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Pleased to Meet You
by Pastor Sherrie Lowly
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I
am honored to be with you in this in-

terim time for my family and in this

transition time for all of you at Living

Faith Church. I’ve been traveling with my

family from our present home in Itasca

(about 7 miles west of O’Hare) to be with

you for worship on Sunday mornings,

about an hour drive! And I’ve also been

driving up on Wednesdays to be at the

church office, make some meetings, and get

to know the Waukegan Community. Thank

you for your welcome. I realize to go from

a full-time pastor living in your church par-

sonage to a quarter-time interim pastor liv-

ing an hour-drive away is a huge change. 

The questions that I’ve been asking, the

questions that I come to you with are these:

How best can I be used by God for Living

Faith Church in this limited time? How can

we best listen to where God’s Spirit is lead-

ing and working in your life together? I am

grateful for your diversity; of ethnicity,

race, age, gender, and ability. Your diversity

is a unique gift. How can we build on that

diversity to expand and deepen it? How can

we grow our hospitality and welcome, let-

ting the greater community know who Liv-

ing Faith Church is? And how can we

nurture your leadership and mentor new

leadership for the church? 

Diversity, Hospitality, and Leadership —

these are the three areas that I initially think

about as I get to know you, your church

community, and this time in the life of your

church. I have served in three other

churches before coming to you, Galena

First United Methodist, Berry Memorial

United Methodist in Chicago's Lincoln

Square neighborhood, and Bethany United

Methodist in Itasca. Three very different

churches, one small town rural (albeit a

touristy rural), another young and urban,

and the last elderly and suburban. I've

learned a lot in these different settings

about the kind of radical hospitality needed

to build community. The extreme changes

happening in our churches and in our soci-

ety call for a degree of creativity and think-

ing outside the box that we have perhaps

never seen before. It seems to me that Liv-

ing Faith is in a good position to try some

new things and "go public" with the gift

that you are. I hope that we can encourage

and help each other to begin doing that in

the time that I am with you.

Along with my vocation as pastor, I have

also been working on writing a book about

my life in relationship with my daughter,

Temma Day Lowly. Temma is 31 years old

now. At day two of her life she stopped

breathing and had a cardiac arrest resulting

in extensive brain damage. Temma has had

a profound effect on my own and my hus-

band Tim's vocations. Her being is a mys-

tery that teaches us about love and

relationships, that is, about God. Thank you

again for your welcome of me and my fam-

ily, including Temma's wonderful caregiver

and our good friend, Ellen. I hope that I can

get to know you more fully in the six

months that I am appointed to be with you.



page 2

The Season of Lent in the life of the church
is a season of examination and renewal,
prayer, and re-commitment to a life of rela-
tionship with God and with each other. Be-
ginning with Ash Wednesday on March 1,
the season of Lent lasts for six weeks, end-
ing with Palm Sunday on April 9, entering
Holy Week leading up to our Easter cele-
bration on April 16. Beginning with Ash
Wednesday worship at 7 p.m. on March
1, I want to invite everyone--all ages and life
stages--to gather at the church on each
Wednesday evening of Lent at 6 p.m. for
a simple meal of soup and bread and a
study of:  

Who was Jesus, really? Wasn’t the central
figure to the Christian faith a man who de-
nied all preconceived notions about what
God should look like? Wouldn’t associating
with him have meant joining a rebel move-
ment? Doesn’t it still? Renegade Gospel is a
church study that challenges believers to
come to terms with the real Jesus—the
rebel Jesus.

The study is written by Mike Slaughter,
lead pastor at Ginghamsburg Church, is in
his fourth decade as the chief dreamer of
Ginghamsburg Church and the spiritual en-
trepreneur of ministry marketplace innova-
tions. His life-long passion to reach the lost
and set the oppressed free has now made
him a tireless and leading advocate for the
children, women and men of Darfur, Sudan,
named by the U.N. as one of the worst hu-
manitarian crisises in the world today.
Mike’s call to afflict the comfortable and
comfort the afflicted will challenge attendees
to wrestle with God and their God-destinies.

Please come, and bring a friend on
Wednesday evenings. You will be glad you
did!

