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Office Hours:  9:00am-1:00pm, Monday through Friday

Join us for Worship on Sundays at 10:30 a.m.

I
t is November and it hardly feels possible—just

where has the year gone? The Christmas decora-

tions seem to have gone on sale the same week as

the Halloween whatnot, and the big sales of the year

are already being advertised. We won’t be at all sur-

prised to find the hearts, chocolates, and sappy sweet

cards for Valentine’s Day greeting us the day after

Christmas when we pop by the pharmacy to pick up a

much needed prescription for a loved one.

Everything is just moving so quickly! No sooner are

we celebrating one occasion, another one is in our

faces, even if it is months away.

I stop and think about the pace of

life now in comparison with the

pace of life of those in biblical

times, as well as that of our early

Christian forefathers and foremoth-

ers. People actually slept longer

considering after the sun went

down there wasn’t a whole lot one

felt like accomplishing by lamplight, and oil was pre-

cious. The lives of the people were much more con-

nected with the seasons, and there was intention in

moving with them. Meals were not rushed so that one

could just go on to the next thing, they were a time of

giving thanks, sharing peace, and rest.

The stereotypical thanksgiving dinner is about the

closest thing to the last supper that we participate in

today. The truth of the matter is our pace of life gives

us an abbreviated experience of most things, in favor

of filling our time with more quantitatively, but not al-

ways qualitatively. 

The last supper was an actual full meal, not a quick

snack. It was not an instant breakfast or a protein bar

on the disciples’ way to spin class, work, class, or er-

rand running. It wasn’t a rushed experience in which

the disciples squirmed and urged Jesus to hurry up be-

cause they needed to move on from Passover to some-

thing else. The table was laid with intention, the meal

prepared with purpose, the time sacred, the people pre-

cious, the fellowship invaluable.

In the early days of Christianity,

Christians held on to the fullness of

the meal. As they met in house

churches, most, if not each meet-

ing, involved a full sit down meal.

The words of Jesus were remem-

bered and recited around many ta-

bles. The table was laid with

intention, the meal prepared with

purpose, the time sacred, the people precious, the fel-

lowship invaluable.

When we celebrate Holy Communion in worship

today, it is a ten to fifteen minute experience once a

month. There is no full meal, but the symbolism re-

mains powerful and deep. The table is laid with inten-

tion, the meal is prepared with purpose, the time is

sacred, the people are precious, and the fellowship is

invaluable.

Our faithlife stands at odds with the pace of life.

The Table of Thanksgiving
By Rev. Megan Dean, Pastor



Special Session of Annual

Conference

November 7, 2015

8:00 A.M. – 12:00 p.m.

Court Street UMC

215 N. Court Street 

Rockford, IL

November Committee Meetings

Visitation Team……Tuesday, Nov. 10; 6:00 pm
Finance………………Tuesday, Nov. 17; 5:30 pm
Worship  ………Wednesday, Nov. 11; 1:00 pm
Trustees………Wednesday, Nov. 18; 7:00 pm
PPRC…………………Friday, Nov. 20; 6:00 pm
Church Council……Tuesday, Nov. 24; 7:00 pm

God’s time kairos is not the same as our human linear

calendar time kronos. When we come to Christ’s table

of love, yes it is a brief moment in our month, but it is

a moment that should be none the less full. 

We should allow ourselves to feel every bit of ex-

citement, anticipation, and specialness that we would

feel walking into a room where a thanksgiving ban-

quet has been prepared especially for ourselves and

those who are dear to us. 

The true thanksgiving table is one where we are in-

vited to be fed in body, in mind, and in spirit. We are

invited to have our fill, and to in turn go out and be

bread and wine for the world. None of those is a rush-

job, and none of what comes thereafter can be prop-

erly accomplished without this important nourishment

that comes before.

Happy true thanksgiving to you, whether you’re into

the whole Thanksgiving Day turkey, mashed potatoes,

green beans and so on, or not.  See you around

Christ’s table of fellowship and thanksgiving.

Bible Studies
Wednesdays at 10 am and  6 pm. 

Our current study, God of the Bible: A Study for

United Methodists about How God is Revealed in

Scripture began October 21st and continues through

November 18th. We will not meet on Nov. 25 and will

resume on Dec. 2.

