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Office Hours:  9:00am-1:00pm, Monday through Friday

Join us for Worship on Sundays at 10:30 a.m.

J
esus spent a lot of his time giving his disci-

ples, followers, and skeptics much needed re-

ality checks. Jesus did this because it was

necessary, because the truth needed to be revealed

regardless as to what people chose to do with it.

Folks were not always appreciative of Jesus and

his truthfulness, and many preferred their reality

to be left unchecked. Unfortunately, those were

the people who missed out on the message of the

good news for lack of willingness to confront their

present reality that it might be transformed

through life in Christ Jesus.

We, dear friends, stand in need of a reality

check. We need to be willing to confront our pres-

ent reality that we may be transformed by what

possibilities God has in store for our individual

lives, our families, and our life together at Living

Faith.

Our present reality at Living Faith is that we are

in a place of transition from many aspects. A sub-

committee on music has been discussing and ex-

ploring the future of our musical engagement on

Sunday mornings. The Trustees have been deter-

mining different ways to meet our continual build-

ing and grounds needs. The Finance Committee

has been working tirelessly to make clearer and

communicate our financial position. The Missions

Team has been brainstorming about how to begin

engaging in mission in the immediate community

and stay engaged in those that are already ongo-

ing. The Worship Team has been focusing on fos-

tering creative engaging worship experiences. The

Church Council continues to grow as people dis-

cern their gifts and plug in. 

All of this and more has been faithfully going on

for the forward movement of Living Faith. 

Here’s our reality check: the church has been op-

erating with a significant deficit each year for

quite a few years now. This year, the projected

deficit was higher than the previous three years,

and different cuts have been made in an attempt to

alleviate some of that pressure. However, a deficit

remains. You can look forward to a narrative

budget, which is the same budget presented at

Charge Conference this past October and then

later finalized in a meeting after worship on De-

cember 6th, but with a focus on explaining how

those dollars are put to work in practical, tangible

ways. 

The reality is none of this is new news, and there

is no need to go about the blame game, for we are

one body. The reality is we are all in this together

and we will continue to get through this together.

The reality is that we will need to rethink and un-

derstand what it means to be and do church. The

reality is that we will need to be the church that is

both in and a part of the community. The reality is

we have a long road ahead of us, and so much

progress has already been made. The reality is that

we will have to stay united in prayer and will have

to support one another as we allow Jesus to check

us again, and again, and again, and again, and

again.

For Christ, with Christ, and in Christ, we tackle

what lies ahead.

Time for a Reality Check
By Rev. Megan Dean, Pastor
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Girl Scouts -- My Faith, My Promise
Saturday, May 14th, 11 am-1 pm

Focus: “To Be a Sister to Every Girl Scout.” Registration is $5. For more informa-
tion, please contact Christie Sherman at c-sherman1@hotmail.com.



May Committee Meetings

Finance....................Tuesday, May 3; 7:00 pm
Worship…………..…to be determined
Trustees……….....…Wednesday, May 18; 7:30 pm
PPRC  ………...........Saturday, May 21; 10:00 am
Church Council……..Tuesday, May 24; 7:00 pm

Electronic donations now accepted
You can now give electronically using your mobile device or computer by visiting the church

website: www.lfumcwaukegan.org. Recurring giving options are available for your convenience.

Correction: In last month’s corner, not-for-

profits profiled were incorrectly identified as

serving veterans... in fact, A Safe Place and Z

Center serve victims of debilitating violence

and/or sexual abuse in their lives. 

T
his month’s focus is on the Winches-

ter House chaplaincy, one of five
chaplaincy programs established in

Lake County-ran institutions over 50 years
ago by Faith UMC’s founding pastor, the Rev.
Ralph J. Smith. This ecumenical ministry pro-
vides support services to residents, staff and
families (including and end-of-life situa-
tions) through a chaplain trained in institu-
tional care.

Winchester House serves a maximum of
225 residents, offering temporary rehabilita-
tion and recovery as well as permanent
housing placement for long-term nursing

care. Providing spiritual care in a facility this
large is quite a challenge for a part-time
chaplain.

Funding for the chaplaincy is provided by a
$20,000 endowment from the Ralph Smith
Foundation (a 501(c)3 charity) in partner-
ship with congregations in Lake County. An
ecumenical committee formed under the
leadership of Libertyville UMC administers
funds and provides oversight of this ministry.
Efforts by the committee to raise additional
money sufficient to maintain a full-time
chaplain are ongoing.