The Sundays during Lent are called "lit-
tle Easters!" We take a break on these Sab-
baths from our examination, repentance,
and renewal to celebrate our life in Christ!
We will be using a worship series developed
by Dr. Marcia McFee with musician Mark
Miller titled "Roll Down, Justice" during
worship each Sunday

Lent 2017

Wednesday, March 1. Ash
Wednesday: “Make Me an In-
strument of Peace: Re-Cogni-
tion”

Sunday, March 5. Lent One.
“Child of God: Naming Each
One”

Sunday, March 12. Lent Two.
“How Long: Renouncing Evil”

Sunday, March 19. Lent
Three. “I Dream of a Church:
Christ’s Representatives”

Sunday, March 26. Lent
Four. “I Choose Love: Com-
munities of Forgiveness”

Sunday, April 2. Lent Five.
“God Has Work for Us To Do:
Faithful Disciples”

Sunday, April 9. Palm Sun-
day. “The Day is Coming: We
Are One”

Wednesday, April 12. Holy
Week Vigil. “Traveling Com-
panions: Journey to the
Water”
Sunday, April 16. Easter. “Wel-
come: The New Jerusalem”

Have you read the book?  Or listened to it? The movie comes out March 3rd. On March 26th,
after worship service we will have a discussion about the movie or book. This will give you al-
most a month to see the movie. You can go alone or with others. The theater at Gurnee Mills of-
fers $5 movies on Tuesdays.  On the 26th "movie " snacks will be available. If you have
questions or want to contribute to the snacks, see Cheryl.

The Shack



In 2014, we pledged $5000 to the

Imagine No Malaria conference-

wide project. To date, $5,027 has

been collected. Praise God we

have met our goal and in the process, we have

saved at least 50 lives. Those who have pledges to

keep are welcome to complete them. This is a five-

year project. It costs about $10 to save one life.

News from Missions
Imagine No Malaria

Manley Pratt, Church Lay Leader to 

Annual Conference

COOL Food Pantry
Our collection for the month of

March is tuna. The collection

for April is juice or powdered

milk. To get a head start on May,

we will be collecting canned

fruit.

Our neighbors & community

Willie Smith

Karen & Steve Kuester

Beatrice Jones

Bernardino Naval

Aimee Chamernik & Family

Shirley Pratt

Lolita Pineda & Family

Elisa Gomez

Libby Palacios

Floretta Earley

Armed Forces Personnel

Family of Lemuel “Parky” Becker

Laura Brandies & Family

Dolly & Frank Conley

Audra Tyler & Family

Minister Pat Echols & Family

Nikkia & Family & Friends

Charles Lovelace & Family

People being bullied

Donnie Shepherd

The Philippines

Pakistan

Immigrants

Refugees

People dealing with mental health issues

If you would like to be added to, or removed

from our prayer list please let the

office know.
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Church Women United will hold its
World Day of Prayer celebration
on March 3, 2017 at Trinity
A.M.E. Church at 210 South
Ave. in Waukegan. Registration
begins at 12:30 p.m. and the
program is presented at 1 p.m.
followed by refreshments. Non-
perishable foods collected will be
donated to Trinity’s pantry. We are
a member church and all are in-
vited to join the celebration. For
information, contact Sally Zeit
at 847-244-1347.

COMMUNITY MEAL VOLUNTEERS
We are looking for volunteers to help our longtime

ministry at the Waukegan community meals, located
at Christ Episcopal Church, 410 Grand Ave. The
dates for community meals this year, in honor of

longtime member Margaret Beck are:
April 9
June 4

August 6
October 8

There are two shifts, Noon-2:15 pm and 1:45-3:45
pm, though people are welcome to volunteer for the
entire time. If you are not able to attend, please con-
sider making a dessert or donation. Also, our partner,
Christ Episcopal Church is looking for people to as-
sist during the month of March, May, and Sept. at
their community meals. Please speak to Geoffrey

Foote,email gnfoot@gmail.com or Gail Asmondy for
more info.
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March Committee Meetings

Worship Com......To Be Determined
Trustees……Wednesday, March 15; 1:00 pm
Finance………..Tuesday, March 21; 7:00 pm 
PPRC ……….....moving to quarterly meetings
Church Council ..Tuesday, March 27; 7:00 pm

