Crystal
Lake, IL. 60014)
Childcare is available upon request.
If you are interested in attending,
contact the church office so that we
can register as one group.

MLK Celebration
Celebrating and honoring the legacy
of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Invited Guest: Congressman Emanuel
Cleaver, II.
Sunday, Jan. 17, 2016
Fellowship 4:30 p.m., Service 5:00
p.m.
St. Mark United Methodist Church,
8441 S. St. Lawrence Ave., Chicago
For more details visit
www.umcnic.org/calendar.



This is the start of the new year.
For those who have pledged and
have not reached their commit-
ment for 2015, now is the time to
start.  Any questions please see
Manley Pratt. Living Faith’s two-

year balance of contributions for the No More
Malaria Campaign is $3,862 as of Oct. 4th. The
goal is $5,000.

News From Missions

Imagine No Malaria

Manley Pratt, Church  Lay Leader to

Annual Conference

COOL Food Pantry
Our collection for the month of January is peanut butter.

If you wish to get a head start for February, we will be col-

lecting breakfast items (cereal,

hot and cold, muffin mix and

pancake mix.) If you prefer to

make a monetary donation to

COOL, you can put a check, or

offering envelope, in the offering

plate with “COOL” written in the

memo field or on the envelope.

Office Help Day
Tuesday, January 26, 11 am to 1 p.m.
If you are available to lend a hand, please
come and help us with the odd sorting, folding,
stapling, and possibly stuffing jobs. 

January 3rd Worship

Minister Tonya Lee

Guest Preacher

District Superintendent

Rev. Darneather Murph-Heath
will preside over 

Holy Communion

The Good News of Living

Faith will be available on-

line at lfumcwaukegan.org

the moment on the day of

printing, and the link will

also be shared on our FB

page. Print copies will be

available for pick up no

later than the first Sunday

of the corresponding

month. 

If you would like to re-

ceive the newsletter di-

rectly in your email or

postal mailbox, please send

your request to the church

office. 

Submissions to the

newsletter are due to the

church office (preferably in

an electronic copy) typi-

cally the Tuesday of the

last week of the previous

month. The deadline for the

February 2016 edition is

Monday, Jan. 25.

Annabelle Ambrose

Aimee Chamernik and family

Dolly & Frank Conley

Elisa Gomez

Marlena Leutik

Eldridge Lovelace

Libby Palacios

Gretchen Pankratz

Family of Marge Pankratz

Grace Washington

Lolita Pineda and family

Willie Smith

Howard Taylor

Oscar Taylor

Betty Garner

Audra Tyler and family

Family of Marilyn Rothenberger

Family of Louise Webster

Family of Lucretia Littles

Armed Forces Personnel

If you would like to be added to, or removed from, 

our prayer list please let the office know. 

Interested in becoming a 
COMMUNION SERVER or LITURGIST?
Serving Holy Communion and/or serving as a
liturgist are very important ministerial roles.
You need not feel intimidated to try! If you are
interested in serving come to the front pew
after worship on the corresponding dates: 
Liturgist: Feb 21st 
Communion Server: Feb 28th
Pastor Megan will offer a brief overview and
training. If you miss these dates, there will be
other opportunities in March.

NEEDED: Your Story

We need you to tell your story: stories of
personal faith experience, stories of memo-
ries here at Living Faith, stories about recent
events and worship experiences, stories of
finding your niche in the building of the king-
dom of God. If you would like to share your
story for inclusion in the newsletter, please
send them to the church office.



Happy Birthday! 
1/4 Audra Tyler

1/11  Frank Conley, Sr.

1/11 Rosemarie Turner

1/17 Frances Henderson

1/19 Irene Taylor

1/21 Clare Cole

1/21 Connie Pineda

1/25 Joyce Sciacca

Happy Anniversary!
1/12 Leonard Cole & Cheryl

Shearer

If we have missed your birthday or wedding anniversary we apolo-

gize.  Please let the office know so we can update our records.

Bible Study: Perplexing Scriptures
Wednesdays, 10 am and 6 pm — Resumes Jan.

6, 2016

Conference Room

Some scriptures seem to be read on Sunday

mornings and in Sunday school much more

often than others. There are

other texts we seem to never

touch. This four-week series

examines some of these pas-

sages, and raises some inter-

esting questions as we begin

to see how God’s love and grace are at work,

even in the most troubling texts. Books will be

available on Sunday, December 27th for $7.