Several members of our church have
resided at Winchester House over the years.

Church and Society 

Corner
Sally Zeit

Church E-mail Address
The church’s e-mail address is:

LFUMCWaukegan@gmail.com

Bible Study
Wednesdays, 10 am and 6 pm — 

Conference Room

May’s study — The Holy Spirit and Community

When the Holy Spirit showed up with power in

Acts 2, it’s unlikely many of the believers present

in Jerusalem that day had any idea the magnitude

of what was in store. The Spirit began building the

church then and is still active in the world today. In

these four sessions based on Acts, we will explore

the work of the Holy Spirit in three areas: shaping,

guiding, and disrupting. The Holy Spirit creates

Christian community, shapes and reshapes commu-

nity, and works through groups of believers to

speak to the culture. In Holy Spirit and Community,

you’ll learn how to recognize the Spirit at work in

your community. 
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Additional Ushers and Greeters needed!

Prayerfully consider serving as an usher or

a greeter so that we can improve our hospi-

tality.



This is the start of the new year.
For those who have pledged and
have not reached their commit-
ment for 2015, now is the time to
start.  Any questions please see
Manley Pratt. Living Faith’s two-

year balance of contributions for the No More
Malaria Campaign is $4,030.03 as of Jan. 12th,
2016. The goal is $5,000.

News From Missions

Imagine No Malaria

Manley Pratt, Church  Lay Leader to

Annual Conference

COOL Food Pantry
Our collection for the month of May is canned fruit. If

you wish to get a head start for June, we will be collect-

ing side dishes (mac and cheese,

stuffing mix, boxed potatoes,

etc.). If you prefer to make a mon-

etary donation to COOL, you can

put a check, or offering envelope,

in the offering plate with “COOL”

written in the memo field or on the envelope.

Annabelle Ambrose

Aimee Chamernik and family

Dolly & Frank Conley

Elisa Gomez

Marlena Leutik

Eldridge Lovelace

Libby Palacios

Gretchen Pankratz

Family of Marge Pankratz

Charles Lovelace and family

Lolita Pineda and family

Bernardino Naval

Willie Smith

Betty Garner

Audra Tyler and family

Family of Marilyn Rothenberger

Family of Louise Webster

Family of Lucretia Littles

Armed Forces Personnel

Minister Pat Echols and family

Laura Brandies and family

Beatrice Jones

Shirley Pratt

Those children of God who burgle

churches

Lincolnwood UMC

Joel D.

Our neighbors and community

New! WORSHIP SONG LEADER
and HYMN SING

Beginning on May 8th, (Mother’s Day) a
new addition is coming to Sunday morning
worship. We will have a Song Leader (or
Song Leaders) lead a time of hymn
singing each morning 10 minutes before
worship. Our first Song Leader is Audra
Tyler. The first week she will share her fa-
vorite hymns with the congregation, and
the second week and thereafter, she will
ask you for yours. The Song Leader will
also help us with new music, so that we
can sing with guidance and gusto!

If you would like to be added to, or re-

moved from our prayer list please let the

office know. 
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COMMUNITY MEAL VOLUNTEERS

Would YOU like to lend a hand to an impor-

tant ministry here in Waukegan? Well, you can.
Volunteer to help with Community Meals at
Christ Episcopal Church. Here are the dates in
which volunteers are needed:

*May 22
June 19
*July 24

August 21
*September 25

October 30
*November 27

* Dates that will be sponsored by a new team

that will be named in honor of Margaret Beck. 

Donations are always appreciated and
desserts are always needed. We could also
use volunteers to help shop and cook prior to
the Community Meal. Following is a breakdown
of when volunteers are needed the day of the
Community Meal. Of course, all volunteers are
welcome to stay from the beginning to end. 

Noon to 2pm: Prep
2pm to 2:30pm: First Serving

2:30pm to 3pm: Second Serving
3pm to 4pm: Clean-up

Any questions, contact Gale Asmondy. 



Happy Birthday! 
5/1 Lolita Pineda

5/1  Tony Sciacca Jr.