“How shall we speak of God? What language shall

we use? What words will invite, embrace, nurture,

and strengthen people, loved by God…The Bible

overflows with images of God. We have our favorites

and love them well…Our speaking of God can over-

flow with the richness of Biblical imagery and the ex-

pansiveness of Christ’s embrace. God is big, beauti-

ful, beyond our imagining.”

Copies of the Participant’s Guide are available. Do-

nations for study materials are welcome.

2015 Community Meal
The next opportunity

for Living Faith’s par-

ticipation in the Com-

munity Meal, served

at Christ Episcopal

Church, is November

8. 

Please bring salad (potato, pasta) and/or dessert to

share. Serving begins at 2 p.m. Set-up and clean-up help

is also needed.

Interested in becoming a 
COMMUNION SERVER or

LITURGIST?

Serving Holy Communion and/or
serving as a liturgist are very im-
portant ministerial roles. You need
not feel intimidated to try! If you
are interested in serving come to
the front pew after worship on the
corresponding dates:
Liturgist: Nov. 8th
Communion Server: Nov. 15th 

Pastor Megan will offer a brief
overview and training. If you miss
these dates, there will be other op-
portunities in December.



This is the start of the new year.  For those who
have pledged and have not
reached their commitment for
2015, now is the time to start.
Any questions please see
Manley Pratt. Living Faith’s
two-year balance of contribu-
tions, to date, for the No More
Malaria Campaign is $3,862

News From Missions

Imagine No Malaria

Manley Pratt, Church  Lay Leader to

Annual Conference

COOL Food Pantry
Our collection for the month of November is tuna. If you

wish to get a head start for December, we will be collect-

ing side dishes (stuffing mix,

boxed potatoes, etc.). If you pre-

fer to make a monetary donation

to COOL, you can put a check, or

offering envelope, in the offering

plate with “COOL” written in the

memo field or on the envelope. 

Blankets for National Lioness Club Chapter
All are welcome to join the crafters who meet every Tues-

day morning at 9:30 in Living Faith’s Fellowship Hall.

They are making washable blankets for hospitals, (cro-

cheted, knitted, quilted or fleece tied).

Blankets must be at least 36x36 inches to be used by peo-

ple from birth to 18 years. There are 1,000 blankets deliv-

ered per month to 15 hospitals in the Chicago area. Bring

your materials and lunch. Any questions, please see 

Alberta Jackson or Caryl Rine.

Church Women United

Winthrop Harbor U.M.C. will host World

Community Day on Nov. 5th. The church is

located at 600 College Ave. in Winthrop

Harbor. Registration begins at 12:30 pm

with the program at 1 pm and fellowship to

follow. Our Journey Together as a Commu-

nity is the theme for the day. All Living

Faith Women are

invited. For info,

contact Sally

Zeit at 847-244-

1347.

Youth Summit in the City
Nov. 21 - 10:00 AM: St. Matthew UMC
1000 N. Orleans Chicago, IL.

Sunday, November 8th we will share in a spe-
cial litany in worship in honor of our Veterans.



Happy Birthday! 
11/8 Alberta Jackson

11/15 Revie Pioquinto

11/29 Donato Anilao

11/30 John Fallon

Happy Anniversary!
11/10 Mark & Karen

Mueller

If we have missed your birthday or wedding anniversary we apolo-

gize.  Please let the office know so we can update our records.

Drawing Closer to God
Saturday, November 14, 2015
9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Christ UMC
4509 Highcrest Rd., Rockford, IL

Register Online Now
Spiritual Formation Event

Keynote Speaker: Bishop Linda Lee,
Bishop in Residence at 
Garrett-Evangelical Theological semi-
nary.