Prayer(ful)(s): conversation with God
– in praise, thanksgiving or interces-
sion

Over the past few weeks we have prayed

for:

• Celebrating birthdays, anniversaries and liv-

ing with health issues in such a way to see an-

other birthday.

• Travel mercies for families, friends, and our

college students.

• Healing – cancer/chemo, surgery, pain,

stress, stomach flu, car accidents

• High school and college students getting

through finals.  The Naden’s oldest grand-

daughter moving home after finishing her Mas-

ter’s Degree in Paris.

• Those not present in church and our “sick and

shut in”.

• Victims of violence. 

• Peace

• Pastor Megan

• Mild weather

• Family member to feel loved and returned to

the fold

• Gretchen and the rest of the family of Marge

Pankratz.

Remember 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18:  Rejoice

always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all

circumstances: for this is the will of God in

Christ Jesus for you. -- by Cheryl Shearer

The church office will
be closed on January

1st and 18th. 

LFUMC Choir Rehearsal

In order to allow more potential partici-

pation in Living Faith’s choir ministry, choir
rehearsals have been moved from Mon-
day evenings at 7 pm to Thursday
evenings at 7 pm.
Please consider lending your talents to
this important ministry. You don’t have to
be able to read music, just love singing for
God’s glory. All are welcome.



W
hile the United Methodist Council of Bish-

ops was meeting in a learning forum on

November 1-4, 2015, the African College

of Bishops issued a press release on global terrorism

and human sexuality. You can

find the full statement of the

African College of Bishops

by www.umc.org/news-and-

media/african-bishops-speak-

out-on terrorism-sexuality.

I have chosen to comment on

this statement because it has

proved to be confusing and

hurtful to many. Immediately

many people focused on the

second subject of this state-

ment: human sexuality,

specifically homosexuality.

But in the recent events in

Paris, the Mali Hotel attack, the bombing of the Russ-

ian plane over Egypt (claimed to be done by ISIS),

bombings in Beirut, and terrorism in Nigeria by Boka

Haram (just to name a few), the first part of their state-

ment on global terrorism comes to the fore. The state-

ment cites “the stark realities of needless suffering and

pain in our world as a result of current Global terror-

ism, unjust political systems and the manipulation of

weaker nations by world powers; and to work together

as a church to usher in God’s reign of peace, justice

and freedom to all.”

In light of their statement on global terrorism, I call all

of us to be in personal and public prayer for the people

who are wounded and hurting throughout the world

due to global terrorism in all its

forms. As the Somali poet, Warsan Shire, writes:

later that night

i held an atlas in my lap

ran my fingers across the whole world

and whispered

where does it hurt?

it answered

everywhere

everywhere

everywhere.

The second topic of the statement is on marriage and

sexuality, leading into a call for unity in the church. In

this part of the statement, the African bishops place the

cause of disunity in the church on the “warm embrace

of practices that have become sources of conflict that

now threatens to rip the Church apart and distract her

from the mission of leading persons to faith and mak-

ing disciples of Jesus Christ…One of such practices is

the LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender).”

They maintain that there is “no scriptural basis for ac-

ceptance in Christian worship and conduct;” any ac-

ceptance of LGBT persons is in conflict with their

interpretation of the Holy Bible.

At the end of their statement, they call for prayer

throughout General Conference (always a good thing)

but end with the threat that anyone who has a different

interpretation of the scriptures should

“recuse” themselves specifically from

the episcopacy. I have repeatedly shared

with my African colleagues our context

of ministry and the church in Northern

Illinois as have other bishops from their

contexts.

Therefore, the statement is very hurtful

to many people and I too felt the per-

sonal jab of it when they referenced the

recommendation for bishops to “recuse”

themselves if they don’t understand the

scriptures as they do. People have asked

me what this all means. I think it means

that the African bishops have found their

own voice out of their own context. Who was the

statement written for? The spokesperson for the

African bishops said it was for their “constituencies.”

They seem to be sending a clear message to their dele-

gates to General Conference on how to deal with the

changing culture in the American church because I

think they also understand that there is more accept-

ance for LGBTQ persons across The United Methodist

Church now than four years ago. They are concerned

that there might be changes in the Book of Discipline.