5/16  Headi Henderson

5/27  Daniel Fallon

5/31  Rosevelt Henderson

Happy Anniversary!
5/4 Frank & Dolly Conley

5/29 Romeo & Revie Pioquinto

If we have missed your birthday or wedding anniversary we apolo-

gize.  Please let the office know so we can update our records.

Living Faith UMC
Income & Expenses - Month Ending

Mar-2016

Mar-2016 YTD-2016
Income: $8,111.02 $24,763.34
Expenses: $16,239.85 $44,672.49
Income Less
Expenses: -$8,128.83 -$19,909.15

Mission Challenge — Start Collecting

This year’s Mission Challenge will be for

the Midwest Mission Distribution Center,

which is our United Methodist disaster relief

supply center just south of Springfield, IL.

This year we are collecting School Kit items.

An award for the Mission Challenge will be

awarded to the District providing the most

school kits.

All districts are challenged to bring the fol-

lowing items AND an additional 2,500 pen-

cil sharpeners (about 50 per church). These

can be purchased in bags online at a much

cheaper rate than individually in stores. Our

district, the Elgin district, is challenged to

provide 1,500 boxes of Crayons (only boxes

of 24). 

Let’s help make ALL schools a place to

learn and thrive. Drop your items at the big

purple crayon in the narthex by June 5th.

Additional counters needed
Finance Secretary LaDonna Meyer is recruit-

ing more counters to help count the offering

after worship each Sunday.
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Church Women United

F
inding Grace at the Table is the theme

of this year’s May Friendship Lunch-

eon hosted by Trinity Lutheran

Church, 658 Grand Ave. in Waukegan on

May 6, 2016.

Registration begins at 11: 30 with lunch at

noon and a program to follow.

Those attending are asked to either bring a

salad to share or pay $6. All Living Faith

women are invited to this event.

Questions? Contact Sally Zeit at 847-244-

1347.

Sign up for Fellowship

A sign-up sheet for helping
provide food, make coffee
and clean-up is in the Fellow-
ship Hall on the bulletin
board. If you can help,
please sign up. Without your
help it won’t happen!



Location:
Bellarmine Je-
suit Retreat
House 847-

381-1261, 420 W. County Line Rd., Bar-
rington, IL 60010,
www.bellarminehall.org

Please consider attending the 5 Day Acad-
emy for Spiritual Formation. Several of our
clergy and laity have done so in the past and
they have come home renewed and re-
freshed. The Academy for Spiritual Formation
is a program of Upper Room Ministries, pro-
viding an opportunity for clergy and laity to
deepen their relationship with God through a
daily rhythm of prayer, worship, learning and
reflection. Each day includes teachings by
gifted spiritual leaders, periods of silence,
morning and evening prayers, Eucharist,
covenant groups and community time. Space
for rest and recreation are also part of each
day.

Every 5-day Academy has a different focus.
The focus of this year’s retreat is Your Spirit
Calls. It’s about cultivating loving union with
God. It’s the core about centering on the love
of Christ, out of which we serve and lead.
Finding God in the outer world of creation,

church, home, and work.
The cost, including a single room, meals,

and tuition is $700 before June 20, 2016.
Limited scholarships are available. Also, 3
C.E.U.’s are available for an additional cost
of $15. Space is limited so register early to
ensure your participation.

Following your 5 days, you will walk away
deepened, challenged and better equipped to
follow Christ and bring forth a strong relation-
ship.

The 5-Day Academy for Spiritual Formation
is sponsored by the NIC Spiritual Formation
Committee and Upper Room, Nashville, TN.
The Academy is open to laity and clergy of all
denominations.

Faculty presenters include;
Jane Patterson, Assistant Professor of New

Testament at Seminary of the Southwest
(Episcopal) in Austin, Texas. She serves as
the seminary’s Director of Community Care.

Daniel Wolpert is the co-founder and direc-
tor of the Minnesota Institute of Contempla-
tion and Healing (MICAH
www.micahprays.org). For more info contact:
Judy Pohlman polman.j@comcast.net. For
more info and to register visit
www.umcnic.org/spiritual.

page 5

“Your Spirit Calls”
NIC 5-Day Academy for Spiritual Formation

August 1-6

Elgin District’s 1st Annual
Picnic! Save the Date!