April Committee Meetings

Worship Com......To Be Determined
Finance……….......Tuesday, April 18; 7:00 pm
PPRC………............To Be Determined
Trustees………..Wednesday, April 19; 1:00 pm
Church Council........Tuesday, April 25; 7:00 pm

Living Faith UMC
Income & Expenses - Month Ending

Nov-2016
Nov-2016 YTD-2016

Income: $8,881.12 (*)$112,393.82
Expenses: $11,545.89 $138,439.51
Income Less
Expenses:      -$2,664.77 -$26,045.69

*YTD includes insurance reimbursement

Electronic donations now accepted
You can now give electronically using your

mobile device or computer by visiting the
church website: www.lfumcwaukegan.org. Re-
curring giving options are available for your
convenience.

Counting Schedule for March and April

March 5 --Manley Pratt, LaDonna Meyer
March 12 -- Chris Gray, Geri Halliday
March 19 -- LaDonna Meyer, Manley Pratt
March 26 -- Geri Halliday, Mark Mueller
April 2 -- Chris Gray, Manley Pratt
April 9 -- LaDonna Meyer, Mark Mueller
April 16 -- Chris Gray, Geri Halliday
April 23 -- LaDonna Meyer, Manley Pratt
April 30 -- Mark Mueller, Geri Halliday

Support Our Youth!

Join us for lunch after wor-

ship service on Palm Sun-

day, April 9.  You can eat

at church or take it with

you. We are asking you for a

"love offering" so we can

start a fund for youth activi-

ties over the summer. See

Frances or Cheryl with ques-

tions about participating. 

Children's Sunday School
will start very soon. Thank
you Selvi for your efforts.
The curriculum looks great.
All children can participate.
See Cheryl with questions.
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May-June Newsletter Deadline
Please turn in all information for the

March-April newsletter by April 18th,
10:30 am.

Daylight Savings
Time begins March

12th

March 5 -- 1st Sunday in Lent
Genesis 2: 15-17; 3:1-7
Psalm 32 (UMH 766)
Romans 5:12-19
Matthew 4:1-11

March 12 -- 2nd Sunday in Lent/Girl Scout
Sunday

Genesis 12:1-4a
Psalm 121 (UMH 844)
Romans 4:1-5, 13-17
John 3:1-17

March 19 -- 3rd Sunday in Lent
Exodus 17:1-7
Psalm 121 (UMH 814)
Romans 5:1-11
John 4:5-42

March 26 -- 4th Sunday in Lent
1 Samuel 16:1-13
Psalm 23 (UMH 814)
Ephesians 5:8-14
John 9:1-41

April 2 -- 5th Sunday in Lent
Ezekiel 37:1-14
Psalm 130 (UMH 848)
Romans 8:6-11
John 11:1-45

April 9 -- Passion/Palm Sunday/6th Sunday
in Lent

Liturgy of the Palms
Matthew 21:1-11
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 (UMH 839)

Liturgy of the Passion
Isaiah 50:4-9a
Psalm 31:9-16 (UMH 764)
Philippians 2:5-11
Matthew 26:14-27 or Matthew 17:11-54

April 16 -- EASTER DAY!!!
Acts 10:34-43
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 (UMH 839)
Colossians 3:1-4
John 20:1-18 or Matthew 28:1-10

April 23 -- 2nd Sunday of Easter/Festival of
God’s Creation

Acts 2:14a, 22-32
Psalm 16 (UMH 748)
1 Peter 1:3-9
John 20:19-31

April 30 -- 3rd Sunday of Easter/Native
American Ministries Sunday

Acts 2:14a, 36-41
Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 (UMH 837)
1 Peter 1:17-23
Luke 24:13-35

Lectionary Readings for March-April

If we have missed your birthday or wedding anniversary we apologize. Please let the office know so

we can update our records.

March

3/1 Gretchen Pankratz

3/7 Donnie Anilao

3/9 Karen Kuester

3/9 Cheryl Shearer

3/26 Sally Naden

April

4/1   Tim Lowly

4/11 Darlene Winkler

4/19 Sally Zeit

4/25 Betty Garner

4/27 JR Henderson

4/14 Basil & Hazel Harl
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Ladies Lunch & Movie!