I’ve heard people say that the statement links global

terrorism with homosexuality. One thing is clear: the

African bishops understand global terrorism to be the

biggest threat to the world and homosexuality the

biggest threat to the church. In their final point, they

call on the need to maintain the unity of the church

through our common mission. I agree with the African

bishops that we need to keep the mission of the church

as the source of our unity. But we can’t let the penulti-

mate take over the ultimate; we can’t let our differ-

ences (of biblical interpretation, cultural contexts, etc.)

become ultimate or we destroy our mission, not to

mention our unity.

I wish there was a way for my African colleagues to

know the faithful, loving and generous LGBTQ per-

sons, families, friends and welcoming churches in the

United Methodist Church, especially in Northern Illi-

nois. I wish they could see and know the LGBTQ peo-

ple, family and friends who give when the church

keeps kicking back at them. I wish they could see how

LGBTQ persons in the NIC minister to the homeless,

feed the hungry, advocate for justice, teach young

minds to think, go the extra mile with a customer or

patient or student, or all the other ways that LGBTQ

persons, families and friends are making a difference

because of their faith in Jesus Christ…they are trans-

forming the context in which they live through their

obedience to the scriptures.

Where does it hurt?
Bishop Sally Dyck



I wish the African bishops could see the vibrancy and

health in congregations that have chosen to publicly

embrace all people through the Reconciling Ministry

Network which doesn’t end with acceptance and advo-

cacy for LGBTQ persons but extends to others in our

communities who are marginalized. I wish they could

see the money that comes from LGBTQ persons who

support ministries in Africa and even the salaries of

African United Methodist bishops because LGBTQ

persons love Jesus even when their love is not recipro-

cated.

Where does it hurt? Everywhere, everywhere, every-

where … and yet “earth hath no sorrow that heaven

cannot heal” (Isaiah 35:10 and the text of an old

hymn). And by that I mean, while hurt prevails in so

many parts of our world—those who suffer from

global terrorism and from rejection and condemnation

within the body of Christ—I still believe in the re-

deeming power of God’s love.

In this Advent season, let us all be a light unto the

world through our witness of faith and hope.

~Bishop Sally Dyck

from the December 2015 / January 2016 NIC Re-

porter. Vol 162. Issue 3

Living Faith UMC
Income & Expenses - Month Ending

Nov-2015

Nov-2015 YTD-2015
Income: $11,072.35 $110,481.43
Expenses: $10,361.57 $133,523.63
Income Less
Expenses: $710.78 -$23,042.20

A
ccording to our 2016 budget that was
passed by a special meeting of Church
Council, it takes approximately $13,500 to

meet our financial obligations each month. From
January 2015 through November 2015, the only
time where we were able to fully meet our finan-
cial obligations through our income was in March
2015. Given, not all bills are due monthly, income
for November covered expenses for November,
but we have been operating at a constant deficit.

We pray that God will grant us grace and vision
as we continue in ministry to Jesus Christ in the
face of financial adversity. We know that just as
Jesus fed many with very little, miracles continue
to happen daily.

We will continue to creatively move forward in
ministry, sustained by the Holy Spirit, and will
grow in discipleship and stewardship along the
way.

ERT Training

Saturday, January 16, 2016 

First United Methodist Church in Evanston

(516 Church Street, Evanston, IL 60201)

8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Open to adults 18+

Early Response Teams provide a caring Christian
presence in the aftermath of a natural disaster.
ERTs are not a first response group of emer-
gency workers or a recovery repair team. Instead
this class will teach you the skills needed to help
prevent further damage to individual homes as
well as provide a caring Christian presence to
survivors in the early days following a disaster.

The class size is limited to 24 persons.

More info and registration available at www.umc-
nic.org. The $35 fee includes all materials,
breaks, lunch, a background check*, UMCOR
badge and t-shirt. For further infor, please contact
John Kerastas – jkerastas@gmail.com.
*To comply with Safe Sanctuaries, a basic back-
ground check using the applicant’s social security
number is required of all participants

Wesley Woods Ski Camps 
January 29 – 31 and/or February 5-7

Come to Wesley Woods and hit the slopes!
Fellowship with other local congregations
as we enjoy a wintry weekend of fun and
friendship--in-camp and out-of-camp, ski-
ing, boarding and tubing! Join us for our fa-
mously fun Friday evening program and
snacks, then enjoy a delicious and hearty
Hoxie Breakfast Saturday morning before
spending the day snow-skiing and snow-
tubing at Wilmot. YES! I said Wilmot--
change of venue for 2016--you spoke, we
listened--Wilmot enables more participants
of all ages because they also provide tub-
ing! Saturday night, you’ll return to camp for
one of Hoxie’s delicious dinners, Bible
study, games camp res and s’mores! Fol-
lowing another delicious Hoxie Breakfast,
we’ll adjourn with Sunday morning worship!
$119 (2 nights, 4 meals and 2 snacks) +
equipment rental on the slopes. If you are
interested, contact the church office so that
we can register as a group!