Who: All Elgin District Clergy &
Churches

When: Sunday, August 21, 2016
Theme: "Goof Off, Grill Out, and Go

Home; Elgin Celebrates!
Time: 3pm-5pm

Place: TBD
Sponsored By: The Elgin District Su-

perintendency Team

More Information and details to

come, but place it on your calendars

now!

Bishop’s Appeal Offering
The Bishop’s Appeal Offering for the

177th Session of the Northern Illinois
United Methodist Church Conference,
2016, will benefit Rosecrance in their
Launch for Life Campaign.

Rosecrance is a not-for-profit faith-
based organization that offers inpa-
tient and outpatient addiction and
mental health treatment for youth and
young adults at more than forty loca-
tions across the Northern Illinois Con-
ference and Wisconsin. They provide
treatment for over 22,000 families per
year.

To support the Bishop’s Appeal, our
church will be collecting a special of-
fering on Sunday, May 8, 206. This of-
fering will be carried by the Lay
Leader to the Annual Conference on
June 5-7, 2016.
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Thank you to everyone who prayed during the

NIC’s 24-hour vigil for General Conference on

Feb. 29. More than 155 people and groups signed

up to pray including several churches, the NIC Cab-

inet and the Sacred Worth group at GarrettEvangeli-

cal Theological Seminary which held a half hour

service in the Chapel of

the Unnamed Faithful.

The Upper Room is encouraging more prayers for

General Conference leading up to, during and after

the May global meeting in Portland, OR.

60 Days of Prayer

A daily prayer book, 60 Days of Prayer, is avail-

able to help guide your prayers through May 29,

which includes the 40 days prior to General Confer-

ence, the 11 days in session, and the nine days fol-

lowing the event.

By using the prayer guide, United Methodists will

connect through the same scripture, meditation, and

prayer for each day. 60 Days of Prayer is available

free as a PDF download, a daily email service, or at

the website, 60daysofprayer.org. It’s also available

free on the General Conference app.

As reported in The NIC Reporter, April 2016

General Conference Prayer

NIC General and Ju-

risdictional Delegation
Listed in elected order:

Clergy: Tracy Smith Mal-

one, Alka Lyall, Gregory

Gross, Chris Pierson, Carol

Hill, Luis F. Reyes.

Alternate Clergy: David

Lagos Fonseca, Chris Win-

kler.

Laity: Lonnie Chafin, Irma

Clark, Elisa Gatz, Chp.,

Jack Ryder, Marta Ro-

driguez, Rita L. Smith.

Alternate Laity: Nancy

Pendergrass, Joyce Car-

rasco

By Susan Kim*

April 7, 2016—Late winter and early spring
storms have caused widespread damage across
the U.S. and, though the extent of damage is dif-
ferent in every community, no disaster is small for
those affected. Support from the United
Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) is mak-
ing a difference in countless ways.

In Virginia, unusual tornadoes that struck in
February were the state's first deadly February
twisters on record. The town of Waverly, in the
southeastern part of the state, was especially
hard hit, but the twisters also caused widespread
damage across the state.

UMCOR has distributed emergency grants that
are supporting immediate relief as well as the be-
ginning of long-term recovery. “We are coordinat-
ing with our state VOAD [Voluntary Organizations
Active in Disaster) and emergency management
groups,” said Bob Pihlcrantz, disaster response
coordinator for the Virginia Conference.

In Arkansas, floods damaged more than 100
homes in the city of McGehee, with damage
throughout the rest of the state as well after more
than three days of rain blanketed a widespread
area. Janice Mann, disaster response coordinator
for the Arkansas Conference, echoed other dis-
aster responders across the nation when she
asked people to consider volunteering in the
coming months.

“We will be waiting on state emergency man-
agers to finish their assessments and determine
whether any state or federal benefits will be avail-
able before repair work begins,” said Mann.

Communities across Mississippi and Texas are
also coping with storm damage, and affected

people there need funds, volunteers, and prayers
as well, reported disaster responders in those
states. Record flooding occurred along the
Sabine River near the Texas-Louisiana border. In
Mississippi, tornadoes in early April caused dam-
age that added an extra burden after damage
from earlier storms.

Louisiana’s disaster still unfolding
In Louisiana, floodwater is still receding in many

communities, said Darryl Tate, director of disaster
preparedness for the Louisiana Conference. “In
some parts of the state we are still in the emer-
gency phase,” he said. “The water is still there.”