Schedule:
8:30-9:00 AM Registration & Light
breakfast
9:00 – 9:10 AM Welcome & Opening
Worship
9:15 – 10:30 AM Bishop Linda Lee
10:50-11:50 AM Morning Workshops
(choose 1)
Contemplative Photography
Labyrinth: Walking Prayer
Praying in Color
11:55-12:55 PM Lunch & Fellowship
1:00-2:00 PM Afternoon Workshops
(Choose 1)
Contemplative Photography
Labyrinth: Walking Prayer
Praying with Beads
2:05-3:45PM Considering the 
Academy & Closing Worship

Download the flyer with registration
form
Cost: $15
Registration Deadline: November 5

Contact: Judy Pohlman
pohlman.j@comcast.net

Vital Congregations
Conversation Series
Healthy Discipleship 

Systems I  (November 13-

14, 2015)

Seminar Series on Healthy
Discipleship with Junius B.
Dotson, lead pastor of Saint
Mark UMC in Wichita, KS
A series of teaching and
training opportunities pre-
sented by the Office of Con-
gregational Development.
The seminars are intended to
empower laity, pastors,
church staff, conference staff,
and others in the area of dis-
cipleship.
The seminars will be led by
Pastor Junius B. Dotson who
is known for creating teams
that “get things done.”

To pay by Credit Card or
Check (ACH) Register on-
line.

Register by mail:
Office of Congregational 

Development
Northern Illinois Conference
77 W. Washington St. 
Ste. 1820
Chicago, IL 60602
Make checks payable to the
NIC

Cost:
Regular Registration: $60.
Deadline to register: 
November 5.

Questions?
Please contact Judy Siaba
(jsiaba@umcnic.org or 312-
346-9766 ext. 724).

Download the Brochure
Healthy Discipleship Systems
II will be offered in April,
2016. You must have at-
tended Healthy Discipleship
Systems I to be eligible to 
attend session II.



Annabelle Ambrose

Aimee Chamernik and family

Dolly & Frank Conley

Elisa Gomez

Marlena Leutik

Eldridge Lovelace

Libby Palacios

Gretchen Pankratz

Marge Pankratz

Lolita Pineda and family

Willie Smith

Howard Taylor

Oscar Taylor

Audra Tyler and family

Family of Marilyn Rothenberger

Family of Louise Webster

Family of Lucretia Littles

Armed Forces Personnel

If you would like to be added to, or removed from, 

our prayer list please let the office know. 

Zacharias Sexual Abuse Center will host a pro-
fessional training on working with adults and chil-
dren who are survivors of sexual assault and
abuse.

If you currently work with survivors of sexual as-
sault and abuse, this training will give you an
overview of sexual trauma, how to work along-
side survivors and gain an understanding of the
unique challenges survivors face.

December 3rd & 4th 2015
9:00 AM—4:30 PM
Zacharias Sexual Abuse Center
4275 Old Grand Ave.
Gurnee IL 60031
Who should attend: therapists, medical pro-

fessionals, law enforcement, teachers, social
workers, church leaders, youth services & other
service providers.

There is a $100.00 fee for the training and ma-
terials. CEUs will be provided for counselors, so-
cial workers and nurses with an adjusted fee of
$175.00.

To register or for questions, Contact Wendy Ivy
at 847 244-1187 ext. 124 or wivy@zcenter.org

12-Hour Professional Training,
Responding to Sexual Assault

The Good News of Living

Faith will be available on-

line at lfumcwaukegan.org

the moment on the day of

printing, and the link will

also be shared on our FB

page. Print copies will be

available for pick up no

later than the first Sunday

of the corresponding

month. 

If you would like to re-

ceive the newsletter di-

rectly in your email or

postal mailbox, please send

your request to the church

office. 

Submissions to the

newsletter are due to the

church office (preferably in

an electronic copy) typi-

cally the Tuesday of the

last week of the previous

month. The deadline for the

December 2015 edition is

November 21st.

FALL CLEAN UP
Saturday, November
14th and Saturday, No-
vember 21st - 10 a.m.
to 2:00 p.m.
We have probably done
the fall closet cleanout in
our own homes, but the
church needs a little TLC

as well! Come help
tackle the clutter. If you
can only help out for an
hour, that is fine! Yes,
there will also be jobs for
those who need to sit
down and work as well.
Many hands make light
work…



I
n 2015 United Methodist Women granted more
than $1 million to U.S. and international part-
ners providing health programs for women and

children.
The grants, awarded prior to the announcement

of the United Nations' Transforming Our World: the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, are
part of United Methodist Women’s year-old Global
Maternal and ChildHealth Initiative.