2016 Church Council

Church Council meetings are open to ALL members for Living Faith UMC to attend.
Most committee meetings are open for church members to attend.

If you wish to attend a committee meeting, contact the committee chair. 

All S/PPRC meetings are closed.

All meetings are posted on the church calendar, 

which is available at www.lfumcwaukegan.org 

and also in the monthly newsletter and weekly Sunday bulletins.

Church Council Chair Romeo Pioquinto

Lay Leader Manley Pratt

Lay Member to Annual Conference Manley Pratt

Recording Secretary Barbara Blackburn

Finance Chair Romeo Pioquinto

Financial Secretary LaDonna Meyer

Treasurer Elizabeth Fallon

Membership Secretary Cheryl Shearer

Nominations & Leadership Development Rev. Megan Dean

Pastor/Staff-Parish Relations Chair Mike Meyer

Trustees Leonard Cole

Nurture Christian Education Cheryl Shearer, Elizabeth Fallon

Outreach Missions Rosevelt Henderson

Witness Worship Committee Revie Pioquinto

Pastor Rev. Megan Dean

**CONFIRMED** NOMINATIONS AND LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT ROSTER
Updated December 2015

2018 2017 2016

Clare Cole
Caryl Rine

Alberta Jackson

I. ADMINISTRATIVE MINISTRY TEAMS

A. Committee on Leadership Development: Rev. Megan Dean, Chair

B. Lay Leader: Manley Pratt
Lay Member to Annual Conference: Manley Pratt
Alternate Lay Member to Annual Conference: Geri Halliday

C. Church Council: Romeo Pioquinto, Chair
Church Council consists of all Committee Chair or their respective representatives and members

at large.

2018 2017 2016

D. Staff/Pastor-Parish Relations Committee: Mike Meyer, Chair

2018 2017 2016

Frances Henderson
Caryl Rine

Daniel Anilao

Geri Halliday
Michael Meyer
Gale Asmondy

E. Trustees: Leonard Cole, Chair

2018 2017 2016

Barbara Blackburn Rosevelt Henderson Nate Naden



F. Finance Committee: Romeo Pioquinto, Chair
Finance Secretary: LaDonna Meyer
Treasurer: Elizabeth Fallon
Lay Leader: Manley Pratt
Church Council: Romeo Pioquinto
S/PPRC: (at S/PPRC Discretion)
Trustee: (at Trustees’ Discretion)

Members at Large:

2016

Basil Harl

G. Membership Secretary: Cheryl Shearer

II. NUTURE, OUTREACH, WITNESS (NOW) MINISTRIES

A. Nurture

a.   Christian Education
Nursery: Kate Collimore
Intergenerational: Cheryl Shearer, Elizabeth Fallon
Confirmation: Rev. Megan Dean

b.  Worship Committee: Revie Pioquinto, Chair

2018 2017 2016

Caryl Rine Betty Pierce Rosevelt Henderson

B. Outreach
a. Missions: Roosevelt Henderson, Chair
b. Church & Society: Sally Zeit

C. Witness
a. Evangelism: Rev. Megan Dean

If you have an interest in serving, please contact a member of the Nominations Committee.

Sign up for Fellowship
A sign-up sheet for helping provide food, make coffeee and clean-up is in the Fellowship Hall on the
bulletin board. If you can help, please sign up. If people don’t sign up, we can’t have Fellowship.

Intergenerational Advent Adventure 2015 recap
We reflected on expectations, God’s protection,

light and gifts. Was there ever a time when you
were expecting something, but instead you were
surprised with something much greater?  Have you
ever experienced a time when you felt God protect-
ing you, or let you know that someone was looking
out for you? Where have you seen God’s light re-
cently? Jesus was and is God’s gift to us. What
gifts has God given you that you are thankful for
this season? These are questions we can reflect on
all year. Thank you Elizabeth, for your lead on this
study. -- by Cheryl Shearer

Check out the Advent Wreath created by atten-

dees.