On the 2nd Tuesday of each month, we will meet at 2 pm for lunch at the Baker’s Square near
Gurnee Mills, and then see a $5 movie of our choosing at Marcus Theater in Gurnee Mills! 

Join us for this time of fellowship and fun.
Our next Lunch & Movie dates will be March 14th and April 11th.

Support Northern Illinois Justice for our
Neighbors – Extend hospitality to strangers.
Love in truth and action. Shine light in the
darkness. We need your support now more
than ever, to extend radical hospitality in the
name of Christ through our free, high-quality
immigration legal clinics; engagement in edu-
cation and advocacy efforts; and cross-cul-
tural community building work. Donate
through Rainbow Covenant #50000140 or
to PO Box 68892 Schaumburg, IL  60168.
Go to nijfon.org to donate online or volun-
teer.

M
More than 1,000 community and religious
leaders gathered at an Interfaith Rally
against hate at the Chicago Loop Syna-

gogue on Wednesday in response to acts of vandal-
ism over the weekend. A vandal posted swastika
stickers on the synagogue's front door and broke
the front window. A suspect has since been ar-
rested.

Bishop Sally Dyck spoke at the rally saying the in-
cident hurts not only our Jewish friends and neigh-
bors but all of us. 

"As the Apostle Paul said, when one part of the
body suffers, we all suffer together; when one part
of the body rejoices, we all rejoice together," she
said. "I confess that it feels like Christians-particu-
larly mainline Protestants-have been too silent
about attacks against our Jewish brothers and sis-
ters. It's been documented that Jews are still the
most frequent victims based on religion.We're here
today to speak, to pray, to stand with you. You are
not alone."

Bishop Dyck also reacted to the vandalism that
struck First United Methodist Church in Arlington
Heights this past weekend. The church found it's

rainbow flag covered in blue paint early Sunday
morning. Church members cleaned it up and police
are investigating. 

"We also deplore the vandalism inflicted on Ar-
lington Heights: First Church's rainbow flag. Let us
work for peace and justice for all," said Dyck.

As reported in the Northern Illinois Conference

eNews newsletter.

Vandals Target Synagogue - UM Church

Bishop Sally Dyck spoke at the Love Thy
Neighbor: Interfaith Gathering Against Hate at
the Chicago Loop Synagogue



From the NIC eNews newsletter

T
he General Board of Church and Society has formed a Rapid Response
Team (RRT).  A network of United Methodist Churches, clergy and laity en-
gaged in responses to immigration. Members of the team receive emailed re-

sources and have monthly calls with legislative and organizing updates from
Washington, D.C.  Given the current changes in immigration policies, these calls
have been more frequent recently. If you or someone from your church wishes to be
part of the network, please send your request and preferred email address to the
Director of Connectional Ministries, Reverend Arlene Christopherson at
achristo@umcnic.org. You will be added to a Google group and receive email
alerts when calls are scheduled. 
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General Board of Church and Society Rapid Response Team
(RRT) on Immigration

By Kathy L. Gilbert
Feb. 15, 2017 | UMNS

U
nited Methodist related Duke and
Emory universities are two of 17 private
colleges joining a legal challenge to

President Donald Trump’s immigration restric-
tions.

Each of the schools noted they gain “im-
measurable benefit” from the contributions of
diverse students, faculty and scholars.

Trump’s order to ban people from seven
majority Muslim countries was stopped with
legal action by a federal appeals court on
Feb. 10. The president plans to appeal the
ruling, which he defended during a press con-
ference this week, saying the U.S. cannot “let
the wrong people in.”

However, when the executive order went
into effect, the 90-day suspension left some
university members — including two at Duke
University — stranded abroad. Others were
unable to leave the United States to travel to
their homes and families, and the order pre-
vented some from research or other aca-
demic pursuits.

Duke currently has 41 individuals enrolled
as students or employed as postdoctoral fel-
lows or faculty from the seven countries af-
fected by the ban.

The legal brief states that Emory employs
more than 2,000 full-time instructional staff, of
whom 5 percent are [undocumented per-
sons]; in addition, 34 percent of Emory’s 944
full-time research staff are [undocumented
persons.]