Long-term recovery is likely to take many
months as flood survivors in Louisiana go
through a case management process. During the
current relief phase, early response teams have
been mucking out, cleaning, and sanitizing
homes.

“We will work together with other faith-based or-
ganizations,” said Tate.

There will be plenty of opportunities for volun-
teers after residents determine how much aid
they will receive from the Federal Emergency
Management Agency, and as case managers de-
termine which homes most need repairs.

Statewide, 26 out of Louisiana’s 64 parishes
were affected by floods or tornadoes, Tate added.

No disaster is small to those affected. Your
gift to UMCOR U.S. Disaster Response, Ad-
vance #901670, will ensure no community is
forgotten.

As reported in the UMCOR News online.

*Susan Kim is a journalist and a regular contribu-

tor to www.umcor.org. 

No Small Disasters: UMCOR Helps Many



Walking through

my west loop

neighborhood, there are

many construction sites.

In living here almost

four years, I’ve seen

buildings torn down,

lots left vacant, and

buildings constructed.

Sometimes my sidewalk

is rerouted. Once the

city was repairing the

street and there was a sign that said to use the side-

walk on the other side of the street. On that side of the

street, there was also a sign that said to walk on the

other side! So we just all walked in the street. Decon-

struction, interim vacancy, inconvenience and messi-

ness, and finally new construction can take months or

even years.

When we took the Landscape survey in September

2015, the 396 respondents indicated a strong desire

for change. Yet we also discovered that we as an an-

nual conference have a very low tolerance for change!

After the survey results, the Purpose Summit and the

Listening Sessions, I think it is safe to say that we’re

in the uncertain and messy stage of change. That can

create some anxiety about what the changes will be;

too much or too little change, what was hoped for or

not hoped for?

I want to give an update on what we’re beginning to

learn from the Purpose Summit and Listening Ses-

sions. We had 511 persons participate in the Listening

Sessions — 262 clergy and 249 laity.

The clergy listening sessions began with conversa-

tions about morale. Many clergy expressed the dis-

couragement that is a part of pastoral leadership in a

time of declining membership and finances. Pressure

is put on the clergy to make the church grow from

both laity as well as the annual conference. Isolation

and disconnection from other clergy revealed a great

desire for relationship-building in the clergy covenant.

Deep pain and grief come from bad experiences over

the years from the appointment process. Voices called

for such things as greater honesty with each other as

clergy, including year-end reports that reflect badly on

the next pastor, or negative talk about others who dif-

fer theologically. But there was a desire to know

each other better. This brief paragraph doesn’t begin

to express the fullness of the three conversations. We

need to continue to figure out how we build relation-

ships and restore hope and joy in ministry.

More than 500 clergy and laity attended listening

sessions held across the Conference.

In both the clergy and lay listening sessions, we

had a process that built on the Purpose Summit out-

comes and focused discussion on four areas of the

annual conference. We asked the question: If the an-

nual conference’s mission is to “make disciples of

Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world by

equipping its local churches for ministry and by

providing a connection for ministry beyond the

local church (Book of Discipline Par. 602),” then

what needs to change in our structure, staff, program

and budget to do that?

There was a consensus that a simplified structure for

the annual conference with a coordinating body for

better communication, ongoing strategy, alignment

and accountability is needed. The Landscape Task

Force will be submitting legislation to annual confer-

ence to have a team review our present structure and

provide a report and recommendation at annual con-

ference 2017.

Throughout the Listening Sessions, there was an

overwhelming message that the role of the District

Superintendent needs prioritizing, aligning and clari-

fying so that they know clergy, local churches and

even the communities better. There was a sense that

local churches want more of their DS, not less. What

does that mean? The Cabinet will be discussing the

results and reporting at annual conference about some

ways in which they will experiment with change; all

of us continuing the conversation as we go along.

Our consultant, Susan T. Czolgosz, always asks the

questions, “What surprises you?” when looking at re-

sults of the survey and the listening sessions. I will

admit that I was surprised by the overwhelming ex-

pression of need from local churches and clergy for

“local church reconfigurations.” When it came to

budget and asset-related matters, this was the highest

ranking concern. Conversations about our aging, dete-

riorating, and overly large buildings were like cries

for help. All of us are tired of putting our tithes and

offerings into massive buildings instead of ministries.