“The Global Maternal and Child Health Initiative
address [the United Nations'] Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals number three and five. The two
goals will empower women, promote gender equal-
ity and increase heath care availability. They are at
the heart of United Methodist Women’s beginnings
in 1869 and at the heart of our work today,” said

Andris Salter, assistant general secretary for mis-
sion opportunities for United Methodist Women.

About 100 U.S. and international programs have
received grants through United Methodist Women
giving, which is also providing scholarships to stu-
dents for medicine, public health, nursing and
more.

Stories and videos from the Global Maternal and
Child Health Initiatives are being featured on the
United Methodist Women website. They include:
“Our foremothers built hospitals, clinics and trained
local women to serve as doctors. The issues are
still relevant; impoverished communities still do not
have access to affordable health care. Therefore,
our initiative will increase health care support for
women, children and families across the globe,”
concluded Ms. Salter.

In 1869, the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Soci-
ety, a United Methodist Women predecessor, sent
the first fully accredited woman physician mission-
ary, Dr. Clara Swain, to India to provide quality
health care to women. Today United Methodist
Women is the largest denominational faith organi-
zation for women with approximately 800,000
members putting faith, hope and love into action
on behalf of women, children and youth for nearly
150 years.

Andris Salter is assistant general secretary for In-
ternational and National Ministries with Women,
Children and Youth and Deaconess and Home
Missioner Office.

Mother and baby in Zimbabwe

United Methodist Women Makes Advances in 
Global Maternal and Child Health Initiative

by Andris Salter

Office Help Day
Tuesday, November 24th
11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Advent is a busy time for the church. If you are
available to lend a hand, please come and help
us with the odd sorting, folding, stapling, and pos-
sibly stuffing jobs. December’s Office Help Day
will be Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Attention third and fourth graders: 
Bible Sunday is November 15th

We look forward to giving you the most wonder-
ful gift we possibly can: the gift of God’s Word.
Join us in worship so that we may celebrate this
important moment with
you.



U
nited Methodists began assessing dam-
age and providing emergency relief after
Typhoon Koppu dumped heavy rains that

triggered mudslides and flooding, forcing thou-
sands to flee their homes.

Manila Area Bishop Rodolfo Juan and his team
visited Nueva Ecija communities on Oct. 22 to
assess damage and provide relief in partnership
with the Asuncion Perez Memorial Center, the re-
lief-operations arm of the Philippines Central
Conference. Other United
Methodists worked to provide
food and other emergency re-
lief.

More than 50 deaths have
been attributed to Typhoon
Koppu, known as Lando in
the Philippines. The Category
4 storm came ashore Oct. 18
on the northern island of
Luzon, crawling accross the
province of Nueva Ecija.The
deadly Category 5 Typhoon
Hayian killed more than 7,000
in 2013.

Three annual conferences – the Middle Philip-
pines, the South Nueva Ecija Philippines and the
Central Luzon Philippines – are in Nueva Ecija.
The storm, which moved slowly across the north-
ern Philippines, was downgraded Oct. 21 to a
remnant of a low-pressure area, the Weather
Channel reported.

The bishop was provided with a satellite phone
to stay in touch with his staff in Manila, as well as
Freeplay radios and Nokero solar lamps, which
he distributed to church members, said April Mer-
cado. She is special projects manager for ICT4D
Church Initiatives at United Methodist Communi-
cations.

Emergency Food Relief
In addition, the South Nueva Ecija Annual Con-

ference mobilized to provide emergency food re-
lief, led by the Rev. Nomer Lasco, district
superintendent, and the Rev. Elizer dela Cruz,
who chairs the Disaster Response Team. 

Dela Cruz expressed gratitude to those who
helped raise 51,500 Philippine pesos, or about
$1,100 U.S. dollars, as well as donating hun-
dreds of pounds of rice and canned goods.

“People responded in a very short time," he
said.

Barker Road Methodist Church in Singapore
also sent cash donations, he said.

Nueva Ecija was severely damaged, especially
crops that were ready for harvest. The Philippine

Star reported at least P6.9 bil-
lion, or about $149 million U.S.,
in agricultural damage.

Damage was heavy in the
northernmost part of Luzon,
said Eliz Tapia, a United
Methodist Board of Global Min-
istries missionary at John Wes-
ley College in Tuguegarao.

She said roads were impass-
able in the towns of her theo-
logical students who live in
Isabela and parts of Cagayan
and they have no electricity.