The other universities signed on to the brief
are: Brown, Carnegie Mellon, University of
Chicago, Columbia, Cornell, Dartmouth, Har-
vard, Johns Hopkins, Massachusetts Institute
of Technology, Northwestern, University of
Pennsylvania, Princeton, Stanford, Vanderbilt
and Yale.

The brief was filed in United States District
Court, Eastern District of New York, on Feb.
13.

Emory President Claire E. Sterk and Duke
President Richard H. Brodhead also joined
more than 40 other college and university
presidents in sending a letter to Trump on
Feb. 2 asking him to rescind the immigration
orders.

Sterk noted her participation in the letter in
a message emailed to the Emory community
on Feb. 6.

“Emory University is a safe harbor for stu-
dents and faculty regardless of faith, national-
ity or background. I am incensed about the
direct and indirect impact the current situation
has on members of our community and
pledge to continue our full support of all of our
students — documented and undocumented
— and work tirelessly against restrictions that
impede the free flow of information and basic
human rights.”

Gilbert is a multimedia news reporter for
United Methodist News Service. Contact
her at (615) 742-5470 or
newsdesk@umcom.org. To read more
United Methodist news, subscribe to the
free Daily or Weekly Digests. 

Universities join amicus brief against immigration orders

photo courtesy of Duke University

The campus of the United Methodist-related
Duke University in Durham, N.C.



SOUPER BOWL AT LIVING FAITH 2017!
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Souper Bowl Sunday at Living Faith
Feb. 12 was a great time of fellow-
ship, with plenty of soups to sample

and money donated for charity.

There were 12 different soups avail-
able for tasting. Donation jars in front
of each soup gave tasters the oppor-
tunity to “vote” for their favorite soups

with donations.

Here are some happy soup tasters,
Christie, Grace and Leilani. They were
among the many who enjoyed all of the
special taste treats offered by our great

soup cooks.
Thanks to the Finance Team for

their efforts in putting together this
favorite fund-raising event.

Soups ranged from taco
soup, to grandma’s veg-

etable soup, to white
chicken chili and the win-

ning unstuffed pepper
soup made by Geri Halli-

day.
$245 was raised for

COOL Food Pantry as
voting was heavy.

photos by Elizabeth Fallon



Creative Ministries Grants Applications
Due Mar. 15

Is your congregation looking for ways to fund its most creative ministry ideas? 
Creative Ministry Grants allow congregations to seed new ministry possibilities. Grants
can be applied to any number of projects, and are typically for $500 to $1,000. The
money may not offset staffing costs.

Over the last years, applications came from all across the conference, from 
congregations of all sizes, targeted toward ministries reaching out to youth, children,
older adults, the poor, the refugee - all the body of believers.
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UMW Spring Spiritual Retreat -
(Mar. 25) 9am at Barrington UMC,
98 Algonquin Rd., Barrington. Day

includes: Worship, Communion,
Breakfast/Lunch and Fellowship.

OFFICE HELP DAY is April 27th at
11 a.m. Please come lend a hand.

By the Rev. Gustavo Vasquez
Feb. 15, 2017 | UMNS

A
member of the lay leadership at House
of Prayer United Methodist Church in
Dodge City, Kansas, was arrested by

officials with the U.S. Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement.

On Feb. 14, the church — which is Casa de
Oacion in Spanish – received word that Hum-
berto Barralaga was moved from the Chase
County jail to the Butler County jail for deten-
tion and that he would be speaking with attor-
neys.

Barralaga is undocumented, but he does
not have a deportation order, said the Rev.
Raciel Quintana, associate pastor of House
of Prayer United Methodist Church. Barralaga
is leader of the church’s evangelism commis-
sion and a Sunday School teacher.

“The family is receiving advice from a
lawyer, who was able to find out that Hum-
berto does not have a deportation order, so
they are seeking bail so he can be released,
but everything will depend on the judge,”
Quintana explained.

Barralaga’s son is a U.S. citizen, and his
wife is a resident. They had plans to apply for
legal immigration status under the family re-
unification policy, which allows undocu-
mented people to receive legal immigration
status if they have immediate relatives who
are citizens.

Like thousands of other families throughout
the country, Barralaga now faces separation
from his family, Quintana said.