The Landscape Task Force will be providing legisla-

tion at annual conference that will put together a

process and training to assess buildings and ministry.

This is not an attempt to suddenly start merging and

closing churches. It’s an opportunity for assessment

for those churches who are ready to free up assets for

ministry.

The question continues to loom as to how to staff

for programming. The answer is tied up with what

kind of programming? A clarion call came for “equip-

ping” or programming to be closer to the local church

and its context. Suggested methods for training or

equipping included more hands-on, sharing of best

practices between churches, connecting with other

Landscape Survey…where do we go from here?
by Bishop Sally Dyck

Clergy and laity gathered at the purpose summit on Feb. 20
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Annual Conference
“Walk By Faith”

June 5-7

churches, following up to see what’s been done and to

bring training closer to the local church.

landscape3Discussions are beginning with Program

Council, Committee on Personnel, Conference Com-

mittee on Finance and Administration, and Cabinet on

how we will staff to meet the programming needs. In

addition to the biggest surprise in the Listening Ses-

sions, this would be one of the biggest challenges:

how do we do adapt to meet the needs of the local

church to make disciples, have healthy congregations,

and engage in the various communities and the

world?

There’s a laundry list of ideas out of the Listening

Sessions that we call “operational” that do not require

legislation. These will be given to the various bodies

within the annual conference to chew on. They will

report in June what they will be doing differently in

the coming months to focus the annual conference

back on the local church.

All of this work is in collaboration with the devel-

opment of our 2017 budget. There was one comment

recorded about lowering the budget; there were many

comments about how we use the apportioned dollars

for the annual conference, whether we are using our

money in the best and most efficient way, and whether

there is a better way to apportion the budget (such as

tithing church income)? It was also very clear that we

still need to do a better job of helping people under-

stand how the money is used for mission and for the

local churches.

Finally, as I read all the recorded statements from

the Purpose Summit and the Listening Sessions over

and over again some common themes emerged. I call

them core values or aspirations for how we want to be

with each other as an annual conference. This is my

list of what we value:

Mission

Experimentation and risk-taking (with room for fail-

ure from which we learn)

Evaluation and adaptation

Transparency

Honesty and graciousness with each other

Safe spaces for conversation

Relationship-building

Providing resources/services closer to the local

church

Living faithfully within diversity (as a conference

and in our communities)

There’s so much more than what I have summarized

here. I’m open along with anyone on the Landscape

Task Force (click here for list of members) for your

input on this thumbnail sketch. More detailed sum-

maries of the Listening Sessions are being written and

will be posted.

As we have said throughout the Purpose Summit

and Listening Sessions, adaptive change is messy. It’s

like a construction site. There are things to tear down

and toss out. There are things that need to be vacant

for a while in order to know how to build something

new. There are things that are starting to emerge like

the footers and girders of a building so it’s not really

clear what it will finally look like. And then like I-90,

we as an annual conference need to be under constant

construction!

This is a limited report on the results of the Land-

scape and Listening Sessions; more is yet to come.

We’re under construction as an annual conference. As

the sign says in construction zones: Thank you for

your patience

Consultant Susan T. Czolgosz reviews results of the Landscape
survey
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What You Need to Know
The 177th Annual Conference session of the Northern Illi-

nois Conference will be held at Pheasant Run Resort in St.
Charles, IL from June 5-7. The theme is “Walk by Faith” based
on Ephesians 4:1-6 (MSG) and 2 Corinthians 5:7

Registration is now available online until May 20
for $93.
From May 21-June 7 registration will be onsite only,

for $128.

All registrations are due by May 20. After May 20 you will
need to register when you arrive at Pheasant Run. Cancella-

tions with refunds will be accepted by phone through June 1
by calling (847) 931-0710 Ext. 17 or e-mail the registrar:
acregistrar@umcnic.org.
Group meal reservations will NOT be available on-site. Pay-

ment for online registration will be by credit card or check.
Mail-in registration will be by check only. On-site payments
may be cash, check or credit card.

Worship Schedule
Ordination, Sunday, June 5 at 7 pm
Memorial Service: Monday, June 6 at 3 pm
Bible Study: Monday & Thursday
Retirement Service: Tuesday, June 7 at 2 pm.