“Sana'y dumating agad ang tulong," she said in
the Tagalog dialect. That means, “I hope help will
come soon.”

Davao Episcopal Area Bishop Ciriaco Q. Fran-
cisco called on United Methodist churches and
individuals to help flood and typhoon victims in
the hard-hit areas.

"We have seen in the television, Facebook and
other multimedia, the situation of our fellow Fil-
ipinos in Luzon who experienced the cruelty of
Typhoon Lando. Northern Luzon and Central
Luzon are still flooded and devastated by the ty-
phoon,” Francisco said, adding that survivors
need food, water and medicines.

“Some roads are not passable; thus, they are
isolated and need our help,” he said.

Mangiduyos is a correspondent for United
Methodist News Service.

News media contact: Vicki Brown, news editor,
newsdesk@umcom.org or 615-742-5470.

United Methodists mobilize
for typhoon relief
By Gladys Mangiduyos

Photo courtesy of MidPac United
Methodist Youth Fellowship
Flooding in the Philippines caused by
Typhoon Koppu



Living Faith UMC
Income & Expenses-Month Ending Sept 2015

Sep-2015 YTD-2015

Income: $8,693 $90,333.33
Expenses: $19,630.84     $106,112.31
Income Less 
Expenses: -$10,937.84 -$15,778.98

In an effort to improve communication and to be
better stewards of our financial resources, as you
may have noticed on Sunday mornings, we are
posting the total offering from the previous week.
On first Sundays, we post the total offering for the
previous month. 

Likewise, you can expect an income vs. ex-
penses chart like the one above in each newslet-
ter. Due to our newsletter being made available
as close to the first of the month as possible, we
cannot post a full report of the previous month, as
expenses are posted up until the very last day of
the month. So the information will be for 32 days
prior.

We hope that you will find this financial trans-
parency both refreshing and informative. This in-
formation is not provided with the intention of
creating fear and panic, but rather clarity.

For the past few years, we have been withdraw-
ing funds from our very depleted savings just to
break even. As we are currently behind for the
year of 2015, the Finance Committee has de-
cided that there will be no more reimbursements
for the remainder of the year. As good disciples

and good stewards, we agree that we cannot and
should not spend money that we do not have. We
also agree that better planning and accountability
is an important part of this piece of discipleship
by way of stewardship. 

The Finance Committee is in the midst of a three-
week pledge drive which began on Sunday, Octo-
ber 25th and will end on Sunday, November 8th.
In addition, the committee is going about the
work of creating a responsible budget and clear
reimbursement guidelines. If you have not al-
ready done so, please complete your pledge card
and place it in the offering place on Sunday, mail
it to the church office, hand it to LaDonna Meyer,
Financial Secretary, or place it in her mailbox lo-
cated outside the pastor’s office. Without your
pledge, we will be unable to create a responsible
accurate budget.

Let us remember, God gave us not a spirit of fear,
but of power and of love and of self-control! It is
in this spirit of power, love, and self-control (or
self-discipline), we are prayerfully marching for-
ward together in faith, and God will guide and
grow us along the way, sustaining us in the spirit
of power, love, and self-control.

For God gave us a spirit not of fear

but of power and love and self-control.

1 Timothy 1:7

November 29th is STUDENT SUNDAY
We will recognize our college students on Sunday,
November 29th in worship and bless them with
gifts to continue their journey. The Worship Com-
mittee asks for donations of college friendly non-
perishable food items (for example: Easy Mac,
Ramen Noodles, Nutrigrain Bars, PB & J, popcorn,
hot chocolate and apple cider packets) to be
dropped off to the church this month so that we
can present care packages to those students who
attend, as well as send off care packages for those
who cannot attend. Please do not pack your items.
All excess will be given to the COOL Food Pantry.

A Crash Course in United Methodism
Sundays November 8th, 15th, and 22nd -
9:15 a.m. in the Conference Room

What is the history of the U.M.C?
Who are we? 

What do we believe? 
Are you interested in becoming a member of
Living Faith? Are you new to United Method-
ism? Have you been a United Methodist longer
than you can remember? Come and join Pastor
Megan and Bobble Head John Wesley in the
Conference Room for a time of interactive
learning. Attend as many dates as you can!