"As the family’s pastor, we have been ac-
companying them together with the congre-

gation, who have been visiting them, creating
prayer chains and fasting,” Quintana said.
“And arrangements are being made through
the United Methodist Center of Mexican-
American Ministries in our area so the family
can receive migrant counseling during this sit-
uation.”

Quintana said the congregation has been
deeply affected by this situation.

“But we have faith and we are putting the
situation in the hands of God,” he said.

Several United Methodist leaders have
joined other faith communities in saying a se-
ries of executive orders concerning immi-
grants are in direct opposition to sacred texts
to love our neighbor and welcome the so-
journer.

The United Methodist Book of Discipline,
the denomination’s governing document,
states that the denomination opposes “immi-
gration policies that separate family members
from each other or that include detention of
families with children, and we call on local
churches to be in ministry with immigrant
families.”

Corey Godbey, coordinator of Hispanic Min-
istries for the Great Plains Conference, said
the conference stands in solidarity with the
Barralaga family as they deal with such a
sudden upheaval in their family.

“We certainly ask for prayers for this family
and for others who are facing similar situa-
tions across the country,” Godbey said. “This
a jarring situation for all involved – not just
this one family but the congregation and oth-
ers who know people like Humberto who
have been separated from their loved ones.”

Raids by federal immigration officials were

Officials Detain United Methodist leader



conducted in at least 11 states, and more
than 600 people were arrested last week, ac-
cording to news reports.

"Churches are affected because these situ-
ations break the unity of families, bonds of
faith and the unity of the church itself,” Quin-
tana said. “Our brother is a fundamental
leader of our evangelism project, and now
this could be seriously affected.

"We in the church are preparing detailed in-
formation of families that may be at risk of de-
portation so we can give legal protection to
the children, in case the parents are detained
and deported," he said.

More than 60 United Methodist churches
have declared they will be sanctuaries to pro-

tect immigrants and help families.
Quintana has now experienced this reality

first hand.
"I am Cuban and in my pastoral experience

in this country, I have seen the injustices that
are committed against Latino communities
from other countries that do not have the
same status that we Cuban immigrants have.

“As a Christian I think we should all have
the same treatment and opportunities that
this land offers, for those who come to work,
do good and practice their faith honestly. ‘In-
justice’ has a sister called ‘privilege’ and an
enemy called ‘God’s justice.’ That’s the one
that really counts.

"In the church we must weep with those
who weep and laugh with those who laugh,
we must become part of the family, immerse
ourselves in their struggles and tragedies,
and make our solidarity visible,” he added.

“We need to have a stronger voice as Chris-
tians in political decision-making spaces be-
cause these unjust laws, like migratory laws,
fracture the relationship between the state
and the churches."

Quintana notified Godbey, District Superin-
tendent Don Hasty and Bishop Rubén Saenz
of Barralaga’s situation.

The Rev. Gustavo Vasquez is the director of
Hispanic/Latino Communications at United
Methodist Communications. Todd Seifert,
Great Plans Conference communications di-
rector, contributed to this story.

You can reach Vazquez at (615)742-5111
or gvasquez@umcom.org.
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Photo courtesy of the Rev. Raciel Quintana

Humberto Barralaga, second from right, was ar-
rested by officials with the U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement on Feb. 7. Barralaga, a
member of the lay leadership at the House of
Prayer United Methodist Church in Dodge City,
Kansas, is shown with his family.

Organizational Task Force Listening Sessions

The Organizational Task Force will hold three listening sessions in March to hear
your feedback from its work over the last five months on restructuring models for the
Northern Illinois Conference. 

A draft model will be presented for feedback and your input will be used to help craft
a final resolution to be presented at the 2017 annual conference. 

Laity and clergy are encouraged to attend either one of the following sessions: 

Saturday, March 4 - 9:30 - 11:00am 
Location: Downers Grove: First UMC
1032 Maple Ave, Downers Grove, IL 

Sunday, March 5 - 3:00 - 4:30pm 
Location: Dixon: First, 

202 S. Peoria Ave, Dixon, IL
(New date added) Sunday, March 12 - 3:00-4:30pm 

Location: Morgan Park
11030 S Longwood Dr, Chicago,

No pre-registration is required.


